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Welcome
Covid continues to affect and delay everything in life, so I’m still here in Bedfordshire for now. My house move
is going to be into next year, and neither can we sensibly yet arrange the AGM for the Club. The Roundabout
Club was open for a few weeks and so we managed some progress in that window. However, they obviously
don’t sell scotch eggs, as it’s closed again for a number of weeks with no immediate prospect of returning.
In between the ongoing Covid impacts and my house move, I’ve spent some time pulling together my thoughts
and some notes to provide some degree of continuity for the Club. Some of that I’ve included in this newsletter
(including a suggestion of progression works for Finchley), with further notes for the Committee on a range of
matters to use as seen fit.
Reviewing comments I’ve seen on the web, there appears to be a trend of concern about both the viability of
exhibitions, and also a suggested drift of members away from clubs, a double-whammy. And I’ve seen shows as
far ahead as July being cancelled already. Change is inevitable, but it’s something to watch and remain aware
of the challenges; it could well curtail many clubs’ plans or even futures. With that I spare an extra thought for
our friends at Market Deeping; their 2019 show trashed, both 2020 and 2021 cancelled. Best wishes, all.
Alan
In this issue:
Club Notes:
Layouts:
Timetable:
Members’ Matters:
Feature:
Traffic:
Notice Board:
And Finally:

Updates on activities
The latest updates for each
Club calendar and event listings
Michael Satterthwaite: Striving for Something Better, part 3.
Alan Cooper: Sutton ‘Box
Airbrushing for novices
Notes on the local rail scene, plus 1958 Hitchin Accident
Projects, suggestions, hints & tips
61572 & 12131

The Picture It’s 1959 and class B1 61028 arrives with a train of, I believe, BR Mk1 stock, from Marylebone.
Across the platform is an ex-GW auto-trailer, presumably with a 14xx 0-4-2 tank at the front, waiting to go to
Princes Risborough. To add to the diversity, there’s the rear of a train of Metropolitan Dreadnought coaches at
the other platform. 61028 was named Umseke, and was allocated to Neasden, Leicester and Woodford Halse
during 1959. Photographer details unknown
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CLUB NOTES
Committee Update
The EBMRS needs a new Chairman. In terms of the role, the new Chairman need not follow in my
footsteps – over the years I’ve deliberately sought to understand more about how the Club operates
and to become involved in supporting the running of the Club (and show) even before we created the
new constitution in 2016 – that’s me. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed doing the newsletter, now approaching
8 years, because it’s helped to share information, focus on activities and pushed me to learn more
about railways and modelling. Club nights have seen me lead on some activities (though not all) – you
could say I’ve been somewhat fully immersed!
The new Chair need not be all these things to the Membership, but whoever does the role will have a
supporting Committee, and does at least need to:
• Lead
• Give direction
• Help co-ordinate club activities
There are certainly aspects that could be assigned to others, such as formally nominating a lead
member in charge of a layout, or allowing members to step up and take charge of activities on an as
required basis.
As an outgoing message, I’m reminded of what I’d said at an AGM a long time back, in the style of a
certain J F Kennedy – Ask not what your Club can do for you, but what you can do for your Club.
To continue that Kennedy theme now, he also said “every accomplishment starts with the decision to
try”
I’d certainly encourage you all to be as involved as you want to be – even if it’s not via the Committee
– I’m positive you’ll benefit from it. As for me, I’ll continue to see how I can continue to assist the
Club from afar.
The EBMRS has a number of matters to progress, or consider, and so a balancing act is required to
achieve them.
Broadly, these are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Build Finchley
Test Sutton
Build Aylesbury
Provide safety grab handles and rails in the stairway.
Repair the Club roof
Prepare for the next Club show in February 2022
Provide additional shelving above the stair well
Be prepared for any show invites following a return to ‘normal’ life

In my view we could continue to progress any layout work, but in order to get roof repair work done
the Club needs to have a ‘line in the sand’ for putting layout construction to one side and have a very
big push on the roof – it could well take several days of work to be scheduled in, and so a commitment
from a number of members will be required when the time comes.
Other news
I visited KS Models in Stevenage recently and found Keith has basically retired. The shop is now being
run by his son, Russell, and he’s been undertaking a reorganisation and slight refurbishment of the
shop. He’s refreshing what’s on offer, and is planning to get the shop online, already at a testing
stage. You’ll be pleased to know he’s still allowing discount to EBMRS card holders.
Alan Cooper
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FINCHLEY ROAD ST JOHN’S WOOD
As mentioned on the Welcome page, I’ve written up a few notes to help guide us through the
forthcoming work required on Finchley. I hope these help to inspire you to become involved.
Currently
• Jim and Bob working through point motors and electrics
• Michael & one other track laying – complete BBX, BBY and BBI siding stubs
• Bern finalising 3rd & 4th rail
And next…
• When board BBX track completed, fit end board protectors to BBW.
• BBW to move to electrical work and bracing completion
• Join BBY to BBX to continue track laying and correct any point alignments – critical the
curvature is smoothed, so re-do as required. Patience will pay dividends.
• BBX and BBY can then both have end protectors completed and go to electrical work and
bracing completion.
• As BBX is simple track it may benefit getting another volunteer to help wiring, under the
guidance of Jim.
• Review all uncoupling and loco lift positions, mark them on the boards.
• Ensure the right number of magnets is available and fit them.
And beyond…
• I don’t know Jim’s approach for testing, but whatever can be tested at this point may well be
worth it! – Jim to guide as appropriate. There’s an obvious advantage in being able to set up
the whole layout and control panels to have a proper test, but that may be ambitious for now.
Observationally, I think I recall past testing being based around setting a route, using a loco
and /or a multi-meter, and working through ensuring it works as expected. The multi-meter
can be used to ensure adjacent rails are NOT energised.
• DON’T do any more ballasting yet!
The signals and rodding both need boards G to L, the signals needing boards individually,
potentially the rodding could be done individually or in pairs of boards, enabling work to take
place concurrently.
• Locate and fit signals, prepare for wiring.
• Mark up, make and fit point rodding per plan. Start from the signal box (mark its position) and
work outwards Rodding stools and cranks will benefit from mounting on a base, per the real
railway (often sleeper off-cuts), such as card or thin ply.
Use plastic rodding under tracks to avoid causing an electrical short.
Paint as required.
• Ballasting can be completed once rodding and signals are in place
• Further layout testing with signals incorporated
• Lighting and presentation should be being considered at this stage
• As ballasting is completed the scenic elements can start to be fixed in place
The sub-structure for Finchley Road
Buildings from Jim and Bern
Roadways
Footbridge?
Backscene (even if only boards cut to size and fitted – could be painted a very pale blue with
matchpot paints)
Other minor walls & structures
Foliage, scatters, detailing items
• Test and play
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Covid-related delays continue to impact some progress as we can’t yet get supplies of some items.
Flexible track for the fiddle yard – Peco SL-108F – was (!) apparently to hit shops this month, and we
have a box of 25 yards on order with Hattons. Also on order with Hattons is additional rails for the
3rd/4th rail – these will be posted with the Flexi track. Gibson is another firm struggling, as they are, I
believe, only a 2-man operation. We have signal parts on order since February and no prospect of
seeing them at the moment – they freely admit that such items “do not pay the mortgage”, with trade
business being their bread and butter.
Jim has worked on point motors and electrics at home, including
fitting 4 point motors to BBV – the picture shows how close
together he’s had to mount the motors – phew!
The remainder of this page is Jim’s update for the electrics on
Finchley, an amalgam of several emails:
I reviewed BBK and I think my best bet is a complete re-wire as I
guessed where the point motors would be and several guesses were
well out, I think I must have been well fed up by the time I tried
doing this board. (We do appreciate your efforts Jim! Ed)
On BBJ several of the point motor clips have become badly
damaged because they stick out beyond the protection of the
framework of the board. I’m considering using them for the most critical/vulnerable of the points on
Finchley. 20 ordered.
All 6 scenic boards are now fully wired and individually tested. Wiring has been tidied up sufficiently
for the next stage which is full testing of the boards connected to the Sigman panel. I’ve started
producing a test schedule for this.
Both Up and Down fiddle yard control panels have been built but testing them without the fiddle yard
is not worthwhile, that's code for Jim can't work out how to.
All fiddle yard boards with completed trackwork are wired, although Bob and I still have minor work to
complete and test BBT.
The remaining fiddle yard boards only contain 14 straight running (and hopefully non-running when
appropriate) lines and are electrically relatively simple so should be fairly quick to wire once we have
the track and it is laid.
One area to be examined is the signalling. To remind everyone the electric lines use coloured light
and the 'steam lines' have moving bits. The former is very easy to implement as Andy's design allows
the lighting of LEDs of suitable colours. The mast and ground signals will require servos and suitable
driver electronics. The 'MERG King' (Jim) has his obvious recommendation using MERG kits. However it
may be better, at least for the mast signals, to have bounce. Both options require the provision of
electronics on the boards which is anticipated by the provision of a suitable power supply from the
Sigman panel to each board with signals (thanks Andy).
So Finchley is actually moving into an interesting stage where we can anticipate running things on the
scenic area as soon as the club room can accommodate it. This will allow the full testing of the tracks
controlled from Sigman with the trains driven using plug in controllers not crocodile clips from H&M
controllers. Who knows, we may actually soon be able to start on the scenery in earnest.
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Further correspondence took place between Jim and Bern regarding magnets for uncoupling needs –
I’ve included this bit here as it may be of interest generally, regarding a supplier Jim found:
https://www.first4magnets.com/shop-by-size-i167
The MSE magnets are 25 x 10 x 4mm deep so I thought I'd check if there was an equivalent first. I
found a rectangular magnet 25 x 10 x 4mm deep (code F25104) and they are £6.13 for a pack of four. I
can't remember how much the MSE ones are, but that sounded pretty good to me.
The round ones are interesting. The space between OO sleepers is about 5mm and I found one that
was 5 x 3mm (code F640-20). I was looking for something that would fit between sleepers and be thin
enough to sit below the level of the cork underlay. We would still have to drill a circular hole through
the cork, but that would be much easier than fitting the rectangular ones (the MSE ones are deeper
than the cork we use so we have to cut out the cork and then remove some of the ply underneath as
well). It's hard to judge how powerful they are and we'd have to do a test to see if they still attract
the couplings of both wagons to be uncoupled, but at £4.32 for a pack of 20, I think it's worth trying
them out.
One final point, I have already fitted several MSE magnets to Finchley, so we need to check with a
wagon to see how many I fitted and how many we still need. However, Jim might have found
something that is easier to use, just as effective, cheaper than MSE and which will suit future
projects. Worth I punt, I think.
There's also a 25 x 10 x 3mm magnet that might be a reasonable substitute for the MSE ones and
should fit within the cork underlay - code Y30BH at £3.09 for a pack of ten!
See: https://www.first4magnets.com/rectangular-c35/25-x-10-x-3mm-thick-y30bh-ferrite-magnet-044kg-pull-p3609#ps_0_3759|ps_1_2620
The original style actions list is still included here for reference.
Actions list:
Baseboards
• Board alignment joints are being checked and completed as we progress with electrics and
track laying.
• Transportation arrangements to be finalised, potentially following Dave Sutton’s suggestions.
Controls & Electrics
• Continue fitting point motors and drop wires; this is the ongoing priority.
• Jim has devised an approach to electrically-testing the scenic boards without having to set up
any of the fiddle yard section.
• Signals - Apart from a few shunt signals, we need only 4 posts, with one wall-hung colour light
signal already built and attached to the Finchley station building. Bern has progressed these,
but we await further parts (Covid-delayed) to complete the set
Track
• Fiddle yard track will be re-laid in due course, and where copperclad is used the gapping is to
be done – being attended to
• Repairs to scenic board track ends – being attended to
• Point rodding Items to be identified and purchased.
• 3rd & 4th rails to be re-laid – Bern progressing
• Stubs on the end of the two council yard sidings need to be laid, to the end of the cork base.
• Uncoupling magnet and loco lift positions are now being resolved, items yet to be purchased.
Alan Cooper
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Presentation
• Lighting the layout - Jim is firming up an approach. Its attachment to the layout has been
considered by Dave Sutton (this has been done very successfully on other layouts)
• The design concept allowed for a repeat signal diagram display at the front of the layout – we
have had initial discussions, Jim has made a costing.
Scenic work
• The sub-structure for the raised scenic end of Finchley is prepared, with the final positioning of
buildings marked out. We may need to adapt positions of some of the buildings at the entrance
to the goods yard.
• We have yet to work out how trains will exit ‘stage Willesden’; possibly a footbridge.
• A backscene will be required, demonstrating Finchley Road, a garage, the council yard and
housing and sports field beyond. How we represent Arkwright Mansions above the Finchley
Road cutting has been sketched out, and will require some detailed painting.
Here’s a baseboard-by baseboard overview
BBG 3rd & 4th rail re-laid, is wired and has its point motor.
End protectors done

BBH 3rd & 4th rail is re-laid, and is wired. End protectors are
done. Point rodding to follow.

BBI is wired and 3rd & 4th rails are done. There are very small
sections of track and buffer stops to be fitted at the end of
the Corporation sidings. Point rodding to follow. End
protectors are done.

BBJ needs 3rd & 4th rails and some track repairs, including
strengthening the section under the crossing that straddles
the right hand end. Point rodding to follow. End protectors
are done. Electrical work prepared.

Alan Cooper
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BBL is where the scenic part of the layout morphs into the
non-scenic run to the fiddle yard. This may be disguised by
something like a footbridge. Some element of 3rd & 4th rail
will still be required. The original scheme considered an
information board at the front to hide the view and to
demonstrate the layout and the original railway.
The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as we
progress. End protectors are done
BBM The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are done

BBR The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are done

BBS The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are done

BBT The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress. The basic
electrics have been prepared by Bob, and are now being
worked up for motors etc.

BBU End protectors are in progress. Bracing needs to be
done, ensure rails are complete. Point tie bars, sleeper
gapping, basic electrics and point motors have been worked
through by Jim.

Alan Cooper
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BBW Track complete. End protectors are in progress.

BBX Track to be laid in conjunction with BBW to ensure it is
correctly aligned. End protectors are in progress.

BBY Track to be laid in conjunction with BBX to ensure it is
correctly aligned. The alignment bolts holes and dowels need
checking as we progress. End protectors are in progress.

BBZ The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress.
Jim has
made good progress, providing the electrics and testing as he
goes.
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SUTTON-ON-SEA
Testing signals remains a priority for when we can get back to something like normal.
Actions list:
Baseboards
• Fit new baseboard end protectors – these are partially done.
• Produce a ‘Quick Guide’ for layout assembly
• The protective transport battens on the rear of the backscene need refitting about an inch higher
than they used to be.
Electrics
• Label switches to points for diagnostics, produce an overlay illustrating point numbers, ensuring
matched to naming convention under the boards
• Investigate practicalities of installing a control panel-powered push-button mic system.
Scenic Work
• The ongoing transit damage needs a constant watch, so it looks like it’s worth considering what
protection we can build for transporting.
Presentation
• Consider adopting the Finchley lighting rig for Sutton too, now we are moving to using beams and
trestles.

CHERITON BISHOP
The layout will need a proper test, clean and review for damage for whenever a show is confirmed.
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AYLESBURY TOWN
No further actions to report
Actions list:
Baseboards
• Bracing strengtheners to be reviewed for success
• Continue to review for signs of damage and maintain alignments
• Backscene structure to be fitted, with consideration for the lighting fixings. Nigel & Alastair
are planning.
• Studying the plan and photographs it’s clear there’s a couple of small streams/culverts that
exist around the station. This needs some consideration about how they’ll be represented,
e.g. by cutting away some of the baseboard.
Scenic work
• All the major scenic elements have been marked on the boards, and this can now be used as
the impetus for building mock-ups – simple blocks or cereal packets will do, to give a flavour of
scale and construction needed for the detailed models. Volunteers please.
Track
• Fiddle yard design – south end is agreed, north end agreed in principle.
• Lay fiddle yard track using existing supply of code 55 flexible track
• Track to be hand-made to code 40 in the scenic section. Paul Moss obtaining some components
to trial first construction of some points
Electrics
• Original specification is DCC control, allowing laptop and smartphone operation.
• Jim has procured a kit of second-hand DCC power supply and associated bits (that description
may be a bit simplified!) he believes is, at possibly half the cost of buying new.

Alan Cooper
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Tuesday
unless stated
2021
05-Jan
12-Jan
19-Jan
26-Jan
02-Feb
09-Feb
16-Feb
23-Feb
02-Mar
09-Mar
16-Mar
23-Mar
30-Mar
06-Apr
13-Apr
20-Apr
27-Apr
04-May
11-May
18-May
25-May

CLUB TIMETABLE

Issue No 35 December 2020
Activity notes

Show day is cancelled
Committee meeting around this time

Other show news
Show cancelled - Possible invite for Finchley to Stevenage – but we may push Sutton!
Jan-21
Show cancelled - Cheriton invited to Stafford (postponed from 2020)
Feb-21
Show cancelled - Possible invite for Finchley to Leamington, LNWRS anniversary event
Mar-21
30 Apr/
Show cancelled - invitation for the Bristol show, both Cheriton and Sutton
1 May -21
15/16 MayShow cancelled – invitation for Cheriton to Market Deeping Show, at Stamford
21
Invitation for Fareham show, Sutton - subject to confirmation, with a possibility to be
2/3 Oct-21
deferred to a later show up to 2025
Cheriton invited to Stafford (postponed from 2020), subject to confirmation
5/6 Feb-22
Potentially we can occasionally advertise our layouts on the Facebook page for Model
Railway Exhibitions.
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EVENTS TIMETABLE
Date

Time

Organiser

16-Jan

Rail tour

06-Mar

Rail tour

20-Mar

Rail tour

27-Mar

Rail tour

Event

(nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)

St Pancras – Carlisle & return with Midland Pullman HST
Ealing Broadway – York via Bedford with 60163, return with class
47/57
Finsbury Park – Whitby via Letchworth & return, with Midland
Pullman HST
Peterborough – Worcester via Sandy, & return, TBC

Many train tours continue to be cancelled, but as you can see, some still run.
As for model railway shows, the earliest anyone is advertising a show is early March, with a proviso attached.

Key to Organiser
NLRHS
HMRS
SLS

RCTS
RCTS
RCTS
RCTS

–H
–W
–C
- MK

STS
LCGB-A
LCGB-B

North London Railway Historical Society
Keen House in Calshot St, Pentonville Road, near Kings Cross, Friday evenings or Wednesday afternoons. We
normally invite a speaker and the meetings are informal and in a sociable environment. Guests welcome.
Historical Model Railway Society
Whaddon Way Church Centre, West Bletchley, MK3 7JS, meetings at 19:30 unless stated. No charge to visitors
Stevenage Locomotive Society
Community Arts Centre, Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage SG1 1XN. Meetings start 7.30pm & include
refreshment break. Visitors £2 Day membership on the door (no charge if Stevenage Arts Guild Member)
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society
•
Hitchin meetings at Walsworth Road Baptist Church, Hitchin
•
Welwyn Garden City - Methodist Church, at the junction of Ludwick Way and Cole Green Lane, Welwyn
Garden City AL7 3PN, commencing at 14.00 (doors open 13.30)
•
Cambridge meetings are held at The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5HD, commencing at
19.30 Free parking is available at the Community Wing.
•
Milton Keynes meetings at Methodist Church, Silver St., Stony Stratford MK11 1BE, commencing at 19.30
Sandy Transport Society
Conservative Club, Bedford Road, Sandy, doors open 19:10. £2.00 for non-members, includes refreshments
Locomotive Club of Great Britain
St Albans meetings at 7:30pm on Thursdays at Chiswell Green United Reformed Church
Bedford meetings at 7.30pm on Tuesdays at St Johns Church Hall, St John’s Street, Bedford MK42 0DL

Model Event

See UK Model Shops Directory for exhibitions and toy fairs

Rail tour

See railtourinfo.co.uk or Railway Herald.

Collector
Event

See UK Model Shops Directory
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MEMBERS' MATTERS: Michael Satterthwaite
STRIVING FOR SOMETHING BETTER ( Part 3 )
As we entered into the first Lockdown back in March I started thinking about what materials I would
need to keep me going modelling wise through this uncertain time, and started by ordering some Blue
Engineering Brick Paper as at this stage I had 12 sections of Metcalfe retaining wall in stone that I
wanted to have a go at converting to blue brick. Having sourced the blue brick paper and ordered
plenty as this retaining wall will eventually cover some 12ft, I completed the first 12 sections and was
pleased with the result - so time to order some more of Metcalfe’s retaining wall as I needed another
27 sections only to discover it was sold out wherever I looked. This has been an ongoing issue
throughout the year with materials to keep the layout build progressing - plain track, points, point
motors, paints and even timber for starters, it just goes to show there are plenty of us modellers out
there. It is only in the last few weeks that I have managed to source these retaining walls and have
almost completed that 12ft section.
Next on the order list was some track
underlay and I started with a box of DCC
Concepts Track Bed as a trial. This comes in
a box of 100ft in 2ft lengths and I was
pleased with it. Having laid some and tested
it for curvature without any issues, before
long I had laid 85ft so I ordered a further
200ft to keep things going.
With plenty of underlay down (which has
been a straightforward job as I had already
marked out my track centre lines throughout
the station area), I have adapted this area
slightly from the Peterborough track plan. I
have effectively turned the Midland Lines
that ran behind the station into a small fiddle
yard so it will act as my storage area for the
goods trains giving me enough storage in this
section for 6 individual train formations.
Ready to start laying track and I decided that
I was going to lay it down with glue so I
started by the point work at Crescent
Junction round to the goods yard area; the
point work was glued first and then left to
dry. I continued with the curved section, this proved that I could lay the track on a curve and it
would hold its position and put a smile on my face when I put some mineral wagons on the sidings and
they didn’t roll away - that proved the effort of making sure that all of the framework was level
earlier in the year was worth it! This track work has now been through a hot summer in the loft
environment and the track has not moved in any way. Longer term, although I am using track bed, it is
still my intention to ballast it when everything has been tested thoroughly for fault free running.
Then we get to the Easter Break and I had laid my first 100ft of underlay. I was still waiting for the
next batch to be delivered, and not wishing to delay progress I took the opportunity to undertake
some of those jobs that one never gets around to. The first of these was to titivate my steam locos,
so they have had real coal added to the tenders, footplate crews and lamps added to the front, these
are now the minimum requirements for any steam loco on the layout. 14 Locos have been treated so
far and they look so much better for it. I have had the coal longer than I care to think about but it
Alan Cooper
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certainly improves the locos appearance. I may have sold my coaches and wagons previously when I
had my dabble with N Gauge but I am just so glad that I never let my locos go!
Next on the agenda was adding real coal to one of my rakes of 16ton mineral wagons that will form my
loaded coal train. 20 wagons have now been treated accordingly and the brake vans that run with
the goods trains have all had a guard added. As they say it’s the little touches that make a difference.
More shopping involved sourcing some wire in blue and red both for dropper wires and the bus wire
around the circuit, and a girder bridge from Scale Model Scenery that has enabled me to recreate
Crescent Bridge. This is a lovely model and the rivet detail on it is marvellous. I also purchased three
Great Northern style signal boxes from LCut Creative. These too are lovely little models and I have
made all three in different configurations. Again the detail on these is excellent, the bargeboard
detail is just exquisite.
Research never stops and I
managed to source a WTT for
Kings Cross to Doncaster for
1964, priceless in terms of detail
- every train service, headcode
and power classification of
motive power scheduled for each
service, it even identifies those
that were DMU operated.
Wonderful detail!
I also sourced a copy of the book
Kings Cross Lineside 1958 to 1984
and reading this has been a
revelation. I always thought
steam finished south of
Peterborough on the 16th June
1963 but according to this book
that’s not the case.

So I have all the info I need for my
passenger services but I am still
struggling with working times for all
the freight trains of this period other
than the famous Scotch Goods which I
know passed Peterborough at 17:10.
As I have alluded to before I have a
lovely rake of 18 Cemflo wagons based
on the Cliffe to Uddingston daily
cement workings, however I was not
sure of their running times through
Peterborough North. Time for some
detective work amongst the 700 odd
pictures that I have downloaded of the
area! I have a picture of an A4
passing Peterborough station on an Ian
Allan Special and the Cemflos are
clearly visible in the background.
Alan Cooper
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A quick search of Six Bells Junction Rail Tours website (recommended!, Ed) revealed the date of that
A4 special with the passing time for Peterborough North mystery solved. I now know that the Cement
train passed at 09:10 so that’s the down working sorted the only thing I know at this point about the
up working from pictures I have seen and the shadows on them you can tell that it was later in the
afternoon.
As for coal trains I know there were lots of them to London and Little Barford but alas I don’t know
the details as yet - any help gratefully received!
I have joined Robert Carroll’s Yahoo Coaching Stock Group and the information available on this site is
again priceless in terms of research. Every single train formation is available for every timetable
period, I want to set up my coach sets as close as possible to the real thing with prototypical detail so
that the formations look right. There was me thinking they would be generic sets. Oh no! every
single service is different. Just as one example, the Down West Riding 07:45 off Kings Cross, the first 8
coaches are formed of 8 different types of Mk1 Coach. My main Fiddle Yard will consist of 9 storage
roads, 2 will be for my Pullman formations and then the remaining 7 will be for my Mk 1 stock and all
7 rakes will be different having studied the detail available. I have had to compromise so there will
be 2 sets to cover Edinburgh services 2 for Newcastle 2 for Leeds and 1 for Cleethorpes. This was one
of those jobs undertaken during the hot summer months to keep things moving forward and has been a
real eye opener as you can never be sure of these details from pictures. I get as much pleasure from
this kind of research as I do with actual modelling and I look forward to the day when my fiddle yard
(which is half completed at present) is finished and I can make up those sets of coaches.
More work on these coaches during the summer has involved painting the roofs a more appropriate
colour, renumbering the coaches so they all have individual numbers and populating some Hornby
coaches with people.
So to date I have completed the majority
of the baseboards on the low-level
section and track is laid around 75% of it.
The fiddle yard island baseboards are all
completed and track work here is half
completed I have the points and
sufficient track to complete this section.
Then it will be time to tackle the highlevel section behind my station area
boards and wiring is all sorted ready for
track laying on that section. Again I have
sufficient track to complete this and
once this is done I can complete the
boards for the main station area. I have
deliberately left this till last as otherwise
I would not be able to get easy access to
work on the high-level section as the
boards here are 2ft wide but will
eventually be 3ft wide.
It will soon be time to start the testing
regime and running some trains and I look
forward to that however I still have some
electrical conundrums that I need help
with so the sooner club nights can
resume the better.
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With no holidays in the motorhome this year from the start of Lockdown I actually worked on this
project for some 150 days consecutively from the 23 March and have amazed myself just how far it’s
come this year. I have been steadily accumulating coaches and wagons throughout the year and have
just about reached the point where I have sufficient coaches to fill the fiddle yard. I have certainly
got more rolling stock now than I have ever had before and this time they have been targeted
purchases to make certain train formations. Whilst searching for some of these coaches I came across
some Brake Second Opens which at that stage I wasn’t aware anyone made and I had thought I was
going to have to use some Brake Second Corridors as a substitute so that was a nice bonus and the 3
BSO’s that were available were duly purchased and now means there is no need to compromise on
coach types when the time comes to make those rakes up.
I am so grateful for this hobby of ours it has kept me focused throughout this terrible year and I hate
to think where I would have been without it.

A Happy New Year to You All
Stay Safe and keep Modelling
Michael Satterthwaite
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MEMBERS' MATTERS 2: Alan Cooper
Well, I did say “will I even make any progress?”. So, no, I’ve not progressed my coach building or
painting any further this quarter, but I did make some tweaks to the signal box that may replace the
existing one on Sutton, if it’s thought good enough. There’s a little more work required, and if I
can’t finish it before I move then Bern has kindly volunteered to do so.
Here’s some pictures as a reminder.

The finials need to be made and fitted at the roof ends, and the walkway and handrails need fitting to
the front and left end. I’ve had one attempt (hence some marks on the front), but it needs re-doing
and so I recently bought some brass strips for the planks, and brackets for the supports.

The weathering is in the earliest stages.
The box is built from a thick card, with hand-scribed planking, and the raised framing was cut from
paper (in one piece) and overlaid. The whole is built around a 3mm thick wooden floor in the middle
and mounted on a card base to aid bedding-in. The base needs some scatter materials, maybe even a
patch of spuds & beans growing for the bobby’s benefit. The windows are a thick plastic section, onto
which I painted the frames with a bow pen. This was done a long time ago, and today I’d probably
seek some laser-cut frames instead.
Alan Cooper
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I purchased the steps but the handrails are hand-made from plastic strip. The roof is a thick paper,
in strips with the tiling cut
individually with sharp
scissors.
The two chimneys were
soldered up from brass
tubing and locate on pins
sticking up from the stoves
inside. They may need a
tweak to ensure they’re
upright. Plastic guttering is
used along the eaves, then I
bent some brass wire for
the downpipes. The
hopper and holderbats are
3D prints from ModelU, and
very good they are.
There’s a full interior, with
roof trusses, lever frame
with 104 levers, instrument shelf, clock, tables, chairs, sink, notice boards and lamps.
The barge boards were particularly fiddly, but they are of the correct pattern for the line. I used thin
ply, and a mini drill to make varying hole shapes. This is again something that would be better as a
laser-cut or etched item.
Would I do one again? Yes, certainly,
notwithstanding the comments about window
frames and barge boards. It’s taken me many
years on and off, but I still enjoyed it – overall!!

Alan Cooper
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AIRBRUSHING FOR NOVICES
I’ve read a number of things on the web, in magazines and so on, to give me a background on the
subject, and there’s all manner of YouTube videos to choose from too. At the end of the day one
needs to take the plunge and practice, but here’s a few notes on what I’ve read so far – and we’ll see
how it turns out when I do get the chance to practice.
Choose an airbrush
This will depend on your pocket and needs. You will need to be able to provide a good finish on locos
and coaches, but you may well accept a ‘good enough’ finish on wagons, and on scenic applications.
If you have a deeper pocket you could even consider more than one airbrush to suit differing needs.
Then there’s the attributes of an airbrush:
Paint mix
Nozzle

External mix is a beginners-level feature with less finesse. An internal mix is superior
Broad will suit painting and weathering larger areas.
Narrow is good for fine lines and detailing
Cap
Round for consistency when applying multiple coats.
Crown cap for close-up working.
Oval cap larger scale models and scenic work.
Feed
Gravity for reduced wastage and better atomisation of the paint.
Siphon feed will give better visibility.
Operation
A button trigger provides greater precision, and is both smaller and lighter.
A pistol grip will reduce fatigue, and is good for beginners and larger models.
A pre-set handle can provide a limit of travel for the trigger, allowing consistency of
finish for repetitive passes.
Needles
For general purpose work a 0.5mm needle is suitable, but for finer work a
0.2mm/0.3mm is better – though will need more care and cleaning.
Maintenance A better quality airbrush will have solvent-resistant seals
Brands
Include - Harder & Steenbeck, Badger, Iawata, Neo, Sparmax, Hansa, DeVilbiss,
Paasche, Richpen – models from £20 to over £220
Example, see everythingairbrush.com
Compressors can be anything from £60 to over £800.
And as a possible alternative, some modellers do use ‘rattle can’ aerosols, often Halfords car colours
and primers, but Phoenix paints do railway colours too. Like anything they need practice, and can
give good results, but have little ability to control the paint flow for detailing.
Choose an air supply
Whatever the method, the air pressure needs to be consistent, preferably to a maximum of 25psi but
avoid simple cans of compressed air. Too much pressure will help create the ‘orange-peel’ effect by
drying the paint before it reaches the model.
Cheap compressors are likely to be a based on a diaphragm, and may keep cutting out to avoid
overheating.
A piston compressor will be quieter, more efficient, and should last longer too,
A good model will have a pressure regulator, moisture trap, reservoir tank and a bleed valve for
excess pressure release. A filtration system is useful to remove potential contaminants.
By comparison, if you admire the models Bern has produced, he has used a suitably-inflated old car
tyre, but presumably with the car detached.
For the record, I purchased a Harder & Steenbeck Evolution Silverline airbrush (with 0.2mm and
0.4mm needles), and a Switzer compressor. The compressor came with a pair of Royalmax airbrushes
(differing models), which have a so-so reputation – if you get a good one it’s ok, if you get a poor one,
don’t bother. I suspect I’ll reserve them for basic scenic work; these came with 0.2mm and 0.3mm
needles for one model, and a 0.35mm needle for the other.
Alan Cooper
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Safety
Fumes are a big health issue, so find a suitable face mask (in this current environment?), and use an
extractor fan if possible. Good ventilation is a must, but outdoors is not necessarily recommended
due to wind, sun and so on. Screwfix have good masks for under £30, and Expo Tools have a face
mask for about £8 and can also supply spray booths for about £130. However I see no reason why you
couldn’t try it with a large cardboard box with an old vacuum cleaner pipe set in the box wall to
extract the air.
Paints and painting
Humbrol has a large range, but Railmatch and Precision Paints (Phoenix) have good railway-specific
ranges. Vallejo have an ‘Air Jet’ range, pre-thinned for airbrushing.
Always use the matching brand of thinners for the paint brand used. And if using acrylic paints, use
acrylic thinners not water.
You will need a good workstation – don’t upset the domestic authorities by getting overspray on the
sofa or kitchen table. And you will need a way to handle the model without damaging what you’ve
just achieved. A ‘lazy susan’ turntable is useful, as may be toilet roll inserts gently wedged inside a
model.
A recent suggestion for a ‘lazy susan’ is to glue unwanted CD or DVD discs to some ply, drill
a central hole for a pivot, and mount them CD face to face.
Ensure the model to be painted is cleaned with warm, soapy water to remove all grease. Cleanliness
is paramount. Dry the model thoroughly.
Use a primer for bare surfaces, and use several thinner coats rather than one thick coat.
Tamiya masking tapes provide very good masking capabilities for fine details. For larger areas of
masking use kitchen foil stuck down with the Tamiya tapes – the foil will sit better than using paper.
Mix the paint and thinners in a separate jar, in a 2:1 ratio, to be the consistency of milk.
The liquids can be transferred using pipettes or drinking straws – by holding a thumb on the top of the
straw.
If the mix is too thin it will blow around on the surface of the model, and if too thick it will give an
orange peel effect.
Practice on anything except your prized models!
Around 10” to 12” from the subject is suitable for general spraying, and 5” to 6” for detailing.
Work on the corners and recesses first as part of a number of passes. Allow the paint to dry between
coats.
If the paint runs, wipe with a clean cloth with thinners.
As an addition to the premise of this piece, I also found this advice on undoing old weathering:
Cotton buds and an old toothbrush are useful to rub away paint using airbrush thinners, or Dettol.
Fairy Power Spray is useful on acrylics, whereas white spirit and T-Cut are good on enamels.
Suppliers
www.phoenix-paints.co.uk – almost 300 paints
Railmatch from Howesmodels.co.uk, Gaugemaster, Hattons, KS models Stevenage – 130 paints
Fox-transfers.co.uk supply both brands 14ml tinlets for £3.85, up to 250ml tins for £23.30
Lifecolor paints have a range of paint sets for differing subjects, some of which would be good
weathering sets for railways.
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Clean, Clean, Clean
Clean the airbrush tools thoroughly as soon as the painting session is finished.
Use appropriately branded thinners in a cleaning jar, with a high air pressure setting, sprayed onto old
newspaper until it runs clear. Then continue with a finger over the nozzle, to force air & thinners
back through the cup. Wear protective equipment for this stage!
Use thinners with a cloth and cotton buds to clean the outside of the airbrush.
Disassemble (if possible), wipe down with the branded thinners and dribble a little into holes.
Reassemble and blow air through.
It’s good practice to have the airbrush serviced occasionally, which may require specialist tools to do
oneself.
I’ve also seen advice that Mr Muscle Window Cleaner, diluted 50:50 with water, is good for cleaning an
airbrush.

TRAFFIC NOTICE
East-West Rail
With a minor tweak to plans, the new Cambourne station may be sited to the north (rather than
south) of the town. A public consultation will be held in early 2021, and it will undoubtedly be
followed by pressure from local groups about the ensuing route into Cambridge – they are already
rallying.
A dozen or so 3-car trains has been put ‘on notification’ as required for the Oxford – Bedford section in
advance of any electrification.
Great Northern & ECML route
Biggleswade station is formally on the list for work under the ‘Access for All’ programme following
Network Rail being granted an additional £300m a while back, along with 72 other stations, including
Flitwick. Initial designs for new step-free access have been presented to the parties involved, but not
without some difficulty as there are claims of a lack of co-ordinated planning. It’s been complicated
as Mid Beds District Council has been considering a transport interchange hub at the station
(considered as far back as 2011!!) and it’s only recently been coming to the fore, but nonetheless the
current plan is for the station work to be will completed during Autumn 2022, a bit earlier than was
originally planned. This is obviously still not good enough for the Facebook community!! As for the
interchange, that planning is still in progress and the project is reliant on funding from housing
development in the area.
Smartphone ticketing is being rolled out, with the latest bar-code readers at selected stations on the
GN network, including Hitchin, Sandy and St Neots, and at Leagrave and Flitwick on Thameslink. In
the Covid world it’s reported 1/3rd of all ticket sales are now through smartphone apps.
GN Thameslink is recruiting drivers. A trainee can expect to start on £31k, and newspapers reported
an average driver salary of about £54k last year. As a comparison from when I started work in 1978,
trainee drivers earned about the same as a basic office clerical worker. Now it’s nearly twice as
much!
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I’m sure you’re aware of the ongoing work
on the ECML. Kings Cross will have been
closed for a week or so over Christmas to
rebuild much of the trackwork. Further
closures are set for the end of January, 2628 February, 23-25 April and 5/6 June, along
with a further shutdown at Peterborough in
January for the Stamford line Werrington
dive-under. This is scheduled for completion
in the summer
Here’s a view of the projected new
alignments.
With the introduction of Azumas it had been
anticipated the class 91s would be ‘moved
on’. 12 of them are now to be refurbished
during 2021 to support Kings Cross to
York/Leeds/Bradford/Skipton services,
possibly for up to 4 years. A couple of class
91s were used to test the wires between
Kettering and Bedford for the first time, in
October.

Sunday 27 December. Here’s 700141 on the 1P27 11:09 from Arlesey to Finsbury Park (Kings Cross
being closed for engineering), all twelve carriages of it. Do you remember the 2-car DMUs that
would shuttle between Hitchin and Huntingdon? The number of passengers may be about the same!!
Inter-city trains were turning round at Stevenage.

On the following pages is a further instalment taken from Trains Illustrated, October 1959, with
permission from Ian Allan. It’s a fascinating insight into train workings from more than 60 years ago,
specifically regarding an accident at Hitchin in 1958.
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NOTICE BOARD
•

Continued and ongoing from No 10–
Oerlikon units: as issue 30
Is it really 13 years ago a group of us travelled to
York to measure and photograph the last
remaining Oerlikon car? London Road Models
continues to advertise the parts to complete a kit
will be available ‘shortly’.

•

Continued from 21, and remains open
We may consider a small new layout once we’ve
got Finchley and Aylesbury properly progressed,
to be fully considered and planned before
anything is built. It will be aided enormously if it
will make use of the trestles and beams and is
not a large scheme! The floor is open to your
proposals.
Currently we have a small selection of ideas from
Bob, primarily as adaptations or additions to the
club’s existing layouts – e.g. variations on a docks
area for Sutton, an additional baseboard for
Cheriton to make a through line. Jim has
suggested a preserved line scheme, and there’s a
suggestion for Cromer Beach.

•

•

Standing item:
If you want your stock to run on club layouts then
it will need to conform to minimum standards.
Our OO layouts are to finer standards than ‘train
set’, using code 75 track, and Aylesbury (N scale)
is using fine code 40. For any layout we need to
stock it with appropriate items conforming to
those track standards.
Suitable means of the right wheel profiles, backto-backs and couplings that will enable the layout
to operate smoothly. The OO layouts use Sprat &
Winkle couplings, Aylesbury will use D&G.
Trains should be from the right period and region,
with loco crew, lamps, corridor connections,
passengers, wagon loads, weathering – all such
details that help lift the presentation of any
layout.

Club shirts – do you need a new one?
Contact Alan C if you do – we have the following
in stock:
Polo – White (S, M), Green (L)
Sweat – Grey (S, M x2, L , XL)
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AND FINALLY…
Nothing quirky this time, just the chance to share this picture of B12/3 61572 at Weybourne on the
North Norfolk railway, I think around 2007.

And whilst including that, here’s Class 11 shunter 12131, seen on the same trip. Model Rail magazine
has announced a collaboration with Heljan to produce a model of one of these locomotives. They
were built from 1945 and pretty much all withdrawn by the end of 1969. Many were allocated to
Willesden, and some allocated to Immingham. That makes them a possibility to include on Finchley
or Sutton.
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