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In the last issue I wrote ‘Tis the season to be jolly’, but, my goodness, do we need a sense of humour
to help us through some of what we now face. What a remarkably different picture the world is, and
changing daily as I write my notes during March. No pubs, no café and so on, no events, restricted
travel, people losing their jobs and livelihoods, all of it being of far greater importance than model
railways. Ironically many of us will probably end up with a greater amount of time to devote to
modelling, and, in linking this to some recent articles, what a great hobby to see us through, a sort of
oasis in the desert of isolation. Model railways not important? It may be more so than you think, if it
helps get you through.
Alan
In this issue:
Club Notes:
Layouts:
Timetable:
Members’ Matters 1:
2:
Feature:
Traffic:
Notice Board:
And Finally:

Updates on activities
The latest updates for each
I’ve removed this page for now, with no events to report.
New Boards for Bern
All Change (Striving for something better) - Michael
Railway Societies, part 2 of 3
Notes on the local rail scene.
Projects, suggestions, hints & tips
A selection of pictures from our show

The Picture
Here’s a 1960s picture showing a Derby-built 2-car DMU, of class 114. There were 49 of these units,
introduced from late 1956, and they were almost always all allocated to Lincoln, bar a brief year’s stint at
Darnall for some, and until the last pair were in service and allocated to Tyseley around 1992. They were
synonymous with Lincolnshire and Sheffield area services. There are two units and one trailer car preserved
According to my notes, I managed to see 45 of the units, but the other 4 were withdrawn pre-1976 when I
started ‘serious’ spotting. The main interest here is the original Sutton-on-Sea station on the ex-GNR
Mablethorpe Loop (single line) between Willoughby and Louth (the direction the DMU is facing) – business looks
brisk! The station had a small goods yard, passing loop, and saw around 6 trains each way in the 1950s. The
loop closed in October 1970.
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CLUB NOTES
Committee
With the club’s activities suspended it may reduce our requirements temporarily, but there will be
future shows, finances and other minor aspects for the committee to continue with. It looks like
committee discussions will be electronic if we can’t meet up. I am hoping we have some reasonable
dry weather, as with the Roundabout Club being closed we have no access to check the roof leak.
Shows & Trips
They’re all off! And who knows where this will all go. At this time I’d even predict there’s unlikely to
be any shows we could attend this year.
EBMRS Show 2020, and 2021
There was plenty of fun before we even opened the show this year, having to contend with the closing
and subsequent reopening of Stratton House Hotel, the bread roll supplier going out of business and
the ham supplier no longer supplying domestically. We got there (thank you, Dick!), and we managed
to raise £107.31 for The Alzheimer’s Society.
A special thank you to Karen Weitzel (Michael’s daughter) for running the kitchen this year – great job!
– and then to my brother Graham, sister-in-law Karen and their son Kieran for their help in the
kitchen. Kieran gave up a day of his weekend home from Uni, whilst Karen (a nurse) and Steve Lacey
(a retired GP) from the Sandy Transport Society helped look after a gentleman who had a fall in the
foyer area. I’m glad to say he recovered and is now on medication for a heart condition he was
unaware of. Other than that, a thank you to you all for doing what you do.
Knowing that we’d clash with Milton Keynes once more, we did what we could with advertising, and
we did manage to keep visitor numbers broadly in line with 2019 despite the stormy weather.
Unfortunately, we did incur a small loss this year, and I’ve asked you all for your thoughts as well as
inputs for next year being our 60th anniversary. For now, we continue to plan, and your comments and
suggestions will be given proper consideration, but some aspects may not be practical as we plan
about 3 years in advance, including avoiding Doncaster and ScotRail weekends to keep our traders.
And who knows what might happen in the next year? It’s worth reiterating that we have made a
profit in other years when we’ve clashed with Milton Keynes, there’s more than one factor in play
each year.
We had planned to produce our 2021 flyers for the Market Deeping show – but now that’s on hold too,
whilst we watch for signs of returning to normal.
Market Deeping has already indicated our invite is
extended to next year’s show.
Other news
Willy Williams paid his annual subscription and admitted he is a
dad at the age of 50! Here’s a picture of Alfie, born in July,
He appears to be a 0-2-2-0, as there’s 2 arms and 2 legs, no sign
of a leading bogie (unlike many similar models) and also doesn’t
appear to have a tender behind. Many congratulations!
An appeal
A loco was lost from the 2nd hand stall this year – have you seen
it? It’s a Hornby 3-rail Standard 2-6-4 tank – please contact me
if you know of its whereabouts.
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FINCHLEY ROAD ST JOHN’S WOOD
Bob has been steadfastly working on wiring for BBT and reached a stage
where he could do no more just as the virus shutdown struck. Until
then, Bern and Simon were working their way around a solution where
we have a crossing that spans a baseboard join. It’s about ready to be
electrically isolated through the various parts, and then will require
some cosmetic adaptations to make the solid copperclad base look like
sleepered track – see picture, right.
Some 18 months ago Bern and I got into discussions on the style of lamps
for Finchley station. Those shown in contemporary photos show a style
that was a LMS standard, but is not available commercially and would be
very difficult to scratch-build. I let the subject drift, until I realised how
long I’d procrastinated. With a further review I decided we’d purchase
some from the Gaugemaster range which are similar in style to originals
in the 19th century.

In reviewing station lamps Bern reminded me how he’d done
those that hang from the platform awnings, which can be
seen here in this quite atmospheric shot.

Whilst resolving that side of things I also set to, to order the various signal parts we require (and order
some for myself at the same time). The best matches for our needs can be supplied by Model Signal
Engineering (Wizard Models), and indeed we have those parts now, and by Gibson. Gibson proved
very difficult to contact. When I got through, our needs were out of stock! However, they did say
that what we need should prompt them to re-stock, which was promising, and of course I’ve heard
nothing for a few weeks now. Hmmmmm….. meanwhile, Bern took a look at the MSE parts and kits,
one of which includes a kit for a ladder – each rung to be soldered separately – to which he replied
“I’m not building that ******* kit ladder”. Fair enough!
Alan Cooper
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Bern has further been active with buildings for Finchley, and here’s some yard offices – apparently the
last required building – hoorah!

Michael and I have started the stripping of remaining fiddle yard track that is regarded as out of
alignment, and we’ve planned how and where to re-lay.
I remain to source parts for point rodding, from the likes of Wizard models, Brassmasters or Ambis
Engineering.
Actions list:
Baseboards
• Board alignment joints are being checked and completed as we progress with electrics and
track laying.
• Transportation arrangements to be finalised, potentially following Dave Sutton’s suggestions.
Controls & Electrics
• Continue fitting point motors and drop wires; this is the ongoing priority.
• Jim has devised an approach to electrically-testing the scenic boards without having to set up
any of the fiddle yard section.
• Signals - Apart from a few shunt signals, we need only 4 posts, with one wall-hung colour light
signal already built and attached to the Finchley station building. The 4 to build include 1
bracket with a colour light signal, 2 single post semaphores and one bracket semaphore with a
couple of arms. Bern has volunteered to build them.
Track
• Fiddle yard track will be re-laid in due course, and where copperclad is used the gapping is to
be done.
• Repairs to scenic board track ends
• Point rodding Items to be identified and purchased.
• 3rd & 4th rails to be re-laid.
• Stubs on the end of the two council yard sidings need to be laid, to the end of the cork base.
• Uncoupling magnet and loco lift positions are now being resolved, items yet to be purchased.
Presentation
• Lighting the layout - Jim is firming up an approach. Its attachment to the layout has been
considered by Dave Sutton (this has been done very successfully on other layouts)
• The design concept allowed for a repeat signal diagram display at the front of the layout – we
have had initial discussions, still on the agenda.
Alan Cooper
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Scenic work
• There will be a few outbuildings needed for the yard. The Electricity Works would be a nice
addition but may not be practical; it is very big!
• The sub-structure for the raised scenic end of Finchley is prepared, with the final positioning of
buildings marked out. We may need to adapt positions of some of the buildings at the entrance
to the goods yard.
• We have yet to work out how trains will exit ‘stage Willesden’; possibly a footbridge.
• A backscene will be required, demonstrating Finchley Road, a garage, the council yard and
housing and sports field beyond. How we represent Arkwright Mansions above the Finchley
Road cutting has been sketched out, and will require some detailed painting.
Here’s a baseboard-by baseboard overview
BBG needs a small section of 3rd & 4th rail laid, but is wired
and has its point motor. End protectors are in progress.

BBH needs 3rd & 4th rail laid, but is wired. End protectors are
in progress. Point rodding to follow.

BBI is wired and needs 3rd & 4th rails. There are very small
sections of track and buffer stops to be fitted at the end of
the Corporation sidings. Point rodding to follow. End
protectors are in progress.

BBJ needs 3rd & 4th rails and some track repairs, including
strengthening the section under the crossing that straddles
the right hand end which was detailed in the main text
above. Point rodding to follow. End protectors are in
progress.
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BBL is where the scenic part of the layout morphs into the
non-scenic run to the fiddle yard. This may be disguised by
something like a footbridge. Some element of 3rd & 4th rail
will still be required. The original scheme considered an
information board at the front to hide the view and to
demonstrate the layout and the original railway.
The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as we
progress. End protectors are in progress.
BBM The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress.

BBR The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress.

BBS The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress.

BBT The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress. The basic
electrics have been prepared by Bob

BBU End protectors are in progress. Bracing needs to be
done, ensure rails are complete and gapped, point tie bars,
sleeper gapping, basic electrics and point motors.
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BBV. End protectors are in progress. Bracing needs to be
done. Tracks require cutting back, to be re-laid to the wider
spacing now required for the fiddle yard. This has been
marked up ready to do. Otherwise ensure rails are complete
and gapped, point tie bars, sleeper gapping, basic electrics
and point motors. The green highlights show positions for
loco lifts.
BBW Track to be laid in conjunction with BBV to ensure it is
correctly aligned. End protectors are in progress.

BBX Track to be laid in conjunction with BBW to ensure it is
correctly aligned. End protectors are in progress.

BBY Track to be laid in conjunction with BBX to ensure it is
correctly aligned. The alignment bolts holes and dowels need
checking as we progress. End protectors are in progress.

BBZ The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress. Ensure rails
are complete and gapped, point tie bars, sleeper gapping,
basic electrics and point motors.
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SUTTON-ON-SEA
Despite the invite to take Sutton to Fareham in October 2020, and possibly Taunton shortly after, we
have yet to have formal confirmations, and who knows what might happen with the current climate
for events.
A start had been made for testing, so that’s a priority for when we can get back to the club. Whilst
they layout is set up we have started drilling out the new end boards, with those for the fiddle yard
boards still to do. The protective transport battens on the rear of the backscene need refitting about
an inch higher than they used to be.
As we have removed the old leg system, the original means to attach lights has been removed too.
Whilst we proposed using the system being designed for Finchley, we may well have to ‘cobble’
something if Sutton does indeed go out in the autumn.
Doug took Jim’s original control panel support away and transformed a good system into a very good
and robust support that will also fix to the rear of the layout.
We must add a protector that doesn’t blacken the
backscene every time we pack the layout; having to
repaint the backscene every time is both time consuming
an unnecessary, as well as making that backscene
thicker!
As was mentioned before, Bern rebuilt the shunt signal
that applies to platform 1 road, to shunt back into the
goods yard. Here’s a low-level view of it to drool over.

Actions list:
Baseboards
• Fit new baseboard end protectors – these are partially done.
• Produce a ‘Quick Guide’ for layout assembly
• Fit the travel protectors higher up the backscene
Electrics
• Label switches to points for diagnostics, produce an overlay illustrating point numbers, ensuring
matched to naming convention under the boards
• Investigate practicalities of installing a control panel-powered push-button mic system.
Scenic Work
• The ongoing transit damage needs a constant watch, so it looks like it’s worth considering what
protection we can build for transporting.
Presentation
• Consider adopting the Finchley lighting rig for Sutton too, now we are moving to using beams and
trestles.
Alan Cooper
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AYLESBURY TOWN
Nigel is, almost single-handedly, continuing to assess the next steps. The fiddle yard plan is being
considered and he’s measured the boards to check clearances for the yard against the backscene.
Actions list:
Baseboards
• Bracing strengtheners to be reviewed for success
• Continue to review for signs of damage and maintain alignments
• Backscene structure to be fitted, with consideration for the lighting fixings. Nigel & Alastair
are planning.
• Studying the plan and photographs it’s clear there’s a couple of small streams/culverts that
exist around the station. This needs some consideration about how they’ll be represented,
e.g. by cutting away some of the baseboard.
Scenic work
• All the major scenic elements have been marked on the boards, and this can now be used as
the impetus for building mock-ups – simple blocks or cereal packets will do, to give a flavour of
scale and construction needed for the detailed models. Volunteers please.
Track
• Fiddle yard design – south end is agreed, north end agreed in principle.
• Lay fiddle yard track using existing supply of code 55 flexible track
• Track to be hand-made to code 40 in the scenic section. Paul Moss obtaining some components
to trial first construction of some points
Electrics
• Original specification is DCC control, allowing laptop and smartphone operation.
• Jim has procured a kit of second-hand DCC power supply and associated bits (that description
may be a bit simplified!) he believes is, at possibly half the cost of buying new. I’d like to push
on with the debate for this – I shall ask Nigel to consider this.

CHERITON BISHOP
With the cancellation of the Market Deeping show we have no immediate actions for Cheriton, but the
next time we want to use the layout it will need a proper test, clean and review for damage.

Alan Cooper

Page 9

30/03/2020

CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society

Issue No 32

March 2020

MEMBERS' MATTERS 1
New Boards for Bern – a Performance by Mr David Sutton
Dave sent this to me as “something for the newsletter, or poke a hole in it and use it in the lavvy”.
How appropriate at this time of shortages! Anyway, on to Dave…..
Although this isn’t modelling it is about something we couldn’t do without.
Occasionally I get a call via the Samaritans from those in need of help. In this case it was from Bern
who wanted some baseboards making, and rather than the obvious choice of a professional baseboard
manufacturing company he asked me.
The spec was a simple one, 4 boards of 4’ x 2’ making a 16’ end to end layout, with baseboard dowels
for alignment with 2 bolts per join.
Board 1 was to have 2 pairs of legs, with boards 2,3 & 4 having just 1 pair each and piggy-backing off
the preceding board. We agreed a spec of 9mm birch ply tops and sides with the ends made from a
sandwich of 6mm ply and 20mm blocks (similar to Finchley Road…but better..).
After delivery of
the ply and timber I made up a cutting list and converted into all the relevant pieces, I then made a
jig for the ends.
Assembly was by glueing and
pinning, they were made up
slightly oversize (5mm) so that
they could all be machined
accurately after.
After machining to size a
template was made to mark the
dowels and bolt holes and these
were then drilled and fixed in place.

An issue with the dowels that comes up is that the holes drilled rarely have a flat bottom to them so
the dowels don’t sit flat but slightly skewed. It’s very difficult to spot with the naked eye but it’s
enough to stop them aligning. The simple trick is to fix them in place then back the screws out a ¼
turn, this is sufficient to hold the dowel in position but swivel to make an accurate fit.
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To prove they work:

The sides of 9mm ply were then screwed in place.

The 9mm tops were then added.

Along with the bracing, Bern required one division and two 45 degree braces and supplied a plan for
each board (based on what was going on top). Following this plan I got one wrong as I flipped
between viewing from the bottom then the top, luckily I realised quickly and managed to put it right.
(I said he should have used a professional company)
Alan Cooper
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Bern’s requirement for legs was a simple frame rather than trestles and beams, so I made up as
lightweight as possible.
These were fixed to the baseboard ends with hinges and a
diagonal brace made from ply, all fixing bolts have
wingnuts for easy assembly. The legs make stacking
awkward but they are easy to put up.
One addition for ease of assembly was to fix a couple of
small metal plates at the ‘joining’ end for the piggy back
boards, this means that instead of trying to hold a one
legged board and align the dowels in one go you can place
the board within 20mm and then guide the dowels
together.
After final assembly the boards were delivered to Bern’s
garage and put up (together) for the first time, I was
relieved that they fitted accurately and made a long flat
board.

They are sturdy with little movement and will be a suitable baseboard for a Great Northern inspired
layout.
A post script from the new owner, Mr Bern Munday
“I am absolutely bloody delighted with them!”
And please note, it’s to house a layout based on BR (ex-GC) practice, not GN!

Alan Cooper
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MEMBERS' MATTERS 2
All Change (Striving for Something Better) – Michael Satterthwaite
After some 3 to 4 years building Llandudno Junction in N Gauge a few realities started to dawn on me.
With DCC you need to call up a loco by its number and as these are one to four digit addresses the
system I use for ex-LMS locos is their original number i.e. Black 5 45274 would be 5274. Simple, the
issue was going to be how to identify one Black 5 from another when I intended to have a fleet of
these. At the distance they would have been from my operating position, I realised I was not going to
be able to read the numbers and the same principle would have applied to numerous other classes and
as my eyes are not getting any better with advancing years this situation would not improve, Also my
fingers are not that dextrous these days at making N Gauge kits so enthusiasm for this project started
to wane. This was around May 2018.
Thoughts turned to what to do next, reverting back to OO Gauge. Despite the fact I had sold all of my
coaches and most of my wagons in this gauge at recent exhibitions I had retained my entire fleet of
DCC sound fitted steam locos, diesels and DMU’s which are predominately of Eastern Region types so
any new layout would be of a location where these types were seen. either north or south of the
border. I had also retained my Code 75 track so it was time to look it all out again.
After I had packed away all my N Gauge stock for re-sale I started lifting the N gauge track and all
dropper wires were recovered for recycling. This took some 3 months to complete through the
summer of 2018, between holidays.
So through the remainder of 2018 lots of research into locations took place through books and the
web, Rail Scot and the Great North of Scotland Railway web sites have been particularly useful. The
former won’t let you download pictures so you just have to print them instead! I have finally cracked
getting into old maps on the National Library of Scotland website something I never managed with
Llandudno. There has been no rushing with this project as it could be my last, so I am determined it is
going to be ‘right first time’ learning from previous errors.
As you may recall the layout is in the loft and the N Gauge one was set at an operating height of 24
inches. I mulled over dropping this to increase the size of the layout and experimented with
different heights. I tried 20 inches and then 18 inches and found I could just crawl underneath to do
the wiring at this height so that was the first big decision. That might seem a tight squeeze but,
wearing varifocal glasses, I actually find it easier now when underneath the boards doing the wiring as
it is closer to me! Time to start dropping all of the boards in height at which point I decided I would
follow club practise and use coach bolts to hold the boards together. Previously I had only used
screws, needless to say the difference is amazing! The boards are now much more rigid, so a good
solid foundation. This new height gives an operating area 18ft 3 inches x 14 ft to play with.
As train storage is crucial, I decided I could start building the fiddle yard prior to knowing what the
mainline was going to look like and had built 2 sets of sidings of 5 roads of which any could be
accessed and departed from – again, learning from previous errors this time I wanted a continuous run
on the main line.
As I still have not got my head around using Templot (has anyone? Ed.) I resorted to using Peco Point
Templates to play around with the entry & exit formation for the fiddle yard, and this has proved its
worth as the track went down first time.
The fiddle yard is laid with standard code 75 track however for the mainline this time I wanted to
have the correct sleeper spacing so during this planning phase I did some research on this and found
out the measurements and then took a piece of code 75 track and started chopping the webbing and
removing sleepers and spacing them accordingly. Very time consuming but they looked better so I
continued doing more.
Alan Cooper
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Following lots of research I had settled on Laurencekirk as my small station for the mainline
continuous run. This had a reasonable service in steam days and had the added bonus of a small goods
yard for operational value, and passing loops. I know it’s been done before and I had seen the article
on it in Hornby Magazine in the March 2018 issue and binned it before I had any thoughts of modelling
it myself. Now to get hold of that copy again, we were at Welwyn in April 2019 setting up for the show
and I see someone selling the full 12 issues from 2018. I quickly confirm that Laurencekirk is in the
March issue and purchase them and then Jim bless him promptly tells me he has a copy of that to give
away! Once I had made the decision to go back to OO gauge I started purchasing some coaches and
wagons so that I had something to give me accurate train length measurements for the fiddle yard
siding lengths.
Having played around with sleeper spacing Peco then bring out there new Code 75 Track with the
correct sleeper spacing so I purchased some as a sample and laid it. However, as the sleeper widths
are different to their standard Code 75 track it just didn’t look right against my code 75 points and as
I possess somewhere in the region of 100 I am not changing them so the new track idea with correct
sleeper spacing was binned.
At this point I wasn’t happy with the state of my baseboards. They were about 30 years old and
showing their age. I was determined to build something better but this time the wiring would be
planned into the build rather than an after-thought so at the start of August last year I commenced
dismantling the old boards one by one and building new boards with fresh timber and by the middle of
the month I had replaced half the boards with new ones.
I am now in a position where all my trains are packed away and I am continually moving stuff around
the loft to create space to move forward. I then start thinking about installing Celotex to insulate the
loft. I had been mulling this over for some 18 months hoping that this would improve the winter time
environment however to install this would involve ripping out all of my baseboards so it was a case of
now or never whilst there was no track work to consider.
So mid-August having decided I am going to install the insulation I start dismantling the baseboards
and then start removing the plywood sheets that formed the only insulation I had on the roof tiles - No
going back now!
It was dirty, filthy work and whilst I was undertaking this I decided I would be ruthless and have a
complete clear out of junk that has accumulated within the loft over the years. There were several
trips to the recycling centre to get rid of it.
From top to bottom each section of the roof is over 16ft and I started recycling my old baseboard
frames for use as battens to go underneath the Celotex to give the required breathing space. The
loft soon swallowed up my baseboards and I ended up buying more timber for use as battens. At the
end of August I purchased 5 sheets of 8ft x 4ft Celotex and proceeded to start fitting the stuff. No
two sections within the loft are the same so everything had to be measured and cut to fit - it was
whilst doing this that I finally got my head around metric measurements! After cutting several sections
of Celotex with a saw I found it was much easier and cleaner to cut it with a carving knife.
By mid-September I had finished stripping out all of the old roof lining and completed the dirty work.
I had also used the 5 sheets of Celotex I had purchased on 1 side of my 3 sided roof so I worked out I
needed 9 more sheets to complete the job. These were duly purchased and were installed by
November and my calculations were correct. Having completed this mammoth undertaking I returned
to putting my baseboards back together.
At this point we purchased a new carpet for our hallway and when I saw the cost of this it set me
thinking again - I have always had the off-cuts for the loft of various thicknesses and not all of the
floor was covered. Why not spoil myself and do the job properly? so back to Carpetright and look for a
nice light-coloured carpet. I soon found what I wanted, a nice silver grey, and placed my order for a
carpet that covers the full floor space, all in time for pre-Xmas delivery.
Alan Cooper
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Back home and start dismantling the reassembled boards again; order some Tredaire underlay and get
that laid; my carpet arrived days before Xmas and after cutting it into 3 sections in their warehouse I
managed to fit it in the back of my car and home to the loft. There are 2 main beams that run across
the floor of the loft (hence the need for 3 sections) so I now have a fitted carpet and a railway room
that I am proud of. It is now a lot cleaner and draught free - I was up there working in the recent
storms and there were no draughts, and furthermore the wife and I are convinced the house feels
warmer as a result of the work that I have completed.
Total cost of all of this for timber / Celotex / underlay and carpet came in at £1125 and I am over the
moon with the result - it has totally transformed the working environment within the loft.
Now that I am happy with the result I can get back to rebuilding the baseboards and planning my new
layout, and given the current restrictions we are living under I am hopeful that this will progress
rapidly over the coming weeks and, should the editor wish, more of that in a future issue.
(yes please! Ed.)
Michael Satterthwaite

RAILWAY SOCIETIES - part 2 of 3
In the last issue I covered the ‘specialist’ societies, and this time I’ve listed the societies which
support the LNER and, just about, the GWR. The LMS and SR will be in the final part.
London & North Eastern & Constituents
LNER Society
A couple of meetings each year, a quarterly journal with historical articles, and a big library (on CDs)
of public and working timetables available for purchase.
Membership £20
www.lnersociety.org.uk
Great Central Railway Society
Publishes a quarterly journal. They market 3 GC wagon kits that were formerly part of the D&S range.
There’s an on-line selection of historical photos and a lengthy bibliography of books on all things GC.
There appears to be a significant archive of paper material, listed in categories on the web page, and
some available to view on line if a member. The archive is stored at Immingham Museum.
Membership £16 www.gcrsociety.co.uk
Great Northern Railway Society
Didn’t think there was anything worth saying about this one
. But then, seeing as Dave Sutton is
Membership Secretary, just to keep him happy…
Publishes a house journal 6 times a year. Has a photo collection, but available only to members, as is
their on-line forum. Lists a considerable bibliography, and equally considerable 4mm and 7mm
modelling supplier pages. Has a shop page and a separate listing of publications available.
Membership £20
www.gnrsociety.com
Great Eastern Railway Society
Publishes two quarterly journals. A number of publications and items are available to purchase on
CD, alongside around 3,000 photographs of all manner of LNER subjects. The GERS, like the GNRS,
publishes data to assist modellers, and provides a bibliography and links to films with elements of GER
interest.
Membership £25 www.gersociety.org.uk
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North Eastern Railway Association
Quarterly magazine, meetings in the north east and London, visits to places of railway interest.
They have a large archive of 6,500 documents and 10,000 photographs. They jointly manage a large
part of the archive at The Head of Steam Museum in Darlington. A number of books and other
publications are available.
Membership £28
www.ner.org.uk
North British Railway Study Group
Lots of information links to items of NB interest. Three journals/newsletters per year. Meetings in
Edinburgh (a nice trip out from Sandy!) and an annual outing, supported by a members forum. The
web page has a range of data for modelling in 4mm and 7mm. A range of publications is available,
and a collection of 20,000 photographs searchable by members.
Membership £25
www.nbrstudygroup.co.uk
Great North of Scotland Rail Association
A range of pages giving information on the Company and its rolling stock, stations etc. It’s a bit more
simplistic than most web sites but still is interesting with the range of photographs and other
information. They do provide a link to items of modelling interest and there are some publications
available. A quarterly magazine is provided, and meetings twice a year in Aberdeen, so if visiting
Edinburgh for the NBRSG then it’s a quick hop to Aberdeen -if the meetings are on consecutive days!
Membership £20
www.gnsra.org.uk
Great Western & Constituents
Great Western Study Group
Strangely, this is the only group I could find that acts as a society, and its web pages are relatively
simple. They publish an occasional journal, currently of 36 pages, and past copies are available at £3
each. They’re up to number 44 after 30 years. There’s also a quarterly newsletter and again past
copies are available for purchase, as are a number of publications from the Group.
Membership £18
www.gwsg.org.uk

TRAFFIC NOTICE
East-West Rail
The news for the chosen route was shared with most of you in January. As a reminder, it’ll be
northwards from Bedford Midland, then east through the Tempsford area (with a new station) and
Cambourne (with a station) before joining the Royston to Cambridge line somewhere in the Shelford
area. Ongoing community information events are suspended.
I’ve also seen that the government announced the parallel Oxford - Cambridge ‘expressway’ is
downgraded to a series of road improvements, but the Cambridge area is looking at a rapid transport
system which could also serve Cambourne and St Neots – see www.cambridge-connect.uk
Great Northern & ECML route
There had been a plan to increase Cambridge – Brighton services at weekends (from the Spring), but
that’s taken a knock on the head since the world turned upside down. All other train services are
being rationalised too, spoiling LNER plans to add further Azuma services to Bradford and
Huddersfield.
It’s interesting to note that the reduction in passenger services is being seen as an opportunity to run
additional freight services for essential supplies.
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The privately run car park at Arlesey station has 400 spaces, and on a couple of recent (mid-March)
walks I spotted no more than about 30 cars there. On the plus side the quiet period has given the
decorators the chance to repaint the station furniture and footbridge with less interruption. At 30
March train use is reported as reduced by 95%
Low availability of Azumas has seen some services run with a reduced set, eg 5 cars instead of 10 cars
– apparently it’s often around 5 or 6 units short from the required 37 sets.
Class 66 66727 passing Arlesey

Class 66, 66085 in DB Schenker livery on the Sundays Only (15 March) 6I7S 08:47 Peterborough West
Yard to Langley Redland (Stevenage), nearly two hours late.
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Three minutes at Three Counties – 19 February
10:33 1B82 Azuma Kings Cross to Lincoln

10:34 1A18 Azuma Leeds to Kings Cross

10:36 9J23 Peterborough to Horsham class 700 being passed by 1A92 Beverley to Kings Cross, an
Azuma in Hull Trains livery.
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NOTICE BOARD
Continued and ongoing from No 10–
• Oerlikon units: as issue 30
Largely as before, in that Pete Stanton has a set
of parts for an Oerlikon to test its construction
for London Road Models. Good luck, Peter, we
look forward to seeing it!
Continued from 21, and remains open
• We may consider a small new layout once
we’ve got Finchley and Aylesbury properly
progressed, to be fully considered and planned
before anything is built. It will be aided
enormously if it will make use of the trestles and
beams and is not a large scheme! The floor is
open to your proposals.
Currently we have a small selection of ideas
from Bob, primarily as adaptations or additions
to the club’s existing layouts – e.g. variations on
a docks area for Sutton, an additional baseboard
for Cheriton to make a through line. Jim has
suggested a preserved line scheme, and there’s a
suggestion for Cromer Beach.
•

• Standing item:
If you want your stock to run on club layouts then it
will need to conform to minimum standards.
Our OO layouts are to finer standards than ‘train
set’, using code 75 track, and Aylesbury (N scale) is
using fine code 40. For any layout we need to stock
it with appropriate items conforming to those track
standards.
Suitable means of the right wheel profiles, back-tobacks and couplings that will enable the layout to
operate smoothly. The OO layouts use Sprat &
Winkle couplings, Aylesbury will use D&G.
Trains should be from the right period and region,
with loco crew, lamps, corridor connections,
passengers, wagon loads, weathering – all such
details that help lift the presentation of any layout.

Club shirts – do you need a new one?
Contact Alan C if you do – we have the following
in stock:
Polo – White (S, M), Green (L)
Sweat – Grey (S, M x2, L , XL)
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AND FINALLY…
Here’s a few snaps I got at the show this year. Barental, Towcester and Glebe Lane
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