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Issue No 26 September 2018
Introduction
The summer months are always quieter modelling-wise, and so it’s been demonstrated at the club,
with often only a half-dozen or fewer turning up. I’ve had my own (last-minute) holiday, a fortnight’s
jury duty and other domestic demands, but it doesn’t stop progress, with Jim and Bob diligently
working their way through intriguing challenges for signalling, control panels and trackwork
corrections. Well done them! Others of us have been working through some Finchley trackwork, and
Bern’s been building again. We have an invite to Theydon Bois shortly, and thoughts are turning to our
February show too; read on!
Alan
In this issue:
Club Notes:
Updates on activities
Layouts:
The latest updates for each
Timetable:
Club timetable, forthcoming railway events and local rail tours
Feature:
Train lamps
Members’ Matters: Little Salkeld – a small portfolio
Traffic:
Notes on the local rail scene.
Notice Board:
Projects, suggestions, hints & tips
And Finally:
Fawley Hill

The Picture
A picture is worth a thousand words when creating models, and I have space for less than 200
here! Early 1960s with an unidentified Black Five facing north at Aylesbury, with a maroon livery BR Mark 1
BG or brake. Note the varied colour of the bricks on the footbridge pillar, the speed restriction and gradient
signs in front of it and there are two (look carefully!) huts beyond. The point rodding here is covered by a
boardwalk. In the distance there is a glimpse of the north box adjacent to the goods shed, which has a large
office on the viewer’s side which has what looks like 3 extensions added, two of which are flat-roofed. The
telegraph poles there are as tall as the goods shed. By the loco is the LMS-pattern starter signal with Rule 55
diamond (track circuit in place), a brazier by the water column which itself is now a faded and mottled light
green.
Note its fixing to the platform and manhole cover in the platform. Wonderfully evocative.
With apologies if there is a Copyright owner, I have no details.
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CLUB NOTES
AGM
We’ve set a nominal date of 13 November, at 7:30pm. The order of business will be as before, but
this year in particular Jim is resigning from the Committee and so we have a vacancy for which you all
to volunteer.
Shows & Trips
Some of the Club were fortunate to have the
opportunity to visit the late Bob McAlpine’s
private railway system – Fawley Hill - in August.
This picture shows Alan Burkinshaw getting a cab
ride on No 31. See And Finally for more
pictures. As you may have seen on the EBMRS
Facebook page, Paul Moss took his ‘Little
Salkeld’ to Kettering show in September for its
first outing and won a prize for Best Scenics,
only narrowly missing out on best layout. It
does look very good, and I’m pleased to say they
presented it under EBMRS colours! Thank you,
and very well done. Potential invites for
Cheriton are confirmed for Theydon Bois (3rd November) but up still ‘up in the air’ for Cheriton and
Sutton at Welwyn, Bristol, Fareham and Romford.
EBMRS Show
Now Dick has had his annual volunteering on the Ffestiniog and
Alastair his own stewarding on the Isle of Man TT their thoughts
are now starting to consider our next show. We shall be
challenged again as the Milton Keynes show clashes with our
own, so whatever any of you can do to advertise our show will
help immensely. I have 1,000 A6 flyers for KS Models and Andy
Heslington, plus 500 A5 flyers for local stuff, and there will soon
be a version to download from the website. The changing
structure of Biggleswade means we’re adapting location of road
signs on the eastern side of town.
PAT testing
For those of you not in the know, this is Portable Appliance Testing to make sure an electrical
appliance is safe to use. Now you know, you can tell your friends it’s not anything to do with
quizzing John Jenkins’ wife!! Regulations move on, and the CMRA is making recommendations to
clubs on actions to be taken. It’s something we may well need to comply with, probably when taking
layouts to shows but maybe more particularly when we put on our show, overseeing the attendees.
Modelling Competition
As published in Railway Modeller and elsewhere, the LNWR Society has launched an annual modelling
competition for modelling anything to do with that rail line and its lineage. If only for the publicity
for the Club we are proposing entering photos of something from Finchley – so watch this space!
EBMRS Web Page
We are looking at posting details/pictures of member layouts on our web page – do you want to
consider anything of yours? – Let us know.
Alan Cooper
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FINCHLEY ROAD ST JOHN’S WOOD
As I said in the introduction, the quieter summer period has
not diminished progress. Bob is now working on the last
area of track in the fiddle yard that had been designed with
narrow gaps, a quirk of the software I used and I hadn’t
spotted at the time. This has involved complete
reconstruction of some points, and unsoldering and
correction of others. Thanks too, to Simon, for getting
involved. Whilst they’ve been doing that, various of us
have been starting to lay rails on the fiddle boards. Again,
this has involved some tweaks to ensure best alignments.
Two learning points here, then: 1) Check plans before
using them and 2) Don’t build points in advance, build them
as required to fit the location.

The western end of Finchley has a
large Corporation warehouse, and
with limited information and some
interpretation Bern has built this.
The lower picture shows the rear,
which will be close to the backscene
and only seen by the operators.
It’s a large building and will fill a
good chunk of the baseboard, and I
believe will act as a good
complementary foil to the rash of
buildings at the station end.
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Baseboards
 As we’ve worked through some track we’ve realised there are still some board alignment joints
to be completed.
 Transportation arrangements to be finalised, potentially following Dave Sutton’s suggestions.
Controls & Electrics
 Continue fitting point motors and drop wires; workload to be shared, this is the next priority.
 Fiddle yard control box to be completed; Jim is progressing this
 The workload requires other volunteers. Bern, Dave Sutton and Roy have stepped up, but don’t
just leave it to them - there will be some of the more straightforward aspects that could be
done by anyone.
 Jim has devised an approach to electrically-testing the scenic boards without having to set up
any of the fiddle yard section.
Track
 There is much electrical gapping required on the fiddle yard track.
 Point rodding has had a bit of a further investigation, with the nominal runs to points
identified. This plan needs refinement to ensure we know where the various cranks will go, a
key part of which will be the layout in front of the box which shall be visible to the punters.
Items to be identified and purchased (see also Notice Board)
 As we progress, the scenic side needs careful fixing of the 3rd & 4th rail to allow sufficient
clearances for stock, and we need to consider the robustness of the fixings to allow for the
vagaries of track cleaning. We already have damaged areas, so will start from scratch. We
may well use brass pins.
 As fiddle yard boards progress we need to fit the pre-built track and infill the remainder. I’m
about to order 100 metres of rail – break out the soldering irons….
 Uncoupling magnet and loco lift positions are now being resolved, items yet to be purchased.
Presentation
 Lighting the layout has been under much discussion. Having observed other layouts at
exhibitions Jim is now firming up an approach. Its attachment to the layout has been
considered by Dave Sutton (this has been done very successfully on other layouts)
 The design concept allowed for a repeat signal diagram display at the front of the layout – we
have had initial discussions, it needs firming up.
Scenic work
 There will be a few outbuildings needed for the yard. The Electricity Works would be a nice
addition but may not be practical; it is very big!
 The sub-structure for the raised scenic end of Finchley was prepared for the show, with the
final positioning of buildings marked out. (We may need to adapt positions of some of the
buildings at the entrance to the goods yard).
 How we represent Arkwright Mansions above the Finchley Road cutting has been sketched out,
and will require some detailed painting on the backscene.
 We have yet to work out how trains will exit ‘stage Willesden’; possibly a footbridge.
 A backscene will be required, demonstrating Finchley Road, a garage, the council yard and
housing and sports field beyond.
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SUTTON-ON-SEA
Jim has worked quietly on with the signals and is making very
good progress, the end is in sight! There’s lots of servos fitted
around the wiring and point motors – in this picture there are 8
of them highlighted by the white framed they’re fitted to. The
required movement is set up on Jim’s lap top, but we will need
to see it operating properly when the layout is set up the right
way up. We should then be in a position to progress end boards
and support beams, which Dave S should be able to do once he is
less busy with work.
Actions list:
Baseboards
 As noted above
 Produce a ‘Quick Guide’ for layout assembly
Electrics
 Label switches to points for diagnostics, produce an overlay
illustrating point numbers, ensuring matched to naming
convention under the boards
 Investigate practicalities of installing a control panel-powered push-button mic system.
Scenic Work
 The ongoing transit damage needs a constant watch, so it looks like it’s worth considering what
protection we can build for transporting.
Presentation
 Investigate improved clips for retaining lighting units to baseboard legs
otherwise:
 Consider adopting the Finchley lighting rig for Sutton too, especially considering we are moving to
using beams and trestles.

CHERITON BISHOP
A late notification means we could be taking Cheriton to Theydon Bois (Epping Club) on 3rd November,
we are finalising the logistics to ensure we can do so with transport and stock.
**Stop press** Cheriton is featured on the cover of Model Rail October edition
Actions:
Presentation
Convert curtain to Velcro; the curtain requires a Velcro strip sewn onto the curtain and the opposite
strip fixed to the layout with a staple gun. Jim’s wife has agreed to assist with the curtain.
General Maintenance
To be considered if and when the Theydon Bois trip is confirmed.
Alan Cooper
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AYLESBURY TOWN
Not much to report on, with focus being elsewhere. However, research has continued into the
requirements, structure and scenic features.
Actions list:
Baseboards
 Bracing strengtheners to be reviewed for success
 Continue to review for signs of damage and maintain alignments
 Backscene structure to be fitted, with consideration for the lighting fixings. Nigel & Alastair
are planning to progress this.
Scenic work
 All the major scenic elements have been marked on the boards, and this can now be used as
the impetus for building mock-ups – simple blocks or cereal packets will do, to give a flavour of
scale and construction needed for the detailed models. Volunteers please.
Track
 Fiddle yard design – south end is agreed, north end agreed in principle.
 Lay fiddle yard track using existing supply of code 55 flexible track
 Track to be hand-made to code 40 in the scenic section. Construction of points to be agreed,
though likely to be soldered PCB. Paul Moss has volunteered to trial some
Electrics
 Original specification is DCC control, allowing laptop and smartphone operation.
 Jim has procured a kit of second-hand DCC power supply and associated bits (that description
may be a bit simplified!) he believes is, at possibly half the cost of buying new. To be debated.

Alan Cooper
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unless stated
2018
2-Oct
9-Oct
16-Oct
23-Oct
30-Oct
6-Nov
13-Nov
20-Nov
27-Nov
4-Dec
11-Dec
18-Dec
25-Dec
1-Jan
8-Jan
15-Jan
22-Jan
29-Jan
5-Feb
12-Feb
Sat 16-Feb
19-Feb
26-Feb
5-Mar
12-Mar
19-Mar
26-Mar
2-Apr

Alan Cooper
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Activity notes

Nominations required for EBMRS Officers and Committee, elections at AGM
Trip to Tony Wright’s layout this week
Trip to Tony Wright’s layout this week
Cheriton at Theydon Bois if confirmed
AGM takes place, 7:30pm

Christmas Day – no club night
New Year’s Day – no club night

Prep layout
Final show prep and baking required from members, supporters and family!
EBMRS show
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EVENTS TIMETABLE
Date

Time

Organiser

02-Oct

19:30

LCGB

04-Oct

19:30

RCTS-MK

06-Oct

Model event

06-Oct

Model event

Event

(nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)

150 years of the Midland Railway Bedford – St Pancras London Extension,
John Downing
A History of DMUs, Colin Boocock,

09-Oct

19:30

RCTS-H

Tring and District Model Railway Club - Tad-Rail, Wing
Sat 6th - Northants & Rutland O Gauge Group - Coarse O Gauge Running
Meet, Wansford
The Peter Bland Collection Part 1, Bryan Cross

09-Oct

19:30

RCTS-C

Glasgow and South-Western route, David McLean

10-Oct

Rail tour

13-Oct

Rail tour

13 & 14Oct
13 & 14Oct
16-Oct

Model event
Model event
19:30

LCGB

20-Oct

Rail tour

20-Oct

Rail tour

25-Oct

19:30

27-Oct

Stev. LS

The Pendle Dalesman 2, Bedford – Carlisle and return, 2 x class 47/57
FAREWELL TO ALAN PEGLER London Kings Cross-York 60103: Kings Cross-York, return with
2 x class 47/57
Hornby Magazine - The Great Electric Train Show, Milton Keynes
Corby & District MRS - Corby Exhibition, Corby
AGM and Peter Bland Part 6, Bryan Cross
THE YORKSHIREMAN - Ealing Broadway-York
60009: Ealing Broadway-Cricklewood-Melton Mowbray-York
The Man of Steel Kings Cross – Scunthopre Steelworks & return with 2 x
class 66
The Harold Clements Collection, Bryan Cross

Model event

Amersham Classic Model Train Show, Amersham
Railways in a Yorkshire Landscape, Stephen Gay

30-Oct

14:00

RCTS-W

31-Oct

19:30

HMRS

31-Oct

19:30

STS

01-Nov

19:30

RCTS-MK

06-Nov

19:30

LCGB

11-Nov

19:30

RCTS-C

60's Steam on shed, David Percival

13-Nov

19:30

RCTS-H

L &SWR in 1914, 1Alan Norris

14-Nov

14:00

NLRHS

London Steam Photo Archive, Brian Stephenson

Coal Traffic Research, John Arkell
Rob Foxon Film Night – transport nationalisation
North West & North Wales Reminiscences in the 1960s, John Cashen
Railways of Northamptonshire Part 1, Robin Cullup

14-Nov

Collector event

Joe Lock Model Railways - Hertford Toy & Train Fair, Hertford

17-Nov

Model event

Royston & District Annual Model Railway Exhibition, Bassingbourne

17-Nov

Model event

17-Nov

Rail tour

24-Nov

Model event

794 Preservation Society - Transport Collectors Fair, Northampton
YORK YULETIDE EXPRESS - London Victoria-York 46233: Victoria-CorbyYork, 60009: York-Corby-Victoria
Bedfordshire 16mm Narrow Gauge Area Group, Eaton Bray

27-Nov

14:00

RCTS-W

My Life on SR/GWR/WR 1947 – 1975, Adrian Vaughan

29-Nov

19:30

Stev. LS

30-Nov

19:30

STS

1st Class Return from Tebay to Ebay, David Pearce
The remainder of the Peter Bland Collection plus Harold Clements work.
Bryan Cross
Letchworth Model Railway Society exhibition, Arlesey

01-Dec
04-Dec

Model event
19:30

08-Dec

Alan Cooper

LCGB
Rail tour

Engine Sheds Part 9, Chris Banks
THE LINDUM FAYRE - London Kings Cross-Lincoln, 46233: Kings CrossLincoln-Kings Cross
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EVENTS TIMETABLE
Date

Time

Organiser

08 & 09Dec

Model event

09-Dec

Rail tour

09-Dec

Model event

11-Dec

19:30

12-Dec
13-Dec

19:30

15-Dec

Event

(nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)

RCTS-H

Warners Exhibitions - The National Festival of Railway Modelling,
Peterborough
THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS - London Kings Cross-Lincoln,
61306: Kings Cross-Lincoln-Kings Cross (tbc)
Stevenage & District Model Railway Club Mini Exhibition, Welwyn (aimed
at children)
London Stations North & East, Roger Elkin

NLRHS

Tour of Post Office Museum and Railway

Stev. LS
Rail tour

18-Dec

14:00

RCTS-W

18-Dec
12 & 13Jan

19:30

LCGB
Model event

Transition, Colin Gifford
THE CHRISTMAS WHITE ROSE - London Kings Cross-York
46233: Kings Cross-York, 60009: York-Kings Cross
Something Continental, Michael Bunn,
Christmas Special
Chiltern Model Railway Exhibition, Stevenage

Stephenson Locomotive Society (Barnet) hasn’t published updates at this time

Key to Organiser
NLRHS
HMRS
Stev. LS

RCTS
RCTS
RCTS
RCTS

–H
–W
–C
- MK

STS
LCGB
Steph. LS
Model Event

North London Railway Historical Society
Keen House in Calshot St, Pentonville Road, near Kings Cross, Friday evenings or Wednesday afternoons. We
normally invite a speaker and the meetings are informal and in a sociable environment. Guests welcome.
Historical Model Railway Society
Whaddon Way Church Centre, West Bletchley, MK3 7JS, meetings at 19:30 unless stated. No charge to visitors
Stevenage Locomotive Society
Community Arts Centre, Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage SG1 1XN. Meetings start 7.30pm & include
refreshment break. Visitors £2 Day membership on the door (no charge if Stevenage Arts Guild Member)
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society

Hitchin meetings at Walsworth Road Baptist Church, Hitchin

Welwyn Garden City - Methodist Church, at the junction of Ludwick Way and Cole Green Lane, Welwyn
Garden City AL7 3PN, commencing at 14.00 (doors open 13.30)

Cambridge meetings are held at The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5HD, commencing at
19.30 Free parking is available at the Community Wing.

Milton Keynes meetings at Methodist Church, Silver St., Stony Stratford MK11 1BE, commencing at 19.30
Sandy Transport Society
Conservative Club, Bedford Road, Sandy, doors open 19:10. £2.00 for non-members, includes refreshments
Locomotive Club of Great Britain
Meetings at 7.30pm on Tuesdays at St Johns Church Hall, St John’s Street, Bedford MK42 0DL
Stephenson Locomotive Society
At 19.30, St. John's United Reformed Church Hall, Mowbray Road, New Barnet, Herts, EN5 1RH.
See UK Model Shops Directory for exhibitions and toy fairs
Garden & Woodland Railway, 42 Queens Road, Thame, OX9 3NQ 2pm to 5pm

Rail tour

See railtourinfo.co.uk or UKsteamtours

Collector
Event

See UK Model Shops Directory

Alan Cooper
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MEMBERS' MATTERS

I don’t have any specific contributions this time, but as we’ve been mentioning Little Salkeld and its
suggested attendance at our show, here’s a selection of pictures.

Alan Cooper
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TRAIN LAMPS

Train Reporting Lamps
These notes cover what might be termed ‘standard’ lamp codes, as they cover the GWR (1936), LMS (1937),
LNER (1947) and BR from 1958 until at least 1972. You will nonetheless see quite a lot of variation between how
the lamp codes are used, and I’ve deliberately presented this based on the headlamp codes themselves, not in
‘class’ order, because of those variations. The years of use are also an interesting indicator of progression, with
changing train types.
Southern Railway headlamp codes were far more involved, focusing on region and routes instead of train types.
Rather than repeat that information here I direct you to
www.semgonline.com/headcodes/sheadcodes/06.html which covers the 1936 regulations.
Model lamps are available from at least two manufacturers:
 DCC Concepts supply the only working (!) lamps for LNER, LMS, SR and BR in OO, S and O scales.
 Springside provide a good range in OO and O scales.
As an alternative, I’ve seen an article that suggests you try fitting staples as lamp holders and making your own
lamps from a magnet, enabling you to change the lamps for each train! I like the idea…otherwise assign your
locos if your lamps are glued on. Another alternative is not to worry, providing you don’t operate your trains
under the watchful eye of Tony Wright! When it comes to our Club layouts they are currently exclusively in the
fifties, so the 1958 regulations seem to be most appropriate for all the stock.
Lamp code and description

Company/period applicable
GWR classification, not seen listed on
other reporting code lists

Royal Train.
I can’t really see that we’ll use this on our layouts!
GWR class A
LMS class 1
LNER class 1
BR class A
BR class 1 from 1962
Express passenger train

GWR, LMS, LNER, 1958, 1960, 1962,
1971
Express Streamline Rail Car
GWR
Express diesel car
1958
Breakdown train going to clear the line.
GWR, LMS, LNER
Breakdown van train
1958, 1960, 1962, 1971
Light engine going to assist a disabled train.
GWR, LMS, LNER. 1958, 1960, 1962,
1971
Fire brigade train
LMS, 1958
Newspaper train
1958, 1960, 1962, 1971
Snow-plough going to clear the line
1958, 1960, 1962, 1971
Officers' special train NOT requiring to stop in section.
1960, 1962, 1971
Empty coaching stock train timed to run at express speed.
GWR
Postal train
1971
There’s a few excuses for this one on our layouts, though I’d say we should not have ‘express’ on Cheriton!
We could run some parcels stock under the auspices of newspaper train, but with the layouts being set in
summer we won’t see a snowplough train.

Alan Cooper
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GWR class B
LMS class 2
LNER class 2
BR class B
BR class 2 from 1962

Ordinary passenger train
Stopping passenger train
'Mixed train'
Breakdown train not going to clear the line
Branch passenger train
(To be used only where authorised by the regional Operating
Officer).
Rail motor or motor train with engine leading (When running with
driving compartment leading rail motors or motor trains will carry
the headlamp on the same bracket as used for the tail lamp). NOTE:
For arrangements in regard to electric trains see the various
electric line instruction books.
Rail motor train, loaded or empty
Snow plough NOT going to clear the line
Ordinary passenger or parcels diesel car
This would cover most passenger operations on our layouts.

GWR
LMS
1958, 1960, 1962, 1971
LNER
GWR
1958, 1960, 1962, 1971
GWR, LMS, LNER, 1958, 1960, 1962,
1971
GWR
LMS
1958
1960, 1962
LMS

1958
1962
1958
GWR class C
LMS class 4
LNER class 4
BR class D
BR class 5 1960, 1962
BR class 6 1971

Parcels, Newspapers, Meat, Fish, Fruit, Milk, Horse, Cattle or
GWR
'perishable' train composed entirely of vacuum fitted stock with the
vacuum pipe connected to the engine.
Express freight train, livestock, perishable or ballast train with not
GWR
1958
less than one third of the vehicles vacuum fitted and the pipe
connected to the engine.
As above, partly fitted with the automatic brake operative on not
1960
less than one-third of the vehicles.
Express freight train partly fitted, with the automatic brake
1962
operative on NOT less than half of the vehicles. Maximum speed 50
mph.
No 2 Express Goods, etc, train (example: consisting of 51 vehicles
LNER
should have no fewer than 17 braked wagons next to the loco;
average speed 40 mph)
Fully fitted Company or block train, parcels train or milk train.
1971 class 6a
Ordinary fully-fitted express freight train, with brake force not less
1971 class 6b
than that shown in Section E of the Loads Book.
Empty coaching stock train
LMS
Other than as shown in (LNER class 3)
LNER
Fitted freight, fish or cattle train with the continuous brake in use
LMS
on NOT LESS than one-third vehicles.
Engines with gas tanks
LNER
We are most likely to see this on Sutton, Aylesbury and Finchley, but only in small numbers; in fact, on
Finchley there’s maybe only a couple per day. This would need fitted wagons (painted bauxite) next to the
engine and a bauxite brake van.

Alan Cooper
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GWR class D
LMS class 3
LNER class 3
BR class C 1958, 1960
BR class 3 & 4 1962
BR class 3 1971

Parcels, newspaper, fish, meat, fruit, milk, horse, or perishable
LMS
train, composed of coaching stock.
Parcels, fish, fruit, horse, livestock, meat, milk, pigeon or
1958, 1960
perishables train composed entirely of vehicles conforming to
1962 class 3
coaching stock requirements.
No. 1 Express Goods, etc, train (example: consisting of 50 wagons
LNER
(excluding the B van) should have no less than 39 vacuum braked
wagons next to the loco; average speed 50 mph)
Empty coaching stock train (not specifically authorised to carry
GWR
1958, 1960
class '1' –or class A - headlamps).
1962 class 3
When specially authorised, Empty Coaching Stock trains going to
LNER
work excursion, ordinary or additional passenger trains
Express freight, livestock, perishable, or ballast train with
1958, 1960
continuous brake pipe throughout the train and vacuum brake
operable on a least half the vehicles
Express freight train pipe fitted throughout with the automatic
1962 class 4
brake operative on NOT less than 90% of the vehicles. Maximum
speed 55 mph. A maximum speed of 60 mph will apply in respect of
certain trains specifically indicated in the Working Timetable.
Express freight or ballast train conveying a stipulated number of
GWR
vacuum braked vehicles connected by the vacuum pipe to the
engine and authorised to run at a maximum speed of 35 m.p.h.
Express parcels train composed entirely of vehicles permitted to
1971
run at 90 mph or over
As previously, we would see fewer of this train type, and fitted freights would need a bauxite brake van.
GWR class E
LMS class 5
LNER class 6
BR class F
BR class 7 1962
BR class 8 1971
Express freight, fish, fruit, meat, cattle train
GWR
Ballast train
GWR
Breakdown crane not proceeding to an accident
GWR
Express freight or cattle train with the continuous brake on less
LMS
than one-third the vehicles, but in use on four vehicles connected
to the engine indicated by [a Maltese Cross] in the Working TT
Express freight or cattle train not fitted with the continuous brake,
LMS
or with the continuous brake in use on LESS than four vehicles.
Class ‘A’ Goods, etc, train
LNER
Express freight, livestock or ballast train not fitted with continuous
1958
brake.
Express freight, livestock, perishable or ballast train NOT fitted
1960
with the automatic brake
Express freight train NOT fitted with the automatic brake. Maximum 1962
speed 40 mph. Where fitted vehicles are required to be placed next
to the engine and coupled up, this will be shewn in the appropriate
Regional train loading instructions.
Freight train, not fully-fitted but with brake force not less than that 1971
shown in Section E of the Loads Book.
With no continuous brake this would require an unfitted brake van, painted grey.

Alan Cooper
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GWR class F
LMS class 6
BR class H 1958, 1960
BR class 8 1962
BR class 4 1971

Through fast train conveying through load.
GWR
Through freight train
LMS
Ballast train conveying workmen and running not less than 15 miles
LMS
without stopping.
Class ‘B’ Goods, etc, train
LNER
Through freight or ballast train not running under class C, D, E, or F 1958, 1960
Through freight train NOT fitted with the automatic brake.
1962
Maximum speed 35 mph. Where fitted vehicles are required to be
placed next to the engine and coupled up, this will be shewn in the
appropriate regional train loading instructions.
Freightliner train.
1971
Parcels train
1971
Company or express freight train composed of vehicles permitted to 1971
run at 75 mph or over.
With no continuous brake this would require an unfitted brake van, painted grey. These are the basic freight
trains, and plenty of them on Finchley for instance.
GWR class G
LMS class 7
LNER class 10
BR class G 1958, 1960
BR class 0 1962
Light engine or engines coupled together, or engine and brake van.
(or with two brakes)
Light engine, or engine with not more than two brake vans attached
Light engine or light engines coupled. Engine with not more than
two brake vans. Maximum speed according to class of engine and
type of brake van.
Light locomotive, light locomotives coupled, or locomotive with
brake tender(s). Locomotive with not more than two brake vans.
Plenty of scope for these, in fact the 1956 timetable for Finchley has
workings.

GWR
LMS
LNER
1962

1958, 1960

1971
quite a number of loco plus brake van(s)
GWR class H
LNER class 5
BR class E 1958, 1960
BR class 6 1962
BR class 7 1971

Freight, mineral, or ballast train
Train of empties carrying through load to destination
Express freight, livestock, perishable, or ballast train partly fitted
with not less than four vacuum-braked vehicles connected by
vacuum pipe to the engine
Express freight with a limited load of vehicles not fitted with
continuous brake.
Ditto, but with automatic brake for 1960
Express freight train partly fitted, with the automatic brake
operative on NOT less than 20% of the vehicles. Maximum speed 45
mph.
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Express freight train, not fully-fitted but with brake force not less
1971
than that shown in Section E of the Loads Book.
No 3 Express Goods, etc, train (example: consisting of 52 vehicles
LNER
should have no fewer than 10 braked wagons next to the loco;
average speed 35 mph)
Similar to earlier express freight workings, will require a bauxite brake van.
GWR class J
LMS class 8
LNER class 8
BR class J 1958, 1960
BR class 5 1971
Not assigned in 1962
Freight, mineral or ballast train stopping at intermediate stations.
GWR
Train carrying out of gauge or exceptional load.
GWR
Mineral or empty wagon train.
1958, 1960
(Through, ditto)
LMS
Class ‘C’ Goods, etc, train
LNER
Empty coaching stock train (not specially authorised to carry Class
1971
'1' headcode).
‘J’ is commonly used in the 1950s working timetables for mineral trains
GWR class K
LMS class 9
LNER class 9
BR class K 1958, 1960
BR class 9 1962, 1971
Branch freight train
(where authorised)
(To be used only where authorised by the regional Operating
Officer).
Ballast train, freight train or inspection train requiring to stop in
the section.
Freight, mineral or ballast train stopping at intermediate stations

GWR
LMS
1960

1958

GWR
1958 1960

Freight, ballast or Officers' Special train requiring to stop in
1960
section.
or at intermediate siding in section.
LMS
Branch train or stopping freight train and Officers' Special train or
1962
ballast train requiring to stop in section. Maximum speed 35 mph.
Where fitted vehicles are required to be placed next to the engine
and coupled up, this will be shown in the appropriate regional train
loading instructions.
Freight train stopping at intermediate stations
LMS
Ballast train running short distance
LMS
Class ‘D’ Goods, etc, train stopping at intermediate stations
LNER
Unfitted freight train (where specially authorised).
1971
Freight train, Officers' Special train or Engineers' train requiring to
1971
stop in section.
This is commonly referred to as a ‘Trip Working’ and seems most likely the only freight headlamp code we
should see on Cheriton. It’s common in the Finchley timetables and would be common on Sutton and
Aylesbury.
Shunting
LMS class 10
LNER not classified
Shunting engines working exclusively in station yards and sidings:
LMS
Must, while in those sidings, carry one red head light and one red
tail light.

Alan Cooper

Page 17

30/09/2018

CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society

Issue No 26 September 2018

The lamps must be carried in position day and night.
NOTE: Local exceptional arrangements are shown in the respective
Sectional Appendices.
When a train running on the LMS Railway is worked by two engines
attached in front of the train, the second engine must not carry
head lamps.
Rule 123,Engines employed exclusively in shunting at stations and
LNER
yards must, after sunset or during fog or falling snow, carry one red
and one white, both at front and rear, one over each buffer
If you wish to fix correct lamps, then choose your shunting locos carefully!
Tail Lamps and Side Lights on Trains
Passenger trains
One red lamp, usually on the platform side, above the buffer.
Goods trains
(a) On main lines where there are only two lines and on single lines
- One red tail light and two red side lights.
(b) On main lines where there are three or four running lines:(i) On the fast line - One red tail light and two red side lights
(ii) On the slow, goods, or loop lines - One red side light on the
side of the van furthest away from the fast line, one white side
light on the side of the van nearest the fast line, and on red tail
light (see Note).
(c) On goods or loop lines adjoining four main lines - One red tail
light only. Side lamps must be removed when the train has passed
into the loop.
Note: Certain brake vans are provided with side lamps which cannot
be turned, or which, when turned to show a white light to the rear,
show a red light to the front. In these cases the instructions in
paragraph (b) (ii) will not apply, and the side lamp instead of being
turned must be removed. A signalman will not be required to send
the 'Tail or side light out, or improper side light exhibited' signal
when a train passes his box with side light removed as directed.
Where side lamps are shown to be carried the side lamps must,
except in the case of local trips, be carried on the rear brake van
during daylight as well as during darkness.
The instruction in clause (a) of Rule 120 respecting the carrying,
cleaning, trimming, and lighting of tail lamps also apply to light
engines.
Other Notes
1962 Notes
Empty wagons and ballast trains should run at the highest
classification appropriate to the braked portion available and the
type of wagon conveyed.
1971 notes
1. Trains in Class 6(a) will be timed according to the maximum
speed of the vehicles scheduled to be conveyed.
2. Trains in Class 6(b), 7, 8 and 9 will be timed to reflect a
maximum speed of 45 mph, or such other lower maximum speed it
may be necessary to impose on individual trains.
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3. Fully fitted train - A train with all the vehicles fitted with the
automatic brake or brake-pipe coupled up and in use. A brake van
will not normally be provided on a parcels or fully-fitted freight
train, and when not provided the last two vehicles must be fullyfitted with the automatic brake in working order. If circumstances
require a brake van to be provided on a fully-fitted freight train it
must be marshalled at the rear and the Guard must ride in it. The
brake van may be piped only.

Train Reporting Codes – British Railways ‘modern’ era
During
order:




the period up to 1/1/1976 the 4 position codes displayed on diesel and electric locomotives showed, in
Train class (numerical)
Destination code (alphabetic – see below)
Route/destination code (2 digit numerical)

Early multiple units had a 2-position code indicating class and destination.
Destination letter

For long distance trains, the country is split up into areas based upon the old British Rail regions. Each
one is assigned a letter as follows:
E: Eastern
L: Anglia
M: Midland
N: North Eastern – used until 1967
O: Southern
S: Scotland
V: Western
A train going from one region to another is given the letter of the destination region in its headcode.
For trains internal to a region, other letters can be used to indicate either a destination zone or route
within that region.
Some areas within the Midland region are:
A: London
D: North Wales
G: Birmingham
H: Manchester
While on the Western:
A: London
B: South Wales
C: Bristol and West of Bristol (Exeter, Plymouth, Penzance)
L: London (for trains from Cardiff and Swansea)
Examples from the Scottish Region include:
A: Aberdeen
B: Edinburgh
G: Fife, including Fife circle via Dumfermline, and Longannet Power station
H: Inverness
R: Express services between Glasgow Queen Street and Edinburgh (even numbers eastbound,
odd numbers westbound)
T: Glasgow (trains from the north)
Other regions can use these letters for different areas, but the inter-regional codes have the same
meaning throughout the country.
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The letters X and Z are generally reserved for special use. Trains with some specific requirements, such as outof-gauge loads or the Royal Train, run with the letter X, and special trains not in the regular train service (e.g.
charters, railtours, emergency trains or as-required locomotive moves) have Z.
From 1/1/76 the locomotives were meant to display simply 0000, but they were often set up to show the
locomotive number.
I’ve included the following classifications for 1994 and 2007 simply for a sense of continuity and comparison to
the ‘traditional’ railway.

Year of
regulation

Description
Class 1
Express passenger train,
Nominated post office or parcels train
Breakdown or overhead line equipment train going to clear the line or returning there from (1Z99).
Traction unit going to assist a failed train (1Z99), or a snowplough going to clear the line (1Z99).
Class 2
Ordinary passenger train
Breakdown or overhead line equipment train not going to clear the line (2Z99)
Officer's Special train (2Z01).
Class 3
Parcels train.
Freight train which can run at more than 75 mph
Empty coaching stock train if specially authorised.
Class 4
Goods train permitted to run at more than 60 mph.
Freight train limited to 75mph.
Class 5
Empty coaching stock train.
Class 6
Goods train permitted to run at 50, 55 or 60 mph.
Freight train limited to 60mph.
Class 7
Goods train permitted to run at 40 or 45 mph.
Freight train limited to 45mph.
Class 8
Goods train permitted or timed to run at 35 mph or less.
Class 9a
Goods train, not fully fitted, but with brake force not less than shown in the 'working manual' for
rail staff, part 6, table E2.
Class 9b
Unfitted goods train.
Class 0
Light locomotive(s).
Notes
All trains except for class 9 must be continuously braked.
Eurostar train and certain long distance Cross Country services are allocated 9xxx headcodes to help
signallers identify a long-distance inter-regional express passenger service from a regional Class 1
express service.

Alan Cooper

Page 20

30/09/2018

1994, 2007
1994, 2007
1994, 2007
2007
1994, 2007
1994, 2007
2007
1994, 2007
2007
2007
1994
2007
1994, 2007
1994
2007
1994
2007
1994, 2007
1994
1994
1994, 2007
1994
2007

CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society

Issue No 26 September 2018

TRAFFIC NOTICE

East-West Rail
Network Rail has submitted a Transport & Works Order (TWAO) for EWR for work to start in 2019. Its
budget of more than £1billion will enable the upgrade of the line from near Oxford, to Bletchley, with
double-track, 100mph running, plus a link to Aylesbury. There will be only one intermediate station,
at Winslow, but there are 101 level crossings and many of these will be closed or bridged. Bletchley
will have 2 new platforms on the Bedford side of the concrete flyover. Further upgrades and level
crossing removal will transform the route onwards to Bedford.
The TWAO indicates services as being 2 tph (trains per hour) between Oxford and Milton Keynes, 1 tph
to Bedford and 1 tph between Aylesbury and Milton Keynes. Trains should be running by 2023, which
to me seems a very short time for the scale of work proposed.
Great Northern & ECML route
The DWT has granted permission for Network Rail to build a dive-under at Werrington Junction, north
of Peterborough, to allow Stamford line trains to cross without obstructing ECML trains and so creating
an additional 2 paths per hour.
As a space filler, here’s a shot of 31417 on a southbound parcels train at pre-electrification
Biggleswade in the 1980s
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NOTICE BOARD
Continued and ongoing from No 10 & 21 –
 Oerlikon units:
It’s always a matter of time in producing
new kits, but I contacted John Redrup at
London Road Models in early September to
ask how the Oerlikon is progressing. Here’s
his reply:
“I am happy to say that there has been a lot of
progress with the Oerlikon during the summer months.
All the remaining patterns have now been made, as
has the wooden former for vacuum forming the plastic
roof, The white metal items are in a mould and have
been test cast successfully. the one hold up at present
is the brass casting, we have put a lot of the small
fiddly bits together on one sprue (for economy) and it
has not cast very well, so now we are now going to
separate the bits into two sprues and re-organise feeds
etc which should cure the problem. Then it only
remains for me to assemble a complete unit and write
the instructions. I will keep a note to let you know when
the kit is finally ready.”

Continued from 21, and remains open
 The Committee has suggested we may
begin to consider what layout is built next.
We must, of course, progress Finchley and
Aylesbury, so this is regarded as a longer
term idea and therefore we will use the time
to ensure the project would be fully debated
and planned from the outset. It will be
aided enormously if it will make use of the
trestles and beams and is not a large
scheme! The floor is therefore open to your
proposals.
Currently we have a small selection of ideas
from Bob, primarily as adaptations or
additions to the club’s existing layouts – e.g.
variations on a docks area for Sutton, an
additional baseboard for Cheriton to make a
through line.
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 DCC Concepts has produced a new range of
point rodding components, which I shall be
looking at for suitability for Finchley.
 Timely! There’s an article on model
railways in the Radio Times for 1st October
week as a lead to The Great Model Railway
Challenge programme on Channel 5 from 5th
October – starts 8pm.
 Standing item:
Do you have stock suitable for running on
club layouts? Or maybe you need to bring
stock in for advice from other members?
If you want your stock to run on club layouts
then it will need to conform to minimum
standards.
Our OO layouts are to finer standards than
‘train set’, using code 75 track, and
Aylesbury (N scale) is using fine code 40.
For any layout we need to stock it with
appropriate items conforming to those track
standards.
Suitable means of the right wheel profiles,
back-to-backs and couplings that will enable
the layout to operate smoothly. The OO
layouts use Sprat & Winkle couplings,
Aylesbury will use D&G.
Trains should be from the right period and
region, with loco crew, lamps, corridor
connections, passengers, wagon loads,
weathering – all such details that help lift
the presentation of any layout.
 Club shirts – do you need a new one?
Contact Alan C if you do – we have the
following in stock:
Polo – White (S, M), Green (L)
Sweat – Grey (S, M x2, L , XL)
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And Finally…

More pictures, and brief notes, by Bern, from the trip to Fawley Hill
These were taken on the verandah of a Shark brake van at Fawley Hill on 5th August as we stormed up
the 1 in 13 gradient back to Somersham Station, hauled by Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST No 31 ' Sir Robert
McAlpine & Sons'. Alan Burkinshaw arranged the trip and about 12 club members and family attended.
It was a beautiful, sunny day and we all had a great time.
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