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‘Tis the season to be jolly’, which means it’s time to ramp up the EBMRS show preparation; and I know
I’m a bit behind. I’ll shortly be asking your availability for show day, and you are all vital for your
help with advertising the show (flyers, social media and so on) and baking for show day, as usual.
Apart from the show, things have moved quite quickly with invites to shows since the AGM; there’s a
bemusing contact from across the pond; and we can show there’s been lots going on with Finchley in
the last 3 months, even if some of it wasn’t entirely positive. We’ve collectively kept things moving
along quite well, and there’s no reason to doubt we can continue the progress – BUT – at some point it
seems we must interrupt proceedings and properly address the dreaded roof leak, before the leak
addresses us! A Happy and Prosperous New Year to you all
Alan
In this issue:
Club Notes:
Layouts:
Timetable:
Members’ Matters:
Feature:
Traffic:
Notice Board:
And Finally:

Updates on activities
The latest updates for each
Club timetable, forthcoming railway events and local rail tours
Sowing a seed, with Mr Bern Munday
Railway Societies, part 1 of 3
Notes on the local rail scene.
Projects, suggestions, hints & tips
Oil Tanks – a Post Script

The Picture It’s May 1965 and 'Black 5' 44715 is at Aylesbury Town station with the 2:38 Marylebone to
Nottingham Victoria. Our model of Aylesbury will be based on the pre-London Midland era infrastructure, so
even though this is a great image of the steam era, there are things to beware of – particularly the LMS style
signals. There’s some interesting details should you want to model the scene accurately – for instance, the
passenger observing the loco is standing on a raised manhole cover, and this side of him there’s about 20’ of
picket fence instead of metal railings. There are tantalising, but useful, glimpses of the huts behind the loco.
44715 was allocated to Crewe South at this time; although a LMS design, she was built in 1948 and managed
only 19 years of service before withdrawal in early 1968. Picture – Robert Gadsdon
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CLUB NOTES
Committee
With the show approaching I’d like to have a meeting in January, but that’s to be confirmed.
Please pass anything you want raised to any Committee Member; on the list already is what to do
about the ceiling, and some health and safety principles that have been highlighted via the CMRA that
are important to us.
Shows & Trips
This was covered at the AGM, but things move on. We now have an invite for Market Deeping at
Stamford in May, and to Bristol and nominally Taunton, both in October. Kettering had enquired
about Sutton (for September), but it’s a one day show and I strongly suspect our costs will make them
swoon.
2020
The table shows who has volunteered (listed
first, in green), who is ‘likely’ (in orange),
the spaces available and the names of those
who said ‘possibly’.
As a PS, you can see Paul Moss’ “Little
Salkeld” at CMRA in January.
EBMRS Show 2020
I’ve tried writing to the Secretary at Milton
Keynes Model Railway Club to see if we can
get a better idea of their future show dates,
but, alas, no response.

Layout
Show
When
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
Possibly

Cheriton
Stamford
16 & 17 May
Bern
Alan B
Simon
Jim
Alastair

John J
Paul C

Sutton
Sutton
Fareham
Taunton
3 & 4 October 24 & 25 October
Alan B
Alan B
Bern
Dick
Simon
Jim
Jim
Bern
Alastair
available
Bob
available
Dick
available
available
available
Paul C
Michael
Michael +1

Stratton House Hotel had closed down last
year just after our show, but just as we’ve
been trying to sort out layouts and traders
they’ve opened up again and Dick has managed to get a number of rooms, though at some small cost
as they’ve moved away from twins to doubles.

Dick has also managed some good negotiating to ensure we have a full set of traders for the show,
including coercing one who’d originally withdrawn. Flyers have been sent out to Letchworth, Royston
and Peterborough shows, and have been handed to KS Models and TMC (through Andy) to give out with
purchases. What can you all do to help? Flyers are at the club to start handing out immediately after
the new year; particularly the CMRA show at Stevenage, and then at any local shops, notice boards,
schools, community centres that can be done. I will post an event on Facebook for the following
groups – We Love Hitchin / Biggleswade / Hitchin / Arlesey / Shefford and the Model Railway
Exhibition Group, and if you are able to post similarly on other social media pages it will surely help.
Other news
I was emailed via the EBMRS web page, and at first thought it was spam – but I took a closer look and
was mildly amused at how far our reputation spreads! The department of Science Technology
Engineering and Mathematics at The University of Vermont is building a model railway, using
electronic controls. Tom Coner at STEM was preparing a guide for new members, and included
information on the basics of circuits and wiring for the hobby – and our web page included links for the
supporting information he required. I replied positively (and pointed him to MERG), to which he
followed up with commenting “..thank you again for putting together such a nice website.” Some
nice and unexpected praise from 3,220 miles away, so well done Andy & Paul.
A while back Jim procured three new controllers, and he’s recently managed to adapt them to be
properly suitable for our layouts.
Alan Cooper
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FINCHLEY ROAD ST JOHN’S WOOD
I’ll be bold and say I think we’ve made some positive decisions and actions to progress Finchley, with
the various track issues gradually being resolved. As part of this we’ve chosen to go with Peco
flexible track and we’re fortunate enough that Michael had some spare to donate to the club. Ta very
much!
We’ve had one fiddle yard board where damp appears to have caused a slight upward bow, but we’ve
corrected that with some bracing, and we will add bracing to two more boards to complete the job.
The old copperclad sleepers in the fiddle yard had been stripped off, and in this quarter the board
surfaces have been lightly sanded and marked up for the new alignments. There’s still some track to
be removed on the end boards to ensure curves are aligned.
Track is being reviewed for damage. As we’ve progressed, a decision was made to relay sleepers
under a key crossing at the board edge to improve its robustness. This is being done with a small
copperclad sheet to enable all rails to be fully soldered, which will then be appropriately gapped and
visually disguised to belie its construction.
Jim and Simon had been working on point tie bars and
found the curved stock rail was flexing – the answer being in the C&L product notes, which
recommends supergluing the rail to the chairs.
Electrics are proving to be fun, as Andy’s original magnum opus wiring diagram allowed for relays, but
didn’t allow for us using Tortoise point motors, so care is taken to ensure the correct parts are
connected!
Bern is preparing himself for relaying the 3rd & 4th rails on the scenic sections; Bern had written up his
approach to this which has recently appeared in the London & North Western Railway Society
Modelling Supplement, and his article on the Finchley Signal Box has also just featured in the North
London Railway Historical Society Newsletter.
Bern’s also been working on some further
buildings for Finchley yard, and here’s a
wee shed based on an original at
Camden.

Although I’ve finished the design for the point rodding I’ve yet to decide where to source parts, from
the likes of Wizard models, Brassmasters or Ambis Engineering.
The station lamps question has rolled on for about a year, so soon we must make a choice and it’s on
my list of things to do (it’s a long list!). To this I can add the subject of signals.
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Baseboards
 Board alignment joints are being checked and completed as we progress with electrics and
track laying.
 Transportation arrangements to be finalised, potentially following Dave Sutton’s suggestions.
Controls & Electrics
 Continue fitting point motors and drop wires; this is the ongoing priority.
 Jim has devised an approach to electrically-testing the scenic boards without having to set up
any of the fiddle yard section.
 Signals - Apart from a few shunt signals, we need only 4 posts, with one wall-hung colour light
signal already built and attached to the Finchley station building. The 4 to build include 1
bracket with a colour light signal, 2 single post semaphores and one bracket semaphore with a
couple of arms. Bern has volunteered to build them.
Track
 Fiddle yard track will be re-laid in due course, and where copperclad is used the gapping is to
be done.
 Repairs to scenic board track ends
 Point rodding Items to be identified and purchased.
 3rd & 4th rails to be re-laid.
 Stubs on the end of the two council yard sidings need to be laid, to the end of the cork base.
 Uncoupling magnet and loco lift positions are now being resolved, items yet to be purchased.
Presentation
 Lighting the layout - Jim is firming up an approach. Its attachment to the layout has been
considered by Dave Sutton (this has been done very successfully on other layouts)
 The design concept allowed for a repeat signal diagram display at the front of the layout – we
have had initial discussions, still on the agenda.
Scenic work
 There will be a few outbuildings needed for the yard. The Electricity Works would be a nice
addition but may not be practical; it is very big!
 The sub-structure for the raised scenic end of Finchley is prepared, with the final positioning of
buildings marked out. We may need to adapt positions of some of the buildings at the entrance
to the goods yard.
 We have yet to work out how trains will exit ‘stage Willesden’; possibly a footbridge.
 A backscene will be required, demonstrating Finchley Road, a garage, the council yard and
housing and sports field beyond. How we represent Arkwright Mansions above the Finchley
Road cutting has been sketched out, and will require some detailed painting.
Here’s a different viewpoint for the build of Finchley, a
baseboard-by baseboard overview
BBG needs a small section of 3rd & 4th rail laid, but is wired
and has its point motor. End protectors are in progress.
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BBH needs 3rd & 4th rail laid, but is wired. End protectors are
in progress. Point rodding to follow.

BBI is wired and needs 3rd & 4th rails. There are very small
sections of track and buffer stops to be fitted at the end of
the Corporation sidings. Point rodding to follow. End
protectors are in progress.

BBJ needs 3rd & 4th rails and some track repairs, including
strengthening the section under the crossing that straddles
the right hand end. The proposed method is to replace some
sleepers with a small sheet of copperclad which will provide a
greater area to solder the rails. This will then be electrically
gapped and disguised to hide the fact it’s not separate
sleepers. Point rodding to follow. End protectors are in
progress.
BBK needs 3rd & 4th rails and some track repairs, and is having
the wiring and point motors fitted currently. Point rodding
to follow. End protectors are in progress.

BBL is where the scenic part of the layout morphs into the
non-scenic run to the fiddle yard. This may be disguised by
something like a footbridge. Some element of 3rd & 4th rail
will still be required. The original scheme considered an
information board at the front to hide the view and to
demonstrate the layout and the original railway.
The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as we
progress. End protectors are in progress.
BBM The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress.
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BBS The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress.

BBT The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress. The basic
electrics are yet to be done.

BBU End protectors are in progress. Bracing needs to be
done, ensure rails are complete and gapped, point tie bars,
sleeper gapping, basic electrics and point motors.

BBV. End protectors are in progress. Bracing needs to be
done. Tracks require cutting back, to be re-laid to the wider
spacing now required for the fiddle yard. This has been
marked up ready to do. Otherwise ensure rails are complete
and gapped, point tie bars, sleeper gapping, basic electrics
and point motors. The green highlights show positions for
loco lifts.
BBW Track to be laid in conjunction with BBV to ensure it is
correctly aligned. End protectors are in progress.
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BBY Track to be laid in conjunction with BBX to ensure it is
correctly aligned. The alignment bolts holes and dowels need
checking as we progress. End protectors are in progress.

BBZ The alignment bolts holes and dowels need checking as
we progress. End protectors are in progress. Ensure rails
are complete and gapped, point tie bars, sleeper gapping,
basic electrics and point motors.

CHERITON BISHOP
Cheriton is invited to Stamford in May, but unlike Kettering I’d like to ensure a test of the layout in
advance of the show to make sure we’ve not allowed any issues to develop over the winter; the
layout may well need at least a clean, and maybe some scenic repairs.
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SUTTON-ON-SEA
We now have the invite to take Sutton to Fareham in October 2020, and possibly Taunton shortly
after.
A start has been made to prepare Sutton for testing, including trialling setting it up on beams
and trestles for the first time. Oh what larks! We started setting up at the beginning of December
and found a small challenge straight away. Fixed to the rear of the backscenes are protective
transport battens, and they foul the support beam – or put another way, the support beams could
maybe have been 15mm wider to allow for them. But no worries, we can remove and reposition
them about 25mm higher and it all works. The original lighting pole clamps also have to be
removed. We also found that some wiring loom protectors prevented us from removing some of the
end board hinges, so have had to undo/redo those as needed. We’re marking up new end protector
boards as we go.
Taking the trestle and beam principle, Jim has used a pair of legs from Sutton to create a hinged
beam that will hold a control panel without it being fixed to the layout; whilst no perfect at the first
attempt, the principle is sound and we’ve discussed some adaptations.
As per the notes below I’d particularly like to see if we can add a protector that doesn’t blacken the
backscene every time we pack the layout.
Actions list:
Baseboards
 Fit new baseboard end protectors – these can be made up while testing of signals is ongoing.
 Produce a ‘Quick Guide’ for layout assembly
 Ensure the layout fits the new trestle assembly beams – I’ll let you know in due course!
Electrics
 Label switches to points for diagnostics, produce an overlay illustrating point numbers, ensuring
matched to naming convention under the boards
 Investigate practicalities of installing a control panel-powered push-button mic system.
Scenic Work
 The ongoing transit damage needs a constant watch, so it looks like it’s worth considering what
protection we can build for transporting.
Presentation
 Consider adopting the Finchley lighting rig for Sutton too, especially considering we are moving to
using beams and trestles.
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AYLESBURY TOWN
At the AGM I was asked if there’s a plan for Aylesbury. The position for actions is as below, but they
remain to be co-ordinated into a plan. This is on my agenda.
The key things remain the layout’s
supports, scenic items below baseboard level (streams, engine shed pits), fiddle yard design,
backscene and lighting.
Actions list:
Baseboards
 Bracing strengtheners to be reviewed for success
 Continue to review for signs of damage and maintain alignments
 Backscene structure to be fitted, with consideration for the lighting fixings. Nigel & Alastair
are planning to progress this.
 Studying the plan and photographs it’s clear there’s a couple of small streams/culverts that
exist around the station. This needs some consideration about how they’ll be represented,
e.g. by cutting away some of the baseboard.
Scenic work
 All the major scenic elements have been marked on the boards, and this can now be used as
the impetus for building mock-ups – simple blocks or cereal packets will do, to give a flavour of
scale and construction needed for the detailed models. Volunteers please.
Track
 Fiddle yard design – south end is agreed, north end agreed in principle.
 Lay fiddle yard track using existing supply of code 55 flexible track
 Track to be hand-made to code 40 in the scenic section. Paul Moss obtaining some components
to trial first construction of some points
Electrics
 Original specification is DCC control, allowing laptop and smartphone operation.
 Jim has procured a kit of second-hand DCC power supply and associated bits (that description
may be a bit simplified!) he believes is, at possibly half the cost of buying new. I’d like to push
on with the debate for this – but it sounds like a no-brainer.
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unless stated
2020
7-Jan
14-Jan
21-Jan
28-Jan
4-Feb
11-Feb
Sat 15-Feb
18-Feb
25-Feb
3-Mar
10-Mar
17-Mar
24-Mar
31-Mar
7-Apr
14-Apr
21-Apr
28-Apr
5-May
12-May
19-May
26-May
2-Jun
9-Jun
16-Jun
23-Jun
30-Jun

CLUB TIMETABLE

Issue No 31

December 2019

Activity notes

Finish putting up Sutton, prepare end boards
Sutton signal testing

Show prep
Finalise show prep
EBMRS show day

Test Cheriton
Prep Cheriton for Market Deeping
Pack Cheriton and remaining show equipment

Other show news
16/17 MayMarket Deeping Show, at Stamford, with Cheriton
20
Invitation for Fareham show, Sutton
3/4 Oct-20
24/25 Oct-20 Nominal invitation for Sutton to attend Taunton show
Possible invite for Finchley to Stevenage – but we may push Sutton!
Jan-21
Cheriton invited to Stafford (postponed from 2020)
Feb-21
Possible invite for Finchley to Leamington, LNWRS anniversary event
Mar-21
Tentative invitation for the Bristol show, both Cheriton and Sutton
May-21
 We’ve cheekily asked Tony Wright to get an invite to Glasgow
 There is an enquiry from Swansea for Sutton, via a Facebook page for model rail
exhibitions – potentially we can advertise our layouts there occasionally.
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EVENTS TIMETABLE
Date

Time

Organiser
LCGB-B

Event

(nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)

07-Jan
11 & 12Jan
Check

Model event

14-Jan

RCTS-C

14-Jan
15-Jan
18-Jan
28-Jan
29-Jan
30-Jan

RCTS-H
NLRHS
Model event
RCTS-W
HMRS
SLS

04-Feb

LCGB-B

11-Feb
11-Feb
13-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
15 & 16Feb
25-Feb
26-Feb
27-Feb
29-Feb
03-Mar
06-Mar
07-Mar
10-Mar
10-Mar
12-Mar
21-Mar
25-Mar
26-Mar

RCTS-H
RCTS-C
LCGB-A
Model event
Rail tour

New Railways for London, Chris Green
Decades - a further selection from his slide collection, Philip
Wood
'A Potpourri of European Railways', Rob Freeman
Stations of the City Extension, Jim Connor
Brambleton Model Railway Club, Harpenden
'Next Train Gone', Adrian White
3 speakers, tbc
1960’s Colour Steam & Diesel/Electrics, David Postle
Around the regions in the 1960’s (with a bit from the 70’s & 80’s)
Phil Wood
'More Thrills and Spills', Chris Blackman
Mainline Steam in the 21st Century, Michael Smyth
From Railway to Royalty, Jack Boskett
EBMRS show
The Valentines White Rose, 6233 Kings Cross – York and return

Model event

Milton Keynes Model Railway Show

RCTS-W
HMRS
SLS
Model event
LCGB-B
NLRHS
Rail tour
RCTS-H
RCTS-C
LCGB-A
Rail tour
HMRS
SLS

The 1829 Ordeal The Rainhill Trials, Dr Rudi Newman
Tbc
Scottish Steam in the 60’s, John Hunt
Gauge 3 Society winter show & AGM, Flitwick
North Woolwich to Palace Gates, Jim Connor
AGM, followed by The Blackwall Line, Charlie Connor
The Yorkshireman, Ealing to York & return. Class 47 and 60009
Branch AGM and Members' Presentation Evening
Hitchin South Diaries, George Howe
A Glimpse of Swiss Railways, Paul Russenberger
Peterborough to Worcester & return, diesel TBC.
tbc
"That was the Year That Was – 1970”,
Geoff Plumb
The Varying Fortunes of the Hatfield to St Albans Railway
Our very own Alastair Cameron!

LCGB-A

19:00

31-Mar

RCTS-W

Derbyshire’s Railways Revisited, Richard Crane
CMRA, Stevenage – with Paul Moss and Little Salkeld

Details not available for RCTS Milton Keynes, or Sandy Transport Society, at the time of writing
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North London Railway Historical Society
Keen House in Calshot St, Pentonville Road, near Kings Cross, Friday evenings or Wednesday afternoons. We
normally invite a speaker and the meetings are informal and in a sociable environment. Guests welcome.
Historical Model Railway Society
Whaddon Way Church Centre, West Bletchley, MK3 7JS, meetings at 19:30 unless stated. No charge to visitors
Stevenage Locomotive Society
Community Arts Centre, Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage SG1 1XN. Meetings start 7.30pm & include
refreshment break. Visitors £2 Day membership on the door (no charge if Stevenage Arts Guild Member)
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society

Hitchin meetings at Walsworth Road Baptist Church, Hitchin

Welwyn Garden City - Methodist Church, at the junction of Ludwick Way and Cole Green Lane, Welwyn
Garden City AL7 3PN, commencing at 14.00 (doors open 13.30)

Cambridge meetings are held at The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5HD, commencing at
19.30 Free parking is available at the Community Wing.

Milton Keynes meetings at Methodist Church, Silver St., Stony Stratford MK11 1BE, commencing at 19.30
Sandy Transport Society
Conservative Club, Bedford Road, Sandy, doors open 19:10. £2.00 for non-members, includes refreshments
Locomotive Club of Great Britain
St Albans meetings at 7:30pm on Thursdays at Chiswell Green United Reformed Church
Bedford meetings at 7.30pm on Tuesdays at St Johns Church Hall, St John’s Street, Bedford MK42 0DL

Model Event

See UK Model Shops Directory for exhibitions and toy fairs

Rail tour

See railtourinfo.co.uk or UKsteamtours or Railway Herald

Collector
Event

See UK Model Shops Directory

V2 60909 on a Grantham to Kings Cross train passing Hitchin, circa 1954
Creative Commons licence.
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Sowing a Seed
You may be well aware Bern has had no layout at home for
many years – but that may be about to change. Having
presented a small project of my own (Begborough Steel,
Newsletter 28), Bern told me it had inspired him a little.
Following a brief exchange of emails and my idle thoughts on
whether the plan would work in the suggested space, here’s
his view on what may transpire…
I have grown suspicious of your 'idle thoughts' as my response
has been known to re-appear in the Newsletter! (and this time
with permission! Ed.) However, to answer your questions, yes,
I have given some thought to history. I had to find somewhere
that would suit my loco stock, so it had to be something with a
GC theme. After spending a lot of time wading through various
railway books and getting nowhere I took the option that was
staring me in the face and went for Sutton-on-Sea (again!) but
with a totally different historical background to the club's
Sutton layout.
In my version of history, the Lancashire Derbyshire and East
Coast Railway didn't run out of money when they got to
Lincoln, but managed to struggle on and made it all the way to
Sutton. The line could therefore have approached Sutton via
Washingborough, Baumber, Tetford and Alford, as originally
planned. That would give an almost direct west - east
approach to the town. A hunt through old OS maps showed
that in 1897, the year the line reached Lincoln, the most
convenient open site for a terminus in Sutton-on-Sea was in
the area known as High Gate. This was close to both the then
centre of Sutton and the coast and would have provided an
easy route into the town from Alford. That made my mind up
and my model will be Sutton Highgate. I have attached a copy
of the relevant OS map showing the site of my proposed
terminus (see next page). The approach would be south of, and
parallel to the road shown as High Gate on the map.
The question of vernacular architecture (your words, not
mine!) is an interesting one. There was only one true terminal
building on the LD&ECR and that was their massive
headquarters building at Chesterfield Market Place. I like to
find buildings that actually existed along the line I am
modelling but Chesterfield was for too large and imposing for
the club's Sutton layout so, when I built Sutton's buildings all
those years ago, I had to find an alternative that wouldn't
dwarf the layout. I chose Felixstowe Town station building
(despite it being on the GE) because it would not dominate the
layout, was an attractive and unusual design and I simply liked
the look of it.
The same problem exists with finding a suitable terminal
building for Sutton Highgate and I certainly can't use
Felixstowe Town again.
Alan Cooper
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Surprisingly, the North London Railway came to my rescue. When the North and South Western
Junction Railway (which later became part of the NLR) built their Hammersmith & Chiswick terminus
in 1857 they too ran out of money as soon as the line was completed and had to purchase a suitable
private property, which they adapted for use as a station building. Accordingly, I have assumed a
similar scenario for Sutton Highgate and the station building will be a model of the adapted private
dwelling at Hammersmith and Chiswick. However, all other railway buildings will be copies of
buildings that actually existed along the LD&ECR.
You asked me about baseboards and I am indebted to Dave Sutton for very kindly agreeing to build
them for me. As you know, I will happily build locos, rolling stock and architectural models but I don't
do wood and wires, so Dave's help is invaluable and the project wouldn't even get off the ground
(literally) without it.
You also said that Dick wants it for our 2021 show!! (I couldn’t miss the opportunity – Dick knew
nothing of it! Ed.) I don't know how tongue-in-cheek that statement was, but there's no way it will be
ready by then. I intend this to be an unrushed, fun project. Something for me to tinker with as time
permits. And when the track eventually gets laid I'll need another kindly soul to help me wire it up…….
Anyway, I have committed to re-lay the 3rd and 4th rails and build the signals for Finchley before
then, so I have plenty to keep me amused!
Bern
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RAILWAY SOCIETIES - part 1 of 3

I’m always interested to find resources that will help any railway modelling, or simply provide
interesting historical pictures and articles to browse, and there are some societies out there that can
offer this – but, as always, some are better than others.
I’ve found a range of societies and would (crudely) classify them into 4 groups:
1. Local
2. National
3. Specialist
4. Line or Company-specific
The first three groups are included here, and the fourth will be covered in the next two newsletters
LOCAL
If you live locally to a society – we have both the Sandy Transport Society and Stevenage Locomotive
Society on our doorstep – it’s useful in itself as you have the opportunity to join in, go on trips, attend
meetings and so on.
A bit of a trawl through the web gave me around 30 ‘local’ societies which are
fine if you live near them, but few provide much of historical interest on their web pages, mainly
concentrating on the post-2000 scene if they publish anything at all – with a singular exception. I
won’t bother listing the others.
The Cornwall Railway Society
This has a most fantastic array of pictures covering Cornwall and Devon, organised line by line along
with a host of other content – it is superlative!
Find it at www.cornwallrailwaysociety.org.uk
NATIONAL
Locomotive Club of Great Britain
Technically national, but of its 8 branches only one (near Warrington) is north of Bedford!
Organises meetings, and railway tours in the UK and abroad. Has a good number of historic GER and
IOW photos on its web pages, that the main part of the collection has been donated to the NRM at
York. Membership £19.50 www.lcgb.org.uk
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society
Meetings, tours, a decent journal, publishes books, and has its own library at Leatherhead. It also
has a good photo archive, searchable and purchasable on line. 33 branches nationwide. Membership
is £15.50. www.rcts-web.org.uk
Stephenson Locomotive Society
Has its own library but this is temporarily closed pending a new location – reciprocal arrangements
have been made with the RCTS. Publishes some books. Has a large photo collection, but requires
purchase of a CD for £4 to get the details. Seems to have 8 branches, mainly in the north.
Membership £10 in year 1, then £25. www.stephensonloco.org.uk
Inter City Railway Society
Looks to have a vibrant society journal, and produces a variety of spotting books. Organises visits to
railway installations. Has its own Flickr pages with photographs, mainly contemporary.
Membership £18 www.intercityrailwaysociety.org,uk
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Historical Model Railway Society
Although a modelling society, there is a great emphasis on the real thing. There is a huge library,
original documents – 36,000+ listed on-line - and photographic collection – 55,000+ listed on-line,
largely housed at the Midland Railway Centre in Ripley. There are both journals and newsletters,
and the Society publishes books and its own range of modelling transfers; discounts for members.
There are only 5 area groups listed, strangely none in the north despite the location of its resources
centre. Peter Stanton is a Steward for matters LNWR for the HMRS. Membership £28
www.hmrs.org.uk
SPECIALIST
Rail Performance Society
Appears to be a restricted membership society – by nomination? – and is purely about logs of
performance. There are nearly half a million logs available, apparently going back to 1829. Other
than that data, not a lot to offer modellers. www.railperf.org.uk
Tramway & Light Railway Society
Very much geared to modelling of trams, with a journal and some publications. Couldn’t immediately
see much about light railways! Membership £18 www.tramwayinfo.com
Signalling Record Society
Very much about recording all signalling aspects from UK railways, very informative though sometimes
a bit technical (I know, I subscribed for a few years). A regular journal, a few publications and access
to a photo library of signalling subjects, which is held in the custody of Kidderminster Railway
Museum. Very good if this is your bag. Membership £30 www.s-r-s.org.uk
Narrow Gauge Railway Society
Dedicated to all manner of narrow gauge railways, the society publishes books and a couple of regular
journals. It also has a library based in Staffordshire at the Moseley Railway Trust. Membership £24
www.ngrs.org
Industrial Railway Society
Publishers of a journal and bulletin alongside a range of books. Provides a photo service, with lists on
their web page. Members have access to an archive and library, and trips are organised too.
Membership £27. www.irsociety.co.uk
Branch Line Society
Not just about branch lines! Its primary objective seems to be about recording the railway scene,
not specifically the trains, and organising visits and rail tours on unusual routes. They seem very
active, with up to 24 newsletters per year, though no specific resources for modellers. Membership
£45 for postal journals. www.branchline.uk
London Underground Railway Society
Monthly meetings and occasional events, and a regular newsletter. An online archive of past
newsletters is available, covering 1961 to 1987. They’re basic but have lots of info about the tube
system and trains. Some drawings too, but no photographs. Membership £35 www.lurs.org.uk
Welsh Railways Research Circle
All matters Welsh in terms of railways, trams and industrial scene. They organise events, meetings
and walks, and encourage research to publish in their twice-yearly journal. There’s a few books for
sale and they also market CamKits transfers, as well as managing three collections of photos, some
which can be purchased. Membership £17.
www.wrrc.org.uk
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East-West Rail
The Company has appointed ARUP to assist with route design and associated work, to become
operational once the final route decision is made.
There’s continued strong lobbying for the route to be via St Neots, but I have not yet seen when an
announcement will be made.
It had been suggested for the end of the year, but they’ll have to
hurry if they want to meet the suggested target of mid-2020s for completion of the Bedford to
Cambridge section.
Great Northern & ECML route
The final class 313 EMUs ran on the Great Northern at the end of September, being replaced by the
class 717s. If you really need to see one still, there are 19 units refurbished about 10 years ago and
plying their trade along south coast routes – and they are now 43 years old, the oldest on the entire
network.
Automatic Train Operation was going through some final testing and validation during regular services
on Thameslink from 11 December, with a gradual implementation planned during 2020.
Azuma trains are spreading further, now being found on Inverness services to and from Kings Cross.
The full fleet of 65 trains will be operational by June. According to LNER blurb, one of the advantages
of travelling in one of these trains is the full 7cm of additional leg room in Standard Class; they have
not stated which leg.
As part of this changeover the final day of scheduled HST running was 15 December, with the 19:35
Kings Cross – Leeds and 17:05 Harrogate to Kings Cross forming the final services. There was then a
celebratory 4 day rail tour from Edinburgh to Aberdeen and Inverness. Day 2 returned to Edinburgh,
Day 3 travelled to Newcastle, York and Leeds and day 4 Leeds to Kings Cross stopping at all LNER
stations. A snip at about £100 per day Standard Class.
Not a picture of Tornado
Whilst out walking the dog on Sunday 8 December I took a chance visit to Arlesey station. This is the
119R 09:36 Kings Cross to Lincoln special, led by 67010 and with 67021 in Pullman livery at the rear. I
I left 2 minutes later as my phone battery failed just after this picture was taken – and 2 minutes
before Tornado came through. I was bemused to discover my brother then saw Tornado at the famous
Lincoln level crossing later that day, when dropping off his son at Uni.
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NOTICE BOARD
Continued and ongoing from No 10–
 Oerlikon units: as issue 30
Largely as before, in that Pete Stanton has a set
of parts for an Oerlikon to test its construction
for London Road Models.

Continued from 21, and remains open
 The Committee has suggested we may begin
to consider what layout is built next. We must,
of course, progress Finchley and Aylesbury, so
this is regarded as a longer term idea and
therefore we will use the time to ensure the
project would be fully debated and planned from
the outset. It will be aided enormously if it will
make use of the trestles and beams and is not a
large scheme! The floor is open to your
proposals.
Currently we have a small selection of ideas
from Bob, primarily as adaptations or additions
to the club’s existing layouts – e.g. variations on
a docks area for Sutton, an additional baseboard
for Cheriton to make a through line. Jim has
suggested a preserved line scheme, and there’s a
suggestion for Cromer Beach.


 Standing item:
Do you have stock suitable for running on club
layouts? Or maybe you need to bring stock in for
advice from other members?
If you want your stock to run on club layouts then it
will need to conform to minimum standards.
Our OO layouts are to finer standards than ‘train
set’, using code 75 track, and Aylesbury (N scale) is
using fine code 40. For any layout we need to stock
it with appropriate items conforming to those track
standards.
Suitable means of the right wheel profiles, back-tobacks and couplings that will enable the layout to
operate smoothly. The OO layouts use Sprat &
Winkle couplings, Aylesbury will use D&G.
Trains should be from the right period and region,
with loco crew, lamps, corridor connections,
passengers, wagon loads, weathering – all such
details that help lift the presentation of any layout.

Club shirts – do you need a new one?
Contact Alan C if you do – we have the following
in stock:
Polo – White (S, M), Green (L)
Sweat – Grey (S, M x2, L , XL)
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Oil (& other)Tanks
Bern writes: I was re-reading your article on tank wagons in the last Newsletter and wondered how
many different styles of tank wagon there were in the 1950s. I had a look through my wagon books and
quite quickly found 10 different examples, all of which were running post-WW2. Some of the
differences are quite subtle and several different variations can be made from the standard Mainline
and Airfix models and help to add variation to a train.
Even with tanks that look the same at first sight one can find different tank supports, underframe
bracing, filler arrangements, tank length, wheelbase length, tank bracing, tank diameter, with or
without ladders and with or without walkways, etc.
Can you spot the variations in each picture? The answers are on a following page so you can’t cheat
too easily!
Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3

Photo 4
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Photo 7

Photo 8

Photo 9
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Just as a spacer from the answers, I found this great image of ex-GW 2-8-0 tank 7209 on a train of
Esso-branded tanks. They look to be painted silver, and therefore are Type A tanks. As there’s no
barrier vehicle between the loco and the train I’m presuming they’re empty and are being shunted.

The answers
1. Pre 1927, narrow tank, tall filler, tank ventilator, no ladder, diagonal strapping only.
2. Cradle mounted, bargeboards, horizontal tie rod, low filler, no ladder.
3. Transverse delivery pipe below solebar, ladder, full catwalk, mid height filler and valvewheel.
4. Long wheelbase, deep solebars, ladder, full catwalk, tall filler and valvewheel, vac fitted.
5. Similar to 4 but with a spillway.
6. Transverse delivery pipe, tall filler and valvewheel, horizontal tie rod, short catwalks, no
ladder.
7. Similar to 2 but no bargeboards and tall valvewheel.
8. Similar to 1 but different axleboxes (sneaky one, that).
9. Anchor mounted, tall filler and valvewheel, full catwalk, ladder, vac fitted.
10. Similar to 1 but four vertical straps, transverse delivery pipe below solebar, no visible tank
ventilator.
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