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It’s been great to see everyone getting involved on Tuesday evenings, with some stuff being done
away from the club too, meaning things are ticking along for Finchley and Sutton. It’s summer now, so
there’s lots of other distractions, but if the momentum is kept up then Finchley, in particular, should
look very different by the end of the year. And I’m looking forward to testing Sutton with its working
signals.
Aylesbury’s progress has been somewhat, frustratingly, restricted, in part from reduced focus and in
part simply by not having the space to be put up for a while now. I hope we can address this during
this year by at least finalising design and baseboard features; there’s plenty to be done!
It’s also nice to say Cheriton is going out again, in September. Keep on modelling, and let’s see some
of your own projects in future newsletters too, please!
Alan
In this issue:
Club Notes:
Layouts:
Timetable:
Members’ Matters:
Feature:
Traffic:
Notice Board:

Updates on activities
The latest updates for each
Club timetable, forthcoming railway events and local rail tours
A Day Out in the Thames Valley
Oo-er, like one! Oerlikons, & other EMUs
Notes on the local rail scene.
Projects, suggestions, hints & tips

The Picture Had the railway line of our model of Cheriton Bishop been continued beyond the road bridge by
the station, it may well have followed the line of the A30 and joined the ex-LSWR line near Okehampton. This
undated view is of 80041 outside Okehampton shed, which looks rather utilitarian, I think. 80041 was
allocated to Exmouth Junction in July 1962 before a transfer to the Somerset & Dorset at Templecombe 3 years
later. There it lasted less than a year before that route was scrapped, and the loco itself was scrapped in June
1966 at less than 14 years old.
Copyright and with permission, Sid Sponheimer, Cornwall Railway Society
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CLUB NOTES
Committee
Next meeting is yet to be fixed, but with the AGM scheduled for 12 November we plan to have at least
one meeting before then. If you have any business to raise, please let us know.
Shows & Trips
Cheriton Bishop is going to Kettering on 14 September. At the time of writing I have 3 confirmed
volunteers, with space for two more.
EBMRS Show 2020
Next year’s show is 15 February. I have half an eye on when the Milton Keynes mob are arranging
their show to see if it will clash again, but they are stubbornly refusing to publish the date yet!
Other news
We had some awful weather recently which
resulted in one of the worst flooding patches in the
club room that I can remember, shown here –
It was wet enough to need mopping up, but
miraculously missed all the baseboards we’d set
up, lucky indeed. Following this I had a chat with
Jon in the Roundabout club to show him the
damage, and he’s told me that the re-roofing work
we’d been looking forward to is not going to go
ahead.
They had three quotes from contractors
for the work and all three have pulled out of
wanting to do the job, so it’s back to square one
for them and for us. Jon says they are still
looking at alternatives, but without anything
tangible or specific for me to report.
In the meantime we are likely to rig up some
additional plastic to capture the worst of any
future downpour, and keep our fingers crossed.

The LNWRS Modelling Newsletter (under the guiding hand of Pete Stanton) has been well received and
I gather Pete will be including another element from our club in the second edition. This will be in
the form of an article from Bern on the foibles of laying some 3rd and 4th rails for Finchley.
Pete is
also attempting a build of an Oerlikon kit… good luck!
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FINCHLEY ROAD ST JOHN’S WOOD
Progress this quarter has seen a re-organisation of the club room to erect the six scenic boards, along
with two work stations to work on the track in the corners of the fiddle yard. At the same time
we’ve resolved a misaligned alignment dowel to correct a height difference of about 1.5mm.
Putting the boards together and reviewing the track has shown up a number of pieces requiring repair,
enough that Jim has been straight out to get timber for temporary end protection boards.
This is
something that anyone could pick up, just bring a power drill, bits and a measure. The fiddle yard
tracks must be laid carefully, straight and at consistent 50mm track centres.
Some of the fiddle yard has had electrical gapping done, but all requires a review/test to ensure it’s
complete.
As was suggested last time, Steve Browne has managed to work up a couple of brass roller gauges for
Bern, who has offered to work through relaying the 3rd & 4th rails with appropriate brass pins to be
soldered to. This reminds me that the point rodding needs finalising, something that will be much
easier before any further ballasting gets done.
Model station lamps are still on the agenda, though no action has been taken this quarter.
Jim has built a spreadsheet to help focus on the work required and to ‘sign-off’ those parts which are
completed.
Actions list:
Baseboards
 Board alignment joints to be checked and completed.
 Transportation arrangements to be finalised, potentially following Dave Sutton’s suggestions.
Controls & Electrics
 Continue fitting point motors and drop wires; workload to be shared, this is the next priority.
 Jim has devised an approach to electrically-testing the scenic boards without having to set up
any of the fiddle yard section.
Track
 Continue electrical gapping on the fiddle yard track.
 Repairs to scenic boards
 Point rodding plan needs refinement to ensure we know where the various cranks will go, a key
part of which will be the layout in front of the box which shall be visible to the punters. Items
to be identified and purchased.
 3rd & 4th rails to be re-laid.
 Stubs on the end of the two council yard sidings need to be laid, to the end of the cork base.
 Uncoupling magnet and loco lift positions are now being resolved, items yet to be purchased.
Presentation
 Lighting the layout - Jim is firming up an approach. Its attachment to the layout has been
considered by Dave Sutton (this has been done very successfully on other layouts)
 The design concept allowed for a repeat signal diagram display at the front of the layout – we
have had initial discussions, still on the agenda.
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Scenic work
 There will be a few outbuildings needed for the yard. The Electricity Works would be a nice
addition but may not be practical; it is very big!
 The sub-structure for the raised scenic end of Finchley is prepared, with the final positioning of
buildings marked out. We may need to adapt positions of some of the buildings at the entrance
to the goods yard.
 We have yet to work out how trains will exit ‘stage Willesden’; possibly a footbridge.
 A backscene will be required, demonstrating Finchley Road, a garage, the council yard and
housing and sports field beyond. How we represent Arkwright Mansions above the Finchley
Road cutting has been sketched out, and will require some detailed painting.

SUTTON-ON-SEA
Sutton has been largely put to one side while we concentrate on progress with Finchley.
signalling cables and testing will be planned for later on this year.

The

Actions list:
Baseboards
 Fit new baseboard end protectors.
 Produce a ‘Quick Guide’ for layout assembly
 Ensure the layout fits the new trestle assembly beams
Electrics
 Label switches to points for diagnostics, produce an overlay illustrating point numbers, ensuring
matched to naming convention under the boards
 Investigate practicalities of installing a control panel-powered push-button mic system.
Scenic Work
 The ongoing transit damage needs a constant watch, so it looks like it’s worth considering what
protection we can build for transporting.
Presentation
 Investigate improved clips for retaining lighting units to baseboard legs
otherwise:
 Consider adopting the Finchley lighting rig for Sutton too, especially considering we are moving to
using beams and trestles.
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CHERITON BISHOP
Cheriton will be visiting the Kettering show on 14 September. I’m not aware of any specific work
needed to prepare the layout, though we may yet try and fit in a clean and test.

AYLESBURY TOWN
The opportunity to progress matters does rely on having some space to assess the layout as a whole,
and so if we can’t fit it in the club then we may have to ‘borrow’ the Roundabout Club event room for
an evening. The key things currently are the layout’s supports, scenic items below baseboard level
(streams, engine shed pits), fiddle yard design, backscene and lighting.
Actions list:
Baseboards
 Bracing strengtheners to be reviewed for success
 Continue to review for signs of damage and maintain alignments
 Backscene structure to be fitted, with consideration for the lighting fixings. Nigel & Alastair
are planning to progress this.
 Studying the plan and photographs it’s clear there’s a couple of small streams/culverts that
exist around the station. This needs some consideration about how they’ll be represented,
e.g. by cutting away some of the baseboard.
Scenic work
 All the major scenic elements have been marked on the boards, and this can now be used as
the impetus for building mock-ups – simple blocks or cereal packets will do, to give a flavour of
scale and construction needed for the detailed models. Volunteers please.
Track
 Fiddle yard design – south end is agreed, north end agreed in principle.
 Lay fiddle yard track using existing supply of code 55 flexible track
 Track to be hand-made to code 40 in the scenic section. Paul Moss obtaining some components
to trial first construction of some points
Electrics
 Original specification is DCC control, allowing laptop and smartphone operation.
 Jim has procured a kit of second-hand DCC power supply and associated bits (that description
may be a bit simplified!) he believes is, at possibly half the cost of buying new. I’d like to push
on with the debate for this – but it sounds like a no-brainer.
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unless stated
2019
2-Jul
9-Jul
16-Jul
23-Jul
30-Jul
6-Aug
13-Aug
20-Aug
27-Aug
3-Sep
10-Sep
17-Sep
24-Sep
1-Oct
8-Oct
15-Oct
22-Oct
29-Oct
5-Nov
12-Nov
19-Nov
26-Nov
3-Dec
10-Dec
17-Dec
24-Dec
31-Dec

CLUB TIMETABLE

Issue No 29 June 2019
Activity notes

Cheriton to Kettering, prepare

Reserved for AGM
Preparations for 2020 show should now be getting moving

Christmas Eve, no club night
New Year’s Eve, likely no club night as there’s probably a do on!

Other show news
Possible invite for Finchley to Stevenage
Jan-21
Cheriton invited to Stafford (postponed from 2020)
Feb-21
Possible invite for Finchley to Leamington, LNWRS anniversary event
Mar-21
We also have had contact with Fareham and Bristol, but nothing is forthcoming at
present.
We’ve cheekily asked Tony Wright to get an invite to Glasgow
There have been enquiries from Taunton and Swansea for Sutton, via a Facebook page
for model rail exhibitions – potentially we can advertise our layouts there occasionally.
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EVENTS TIMETABLE
Date

Time

02-Jul

19:30

03-Jul
04-Jul

LCGB
Collector event

19:30

06-Jul
09-Jul

Organiser

RCTS-MK
Model Event

19:30

RCTS-H

Event

(nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)

My Early Days at Top Shed, John Morgan
Joe Lock Model Railways - Hertford Toy & Train Fair
The Art of Timetabling Planning, Stephen Newman
Train Collectors Society, Aylesbury
By the Midland to Cambridge, Robin Cullip

13-Jul

Model Event

Robert Barclay Academy - Model Railway Exhibition, Hodddesdon

20-Jul

Model Event

Chiltern Model Railway Association - Modellers Workshop, Watford

20-Jul

Rail tour

21-Jul

Collector event

25-Jul

19:30

SLS

14:00

RCTS-W

28-Jul
30-Jul

HMRS

The North Briton, Tyne Yard - Kings Cross, class 67 or 90.
Sun 21st - Joe Lock Model Railways - Aston Clinton Toy & Train Fair
Locomotive Services Limited & Royal Scot Trust, Peter Adds
Day out to Bekonscot model village
Swindon Works 1880-1922 The Golden Years, Brian Arman

13-Aug

LCGB

17-Aug

Model Event

Silverfox DCC Model Railway Club, Milton Keynes

17-Aug

Model Event

24-Aug

Model Event

25-Aug

Model Event

Bishops Stortford Railway Society Model Railway Exhibition
Northampton & District Model Railway Club - 50th Anniversary Annual
Exhibition, Roade
Hoddesdon Model and Railway Club - Modelling Extravaganza,
Broxbourne
Modern Image - not quite - BR Blues in the 1970s, Peter Robins

29-Aug

19:30

31-Aug

SLS
Rail tour

03-Sep

19:30

LCGB

05-Sep

19:30

RCTS-MK

07-Sep

Model Event

07-Sep

Model Event

7 & 8-Sep

Model Event

Annual summer trip to Bletchley

Excursion, Kings Cross - Great Yarmouth, steam loco TBC
Reflections on the changing railway over the last 50 years, Adrian
Shooter
The Development of The Class 345 Fleet for the new Elizabeth Line, Ron
Bailes
Olney MRC Exhibition
Brambleton Model Railway Club - Outdoor Model Railway Open Day,
Harpenden
Rushden Historical Transport Society - Model Weekend

10-Sep
10-Sep
11-Sep

19:30
19:30
14:00

RCTS-C
RCTS-H
NLRHS

North American Wanderings, John Day
Modern Traction in the 1960s, David Percival
John Downing: All Change at St Pancras

24-Sep

14:00

RCTS-W

Through Kirton Tunnel, Stephen Gay

25-Sep

19:30

HMRS

26-Sep

19:30

SLS

28-Sep

Model Event

28-Sep
28 & 29Sep

Rail tour
Model Event

Buckingham - Prototype and Model, David Elwyn
Through the lens…, Jack Boskett
Enfield Whitewebbs Railway Modellers Exhibition, Enfield
The North Briton, Kings Cross - Carlisle
Scaleforum, Aylesbury

Nothing railway-oriented for Sandy Transport Society this quarter

Key to Organiser
Alan Cooper
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NLRHS
HMRS
SLS

RCTS
RCTS
RCTS
RCTS

–H
–W
–C
- MK

STS
LCGB
Model Event

See UK Model Shops Directory for exhibitions and toy fairs

Rail tour

See railtourinfo.co.uk or UKsteamtours

Collector
Event

See UK Model Shops Directory
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North London Railway Historical Society
Keen House in Calshot St, Pentonville Road, near Kings Cross, Friday evenings or Wednesday afternoons. We
normally invite a speaker and the meetings are informal and in a sociable environment. Guests welcome.
Historical Model Railway Society
Whaddon Way Church Centre, West Bletchley, MK3 7JS, meetings at 19:30 unless stated. No charge to visitors
Stevenage Locomotive Society
Community Arts Centre, Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage SG1 1XN. Meetings start 7.30pm & include
refreshment break. Visitors £2 Day membership on the door (no charge if Stevenage Arts Guild Member)
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society

Hitchin meetings at Walsworth Road Baptist Church, Hitchin

Welwyn Garden City - Methodist Church, at the junction of Ludwick Way and Cole Green Lane, Welwyn
Garden City AL7 3PN, commencing at 14.00 (doors open 13.30)

Cambridge meetings are held at The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5HD, commencing at
19.30 Free parking is available at the Community Wing.

Milton Keynes meetings at Methodist Church, Silver St., Stony Stratford MK11 1BE, commencing at 19.30
Sandy Transport Society
Conservative Club, Bedford Road, Sandy, doors open 19:10. £2.00 for non-members, includes refreshments
Locomotive Club of Great Britain
Meetings at 7.30pm on Tuesdays at St Johns Church Hall, St John’s Street, Bedford MK42 0DL

Page 8

30/06/2019

CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society

Issue No 29 June 2019

MEMBERS' MATTERS

A DAY OUT IN THE THAMES VALLEY

Michael Satterthwaite

As an avid Track Basher the main objective of this day out using a Thames Valley Rover Ticket was to
travel the branch lines from Maidenhead to Marlow and Twyford to Henley-on-Thames which I had not
traversed before, and as much of the new track layout around the Reading area as possible, and then
if an opportunity presented itself to ride an HST for the last time before they were withdrawn from
frontline service by Great Western Railway TOC on the 18th May.
An early start, up at 04:45 and then pick up my Train Planner Son-in-Law Anthony at 05:30 and we
make for Banbury to catch the 06:55 Cross Country Service. Being a Train Planner by profession
Anthony had drawn up the plan for the day but as often happens he had to replan on the go as this
was 27th April, the day that storm Hannah hit the UK.
Fortunately there were no trees down on the drive to Banbury and we made it in good time for the
06:55 heading for Basingstoke aboard 221034 on a service to the south coast. As we take the avoiding
line at Didcot the local Railway Centre’s King Class loco 6023 was spotted sitting outside the shed.
After arriving in Platform 15 at Reading the train reversed. New track here for me as we departed
heading under the new flyover and round to Oxford Road Junction arriving at Basingstoke in Platform 1
at 08:08 and a leisurely change of platform to get the local 08:34 Basingstoke to Reading shuttle
service from the bay Platform 5. More new track and this took us back to the bay platforms at the
west end of Reading Station arriving in platform 2 and then our next train the 0910 to Newbury left
from Platform 1, both platforms giving more new track.
While we were sitting on board 387157 awaiting our departure time for Newbury I glanced across the
platforms and spotted 6233 Duchess of Sutherland blowing off at Platform 13. Anthony makes a quick
check to see where she is heading, finds out it’s Plymouth and that she is due away now, so I step out
onto the platform to watch her go. I have seen the Duchess before (through Bedford) and also
watched her romping effortlessly up Shap, but I had never seen a Duchess move off from a standing
start before and what a sound she made as she moved off purposely towards Didcot. I subsequently
found out that she was at the head of the Railway Touring Company’s Gt Britain Tour and I have seen
video footage of her making heavy weather of the south Devon banks later in the day in challenging
conditions!
Back to the day’s itinerary and we head for Newbury, and as the overhead is only energised this far
west we make for the bay platform on the up side of the station, another piece of new track. Our next
train is the 09:58 from Newbury all the way through to Paddington. This service started from Bedwyn
and turns out to be a 3 Car Turbo 165117. We manage to get seats but it’s standing room only from
Reading to Paddington where we arrive in platform 3.
A quick nod to Paddington Bear as we walk down Platform 1 to board the 11:12 service to South Wales
for my first experience aboard one of the new Hitachi Inter City Express units, 800307. First
impressions are the carriages seem longer, probably caused by the lower roof profile, and the seats
are just as hard as those on our 700xxx series units on Thameslink but at least we manage to get a
table with good window visibility.
This was my first trip out of Paddington since any of the Crossrail works had started, so a lot to look at
as we leave and there have certainly been some changes around Old Oak Common which was home to
lots of shiny new trains waiting for Crossrail to open. The other thing that surprised me was how slow
the departure from Paddington was as we didn’t get flying until Old Oak; Anthony reckons that is a
legacy of the Ladbroke Grove crash with a blanket speed limit of 40 over the whole formation in and
out of Paddington.
Alan Cooper
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As soon as we hit Old Oak you could really feel the acceleration and we made good progress to
Southall but then as we were approaching Slough the brakes went on hard and we came to a stop
outside the Station. This was where storm Hannah messed up our schedule.
An object had blown into the overhead wires on the Down Fast and we had to cross to the Down Slow.
We only had a 10 minute connection at Reading to catch our next train to Twyford for the first of the
branch lines, so we knew we were in trouble as we trundled along on the Down Slow eventually
returning to the Down Fast, but approaching Reading we passed our next train the 11:48 Reading to
Twyford.
Anthony is now back on his phone checking train times and we catch the 1203 to Maidenhead and go
for the Marlow Branch first, followed by the Henley-on-Thames branch and we get back to Reading
earlier than his original plan! Both branch lines are very scenic with good river views.
Next we catch the 14:28 from Reading to Paddington, booked into Platform 10 which was another new
platform for me, it’s another Turbo unit 166208, but it’s the track I want. This time there’s plenty of
room aboard, a few miles into the journey on the Up Fast and yet again the brakes go on and we come
to a halt, we can see another train on the Down Fast but that is also stationary. Anthony gets back on
his phone checking the Traksy UK website (That’s a new one to me, but looks interesting! Ed.) and he
can see that everything is stationary all around us. Then the public address system bursts into life and
we are informed there is a trespasser on the track. We look out the window again and we can see him
standing right beside the Down Fast! Where are the boys in blue when you need them?
Eventually we move on and make it back to Paddington. Next we head for the 15:30 which we take to
Didcot Parkway another Hitachi IEP this time 800305. Another piece of new track as we head over the
flyover at Reading West we step off at Didcot and hear the Diesel engine’s fire up as the Pantograph is
lowered a quick change to Platform 2 and we catch the 1623 to Reading it’s the reverse here where
the diesel engine shuts down and the pantograph goes up on 800010.
The next part of the day involved another return trip to Basingstoke but as we are waiting on platform
8 for the 16:41 we spot an HST coming off the Berks & Hants route heading for Paddington and look at
one another wondering what to do. We have seen other HSTs through the course of the day but they
were always going the wrong way for us to consider hopping aboard. An immediate decision from both
of us this is too good to miss and we make a mad dash for platform 10 and I get there first - there’s
life in them legs yet! - it gives you a warm feeling when the younger one of the party joins you out of
breath! So a final journey to Paddington behind 43170 and 43018.
The train is booked into platform 1 which is to our right as we approach the terminal and then the
train goes left and I think I have the chance of another new platform as we departed from No 1 earlier
in the day but it’s not to be as the train then goes right and into Platform 1 as booked. It just goes to
show how they make use of all the tracks on the approach to the terminal.
A quick change to platform 2 at Paddington and board the 17:30 back to Reading with 800312. Back at
Reading this time it’s the east end bay platforms and a quick trip out to Earley and back out on board
458832 and the luxury of padded seats. South Western Commuters don’t know how lucky they are.

Alan Cooper
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The HST on arrival at Paddington with 800312 ready to go to Reading.
Next it’s the 18:42 off platform 7 back to Didcot Parkway on board 802012 and whilst we are standing
waiting for the service we reminisce about the old Reading as platform 7 is about all that remains of
the original station! As we leave and head for the flyover I pick up another piece of new track.
Once at Didcot the original plan was to go back to Reading and then get the 19:45 Cross Country
service off Platform 3 to Banbury, all in the pursuit of more new track, but whilst we are travelling
west to Didcot Anthony is checking his phone for updates and spots that this has been cancelled so
another rework of our schedule is needed. We arrive at Didcot and there is a service for Oxford sitting
in Platform 5 - more new track! So we take this and then get the 19:40 from Oxford to Banbury aboard
220035 to conclude an enjoyable day out with lots of new track and nearly 400 miles covered, Not
bad for £34.50 with my Senior Railcard.
I take my hat off to the Train Planner for his quick recovery work on the day, amazing how wi-fi can
help you if you know how to get the best out of it.
Michael

Alan Cooper
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Oo-er like one! Oerlikon

A brief review of North London Line EMUs
I’ve written before on the general traffic likely to be seen through Finchley, but, having investigated a
good deal, of particular interest to me are the various types of EMU to be seen - and whether the Club
would be able to model any that are appropriate.
There’s not too many sources of information – strangely, I don’t think the enthusiasts of the day paid
as much attention to them as to locomotives. But I’ve cobbled together a few bits from railway
magazines of the day, especially the RCTS Railway Observer for 1957 to 1960, the March 1960 Railway
World, , the Historical Model Railway Society, the web and books on The North London Line by The
North London Railway Historical Society, Middleton Press, Dennis Lovett and Michael Robbins.
Of most interest is the period of our model of Finchley (and my model of Hackney), i.e. circa 1959.
For the uninitiated, though, the electric trains went as far back as 1914 when four 3-car EMUs were
introduced by the LNWR on services between Willesden and Earl’s Court. These had electrical
equipment supplied by Siemens, a German firm, who fell somewhat out of favour as a supplier due to
a World War. The LNWR was committed to their electrification programme, which covered Watford
Junction to Croxley Green and Euston, and Richmond to Broad Street, and continued the (principally
same) EMU design but turned to Swiss firm, Oerlikon, for the electrical equipment.
Here’s Driving Trailer Brake
Third M29023, a Siemens unit
that was converted for use on
the Altrincham – Heysham line
in 1952. Note the inset
(sliding) doors for access, and
the fully panelled bodywork.

The Oerlikon units differed
slightly – the body panelling is
largely absent, only retained
at the ends and around the
grills by the electrical
equipment compartment on
the motor car.

Alan Cooper
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The 1920s and the LMS saw an expansion of services with a class of EMU with GEC equipment, and
collectively these units provided the services for another 30-odd years until BR needed to replace
them. (The Siemens units were stored in 1940 and later converted for use on the Heysham –
Altrincham services with overhead electrical supply)
LMS GEC at Harlesden.
These have cleaner lines than
an Oerlikon, a plainer front
end, and the bodyside grills
are much deeper. The bodies
are based on standard LMS
coach diagrams.

Enter the class 501, built at Eastleigh works from late 1957, but beset with some issues which meant
that they were introduced piecemeal alongside the Oerlikon and GEC units in 1958 and 1959.
The BR class 501,
very familiar to me
in my trainspotting
youth at Euston
and Willesden!
This one is set 144
at Euston in July
1966.

The 501s lasted until mid1985 and were replaced by
2-EPB Southern EMUs, 15 of
them being allocated and
having to have safety bars
fitted across windows.
2-EPB 6320 at Hampstead
Heath © Copyright Martin
Addison and licensed for
reuse under this Creative
Commons Licence.

Alan Cooper
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The 2-EPB were supported by 3 class 508, but were a temporary measure until replaced by class 313
cascaded from the GN line in 1989, 23 of them being provided and ultimately renumbered from 313/0
to 313/1. Under the auspices of London Overground the route has been operated by class 378 units
since 2009, its success needing trains lengthened to 5 coaches.
The following two pictures are at Finchley, to show just how much it has changed since the period of
our model.
313109 at Finchley ©
Copyright Martin Addison and
licensed for reuse under this
Creative Commons Licence.

378213 at Finchley ©
Copyright Martin Addison and
licensed for reuse under this
Creative Commons Licence.

The electric units were stabled and serviced at Mitre Bridge (Willesden) and Croxley Green depots until
1985, both sites long since redeveloped. The EPBs worked out of Selhurst, and the 313s were dealt
with between Hornsey and Bletchley (I believe). The class 378s are based at New Cross Gate, a
redevelopment of a London Underground depot, the building subsequently having to be extended by 20
metres to cope with the EMUs being expanded to 5 coaches.

Alan Cooper
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Finchley is being based in 1959 for the variety of stock we can consider, and for the EMUs we can try
Oerlikon, GEC and class 501 EMUs, but more of that anon.
The Oerlikon Units
Built from 1915 – 38 sets of 3 cars, with 5 spare motor cars, and in 1921 a further 30 sets and 3 spare
motors were supplied.
The sets were formed of a Motor Car 3rd class, Composite Trailer and Driving Trailer 3rd class, with a
saloon style layout in each and sliding doors at each end. The Composite was divided into 3 saloons,
and there were vestibules between each car.
These were basically the same designs as the original Siemens units, but with small differences.
These had reduced seating in the centre trailer, to allow more space for the First Class seats, and the
motor car had a passenger access door at the inner end only to provide space for a further 8 seats.
Externally the cars also differed by having raised panelling only around the cab and equipment
compartment (which had slightly deeper ventilation louvres), and had emergency windows fitted in
each car.
As built, the guard’s compartment doors had a window only on the left door on each side. From 1920
onwards a window was fitted to the right side door on each side as units were sent for service.
A final order of 2 motors and 7 pairs of trailers was delivered at the time of the Grouping in 1923.
The ventilation louvres were in 4 columns instead of 3 and the earlier units were adapted to match
when serviced. Guards’ door windows were fitted to both doors from new, and the cars were also
fitted with coach side destination panels and ‘non-stopping’ indicators. Internally the 1st Class
partition had been moved along by one bay and there were some differences in fittings and décor.
The sets were kept together originally, but inevitably time takes its toll and after the war especially it
seems to have been a lottery whether a set would be in its original formation. From that point of
view it’s very difficult to know which numbered cars one would use in a model without evidence from
a photograph, and those listing the numbers are few and far between, let alone knowing the individual
withdrawal dates of each set or car. In the final LMS renumbering the trailers were numbered in the
290xx and 297xx series and many trailers ran numerically paired, eg 29061 and 29761, but they were
known as ‘false pairs’ because of the original numbering. Some ‘true pairs’ were formed and are
noted below.
Another aspect to challenge the modeller is the history of any adaptations either to include or avoid in
your chosen vehicles, and I’ve collated what I can as a guide.
Here’s a general summary of the units in service:
1927 – Non-stopping indicators removed on servicing.
1934 – Vestibule connections were removed on servicing, the sliding doors being fixed in place.
1954 – general withdrawal begins
1955 – 219 cars in service at the end of the year
1956 – 212 cars in service
1957 – 124 cars in service
1958 – 83 cars in service
04 1959 – 54 cars in service
08 1959 – 13 cars in service
12 1959 – 6 cars in service
04 1960 – final 6 cars withdrawn
Build
Motor Car
LNWR Oerlikon
Alan Cooper
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1915 28223 to 28260
29725 to 29762
29025 to 29062
Spares 28261 to 28264 and
28000
1921 28265 to 28294
29763 to 29792
29063 to 29092
Spares 28295 to 28297
1923 28298 & 28299
29763 to 29799
29093 to 29099
Notes
What would have been 29028 and 29728 scrapped 1934 due to an accident
28236 destroyed by a bomb in 1940
28247 & 28282 - War damage Euston 1941 - rebuilt 1943 with flush body and rounded corner
windows, frosted-glass toplights and late LMS shell-type roof ventilators, guards windows both sides.
Ends apparently unaltered
28231 fitted with de-icing equipment in 1951 for use on branches, the only one so treated.
28295 was the last car still in LMS livery, seen as such in 1953.
28224, 29066 & 29766 freshly overhauled in 1957
29051 paired with 29749 11/58
29055 paired with 29744 05/57
29061 paired with 29752 05/57
29070 paired with 29759 11/58
29097 destroyed by a bomb in 1940
28299 fitted with bracing in 1953 for a cracked roof by the guard’s compartment – the front halves
of the front passenger windows were blocked in to cover it.
The last unit in service, 28/4/60, was 28269, 29036 & 29736, on the Croxley Green branch. The
only other operational unit at that time was 28249, 29033 and 29733, and had been seen running
with GEC unit 28808, 29605, 28018 on 21/12/59. The combination of Oerlikon and GEC was known
as ‘mild & bitter’ ! 28249 is preserved at York.
LMS GEC
1927 28001 to 28017
29600 to 29611
28800 to 28811
Diagram 1727
Diagram 1691
Diagram 1728
1929
29402 to 29409
29622 to 29625
Diagram 1684
1932 28018 to 28025
29612 to 29621
28812 to 28824
Diagram 1847
Diagram 1846
Diagram 1728
Notes
Sets were not kept in any regular formations.
The 12 1929 trailers were originally supplied to augment sets to make 7 car trains. After the war
this was no longer required and 4 of those trailers were sent to Manchester and 4 were withdrawn.
28003 was seen in old green livery with the new emblem 09/58, 28019 and 28022 similarly in 04/59
28808, 29605, 28018 (set) and 28001 & 28020 seen in new green livery circa 1959
22 sets were still required for services in 1961, and apart from the trailers noted, the sets were
withdrawn en bloc in November 1963.
BR 501
1957 61133 to 61189
70133 to 70189
75133 to 75189
Notes
At 6/3/59 the following units were still not in service – 155, 174, 180, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188
and 189. 180 and 187 entered service in May 1959, 188 and 189 were the last to enter service
10/59, 30 months after the first unit – 61136, 70135, 75135 (out of sequence) – ran the initial test
run.
Units 176 to 189 were fitted with de-icing equipment.
By 1970 the state of the North London Line meant early withdrawal for a number of units, 24 cars
gone by that year. 3 of these went to departmental use. By 1977 a further 21 had gone, 4 to
departmental use.
I managed to see all the rest in my trainspotting days!
Alan Cooper
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So where does that leave us with likely trains for the layout? My summary would be that circa May
1959 is the latest point in time to consider the trains, which coincides with a number of the newfangled diesel locos starting to appear, and the end of spring for having trees and shrubs in leaf on the
model.
At May 1959 there were 54 Oerlikon cars still in service, 77 of the original 85 GEC cars and 141 class
501 cars. To complete this note, the following Oerlikons were in service at that time (but I believe
were quickly withdrawn, perhaps with May timetable changes?)
Motors – 28225/8/9/30/42/8/9/59/64/5/9/74/5/84/8/9/92/5
Trailers – 29733/6/42/9/54/5/9/61/6/7/80/4-7/9/92/5
Driving Trailers – 29033/6/42/50/1/4/5/66/7/70/2/80/4-6/9/95.
Models
One could describe it as challenging – but not impossible!
Oerlikon
London Road Models produces a set of brass body sides and floor which retail at £99. Between me
and Bern we’ve purchased 3 sets of these. LRM is still working on the underframe and roof elements
and it is at an advanced stage, but we don’t know a target date for release. That hasn’t stopped
some people building their own, some have built versions with a ‘spud’ to power it, or a Hornby
2-BIL power bogie has been suggested.
A 3D print version is available from Recreation21 on Shapeways as a body/roof only, printed in a
plastic that is slightly grainy and therefore requires ‘finishing’. The 3 coaches would set you back
£210 and then you need to source all the interior, underframe and power bogies.
GEC
As above, Recreation21 make a GEC 3D print, again at £210. Or you could choose to partially scratch
build one from Dapol LMS suburban coach kits, like Terry, who built the model railway ‘Earl’s Court’.
The kits are nice and cheap, about £13 each, but he says it’s a lot of work. His words describe it:The sides are Dapol/airfix suburban coaches, cut into lots and lots of sections and glued together. The
motor coach is a correct scale 2ft longer, so that is 2 x roof and 2 x chassis joined together.
The driving ends are Comet brass 3 window LMS driving trailer ends with the centre window filled in. That
way I got the visor over the windows.
The grills were a big problem. Fortunately I had scale drawings from an 'LMS coaching stock' book (which
helped throughout) so I scanned the grill drawings. I then used a photo editing software to colour this,
using various shades of green for
the louvers and surround. I then
printed this on sticky labels, doing
several, each with different
contrast and/or brightness. I then
offered them up against the model
and chose the one that looked
best. At normal viewing distance
you can't really tell they are only
2D,
It is currently powered by an
oldish spud motor. I will replace
this at some time.
The unit took a long time to make.
But I was pleased with the result
and it gets lots of positive
comments at
exhibitions......although many people think it's an Oerlikon!

Alan Cooper
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Looking at the LMS coach diagrams, the compartment dividers in each car were set about 5’10” in
third class and 6’7” in first class (the centre trailer), except the D1684 Third trailer which were all set
at 6’2”.
Dapol produce plastic kits for D1736 coaches, numbered in the 19xxx range, and these are a close
match to the centre trailers D1691 and D1846, though they have a compartment layout of 3 x 3rd, 3 x
1st and 3 x 3rd and the GEC unit composite trailers were 3 x 3rd, 4 x 1st and 2 x 3rd. The layout of doors
and windows of the Dapol coach suits the main part of the Motor and Driving Trailer cars, though the
cabs and guards sections will want some work!
D1734 Composite coaches were also a very close
match, and Comet brass sides are available at around £11, but they are also the 3 + 3 + 3
compartment format.

Class 501
DC Kits produced a kit for this, but it’s now out of production.
Look out for one at swap meets and
shows or on eBay! A completed one sold on eBay recently for near £300.
Or we can use Bern’s on
the layout, as it’s already built, and I hope to add to it one day as I have a couple of kits tucked away
(does that sound a familiar phrase?).
Another alternative is to butcher a couple of Hornby 2-EPBs as they are basically the same design. Or
scratch build one. Simples! I look forward to your completed examples for the next newsletter.

Alan Cooper
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TRAFFIC NOTICE

East-West Rail
No new items to report.
Great Northern & ECML route
Thameslink statement for the May timetable changes –
Mondays to Fridays from 20 May 2019, Thameslink will be doubling the frequency of the new
Cambridge-Brighton cross-London service so that two trains an hour will run in each direction.
The extra trains will run for most of the day, giving passengers on the route from Cambridge, via
Hitchin and Stevenage, new half-hourly services to and from Gatwick, as well as central London.
In total, 31 additional services will run on weekdays, 13 of them in the peak and 29 of them on
Thameslink with one extra off-peak service on Southern and Gatwick Express apiece.
Weekend Thameslink trains also receive a significant boost with 180 extra services on Saturday
and 100 extra on Sunday. These are a combination of reinstated services (such as on the Bedford
Main Line which returns to four trains per hour), new trains including Cambridge to Brighton on
Saturdays and Cambridge to Gatwick on Sundays and a doubling of the trains from Rainham via
Dartford and Greenwich both Saturday and Sunday.
Something must be ok this time, as there’s been no moaning in the local press!
A new disabled-friendly footbridge and lift is now on the Network Rail planning list Biggleswade after
much campaigning, but the whingers are already off as there’s a rumour the lift won’t be big enough
for a bicycle. As someone pointed out, if you’re fit enough to cycle you’re probably fit enough to
carry it up and down the stairs!!!
The Azumas are now rolling out, but don’t start serving Scotland until 1st August when the first such
service will be the southbound ‘Flying Scotsman’.

A4 60018 at Biggleswade

Alan Cooper
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NOTICE BOARD
Continued and ongoing from No 10–
 Oerlikon units:
No change, other than the article in this
newsletter! (see newsletter 26)

Continued from 21, and remains open
 The Committee has suggested we may begin
to consider what layout is built next. We must,
of course, progress Finchley and Aylesbury, so
this is regarded as a longer term idea and
therefore we will use the time to ensure the
project would be fully debated and planned from
the outset. It will be aided enormously if it will
make use of the trestles and beams and is not a
large scheme! The floor is open to your
proposals.
Currently we have a small selection of ideas
from Bob, primarily as adaptations or additions
to the club’s existing layouts – e.g. variations on
a docks area for Sutton, an additional baseboard
for Cheriton to make a through line. Jim has
suggested a preserved line scheme, and there’s a
suggestion for Cromer Beach.


 Standing item:
Do you have stock suitable for running on club
layouts? Or maybe you need to bring stock in for
advice from other members?
If you want your stock to run on club layouts then it
will need to conform to minimum standards.
Our OO layouts are to finer standards than ‘train
set’, using code 75 track, and Aylesbury (N scale) is
using fine code 40. For any layout we need to stock
it with appropriate items conforming to those track
standards.
Suitable means of the right wheel profiles, back-tobacks and couplings that will enable the layout to
operate smoothly. The OO layouts use Sprat &
Winkle couplings, Aylesbury will use D&G.
Trains should be from the right period and region,
with loco crew, lamps, corridor connections,
passengers, wagon loads, weathering – all such
details that help lift the presentation of any layout.

Club shirts – do you need a new one?
Contact Alan C if you do – we have the following
in stock:
Polo – White (S, M), Green (L)
Sweat – Grey (S, M x2, L , XL)

Alan Cooper
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