CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society
Issue No 23 December 2017
Introduction
It’s been the usual round of things going on – Cheriton going to a show, organise the room, clean &
test the layout, do the show, reorganise the room to allow continued progress on Finchley. As I go to
press there’s the possibility of taking Sutton to the West Essex show at the end of April; the
Committee is working out what’s what, so we’ll write to members again when we know more.
Preparations for our exhibition in February are well under way, with the list of layouts and traders
now on the club web page. Dick is feverously typing to get the programme notes ready to go to the
printer, new flyers are going out and the usual volunteer questions being asked. I’ll probably contact
stragglers at the beginning of February so I can organise tasks, co-ordinating with Dick and Bob for
who is committing to baking cakes for the day.
I also extend my best wishes to Robert, who has stepped down as a member due to family and
business commitments, but will remain in contact for some support to the Aylesbury project.
Happy New Year to everyone – enjoy your modelling.
In this issue:
Club Notes: Updates on activities
Layouts: the latest updates for each
Timetable: Club timetable, forthcoming railway events and local rail tours
British Railways: 1947 - 1997
Members’ Matters: The Grand Tour, Bern and Alan B
Traffic: notes on the local rail scene.
Notice Board: Projects, suggestions, hints & tips
And Finally: Biggleswade 1960-something

The Picture
10th April 1954 at Edwinstowe, roughly half way between Chesterfield and Lincoln. Opened by the
Lancashire, Derbyshire and East Coast Railway in 1897. Apparently it was one of only 3 stations on
the route to have refreshment facilities. The train is an unidentified A5 tank hauling one Gresley
and 3 Thompson coaches about to pass the signal box. The box shows some typical LD&ECR features
such as the barge boards, an element that has been taxing to reproduce in 4mm as Bern and I know!
With permission, signalboxes.com, Jack Cupit and Neil Baker.
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CLUB NOTES
Shows
Cheriton had a successful day out at TADRail, Wing, in October and will shortly have the dust removed
again ready for Erith at the end of January.
We will indeed be showing some of the scenic boards of Finchley at our show, and with the 7 Tuesdays
remaining in January and February we aim to fit in some basic scenic work to fit in with the various
buildings, somehow shoe-horning all this around the show activities. Jim has already worked out
how to have some trains shuttling on these few boards.
We have new flyers to advertise our show, see right, copies of which can be downloaded from our web
site. A number have already been given out at local shows, and through Andy working at TMC and on
the desk at KS Models. There are plenty at the club for you all to give out at cafes, shops,
community notice boards etc. and we’ll put some out at the Stevenage show.
We are sticking with a local – to Dick, in Dawlish! – printer for the
programmes, but have got some sponsorship this year. Both KS
Models and HMRS have agreed to place adverts and this will help
cover costs, and we will be asking for donations to The Alzheimers
Society for programmes.
The HMRS is attending our show with a new layout, partially to
advertise themselves (though without trade items), and it’s thought
it could be the first time an area group of that Society has built a
layout. It was given an interesting write-up in their latest
newsletter ‘Points’ and refers to their intention to give it its first
airing at a local show, maybe the “…excellent one-day show held in
Biggleswade every February..”. Very good so far, and then I turned
the page to see that they quoted the show date as one week later
than it is. And it was my fault, going back a year to when the
date hadn’t been finalised and then not realising they hadn’t been
told of the change. Cue much panic, grovelling and
communications to correct it all. Thankfully they can still attend.
Phew!
At some point soon we will need to check with the school to see what car parking arrangements are in
force for 2018, after all the changes following school building work in 2017.
Facebook
The Facebook page has settled in, with 14 members posting links and photos regarding both models
and the real thing. If you want to join, Jim Godden is the man in control of access permissions.
Room lighting
Last time I mentioned looking at additional lighting, but the LED strip was unsuccessful. This hasn’t
progressed far, but we have been able to use a simple lamp stand to highlight specific work. If you
should have further suggestions for additional lighting, please make them known to the Committee.
Paul Moss
Paul has managed to get a first invite for Little Salkeld, to Kettering show in 2018. Good luck!
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FINCHLEY ROAD ST JOHNS WOOD
As mentioned earlier, we are showing the
main scenic boards at our show in February,
so our focus is preparing for that. Jim has
worked out a scheme to have trains shuttling
on the 4 running lines, and we’ll show what
buildings have been completed too.
In recent weeks we’ve had the scenic boards
set up with the new trestles for the first time
(demonstrating how solid it will all be) and
here’s an aerial view to show it all together.
Just before Christmas we managed a trial run
of fitting the buildings to measure up the
roadways required around the station and
coal yard. Below is a track-level view looking
west to Finchley station from Hampstead
Heath tunnel mouth.
On the next page is a picture of the platform
buildings showing the difference in colour as
the painting of the brickwork was
progressing.

Alan Cooper

Page 3

31/12/2017

CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society

Issue No 23 December 2017

Actions list:
Baseboards
 Transportation arrangements to be finalised, potentially following Dave Sutton’s suggestions.
Controls & Electrics
 Continue fitting point motors and drop wires; workload to be shared, this is the next priority.
 Fiddle yard control box to be completed; Jim is assessing/starting work and has identified
component needs.
 The workload requires other volunteers. Bern, Dave Sutton and Roy have stepped up, but don’t
just leave it to them - there will be some of the more straightforward aspects that could be
done by anyone.
 Jim has devised an approach to electrically-testing the scenic boards without having to set up
any of the fiddle yard section.
Track
 Point rodding has had a bit of a further investigation, with the nominal runs to points
identified. This plan needs refinement to ensure we know where the various cranks will go, a
key part of which will be the layout in front of the box which shall be visible to the punters.
Items to be identified and purchased.
 As we progress, the scenic side needs careful fixing of the 3rd & 4th rail to allow sufficient
clearances for stock, and we need to consider the robustness of the fixings.
 As fiddle yard boards progress we need to fit the pre-built track and infill the remainder.
 Uncoupling magnet and loco lift positions are now being resolved, items yet to be purchased.
Presentation
 Lighting the layout has been under much discussion. Having observed other layouts at
exhibitions Jim is now firming up an approach. Its attachment to the layout has been
considered by Dave Sutton (this has been done very successfully on other layouts)
 The design concept allowed for a repeat signal diagram display at the front of the layout – we
have had initial discussions, it needs firming up.
Scenic work
 There will be a few outbuildings needed for the yard. The Electricity Works would be a nice
addition but may not be practical; it is very big!
 The sub-structure for the raised scenic end of Finchley requires building, with the final
positioning of buildings to be considered.
 We have yet to work out how trains will exit ‘stage Willesden’; possibly a footbridge.
 A backscene will be required, demonstrating Finchley Road, a garage, the council yard and
housing and sports field beyond.
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SUTTON-ON-SEA
We still have some work to do on the signals, but that’s been put on hold whilst shows and Finchley
essentials are worked through, so we’ll return to it soon.
Actions list:
Baseboards
 The protective ends will be replaced at some point (Dave Sutton has a plan), but they remain
usable for now. Dave is also progressing the new support beams.
 Produce a ‘Quick Guide’ for layout assembly – see also under Cheriton
Electrics
 Label switches to points for diagnostics, produce an overlay illustrating point numbers, ensuring
matched to naming convention under the boards
 Investigate practicalities of installing a control panel-powered push-button mic system.
Scenic Work
 The ongoing transit damage needs a constant watch, so it looks like it’s worth considering what
protection we can build for transporting.
Presentation
 Investigate improved clips for retaining lighting units to baseboard legs
otherwise:
 Consider adopting the Finchley lighting rig for Sutton too.

CHERITON BISHOP
We appear to have mis-placed the curtain following our February show, so may need to consider
buying a new one.
Actions:
Presentation
Convert curtain to Velcro; the curtain requires a Velcro strip sewn onto the curtain and the opposite
strip fixed to the layout with a staple gun. Jim’s wife has agreed to assist with the curtain.
General Maintenance
We now have a ‘Quick Guide’ for the layout’s assembly, and will use it as a model for the other
layouts.
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AYLESBURY TOWN
Robert stepping back has meant a re-focus on
the layout’s needs, and the main protagonists
have been discussing ways forwards. This is
still at early stages but there remains a strong
will to get the layout moving on. Michael
recently got all the boards out to measure up
all the track he’d built against the plan,
pictured here.
Points were originally to be from milled bases
from Robert, but we are now likely to build
them from copperclad.
There is a series of files on a Box web page to
help support the project, though many are in a
format we are not (currently) familiar with.
In fact there are 1,219 files, mostly
photographs, but also maps, track plans and
drawings, many of which were prepared for 3D
printing but there may be some suitable for 2D
print support too. We shall see!

Actions list:
Baseboards
 Bracing strengtheners to be reviewed for success
 Continue to review for signs of damage and maintain alignments
 Backscene structure to be fitted, with consideration for the lighting fixings. Nigel & Alastair
are planning to progress this.
Scenic work
 All the major scenic elements have been marked on the boards, and this can now be used as
the impetus for building mock-ups – simple blocks or cereal packets will do, to give a flavour of
scale and construction needed for the detailed models. Volunteers please.
Track
 Fiddle yard design – south end is agreed, north end agreed in principle.
 Lay fiddle yard track using existing supply of code 55 flexible track
 Track to be hand-made to code 40 in the scenic section. Construction of points to be agreed.
Electrics
 Original specification is DCC control, allowing laptop and smartphone operation.
 Jim has procured a kit of second-hand DCC power supply and associated bits (that description
may be a bit simplified!) he believes is, at possibly half the cost of buying new. To be debated.
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unless stated
2018
2-Jan
9-Jan
16-Jan
23-Jan
Sat 27-Jan &
Sun 28-Jan
30-Jan
6-Feb
13-Feb
Fri 16-Feb
Sat 17-Feb
20-Feb
27-Feb
6-Mar
13-Mar
20-Mar
27-Mar
3-Apr
10-Apr
17-Apr
24-Apr
1-May
8-May
15-May
22-May
29-May
5-Jun
12-Jun
19-Jun
26-Jun
3-Jul
10-Jul
17-Jul
24-Jul
31-Jul
7-Aug
14-Aug
21-Aug
28-Aug
4-Sep
11-Sep
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Activity notes

Cheriton Bishop to be packed for Erith
Cheriton Bishop at Erith Model Railway Show
Organise your baking for the show!
Collect all exhibition requirements together
Meet at club 12:00 to collect exhibition items
EBMRS show
Provisional date for Committee meeting

Target for Newsletter 24

Provisional date for Committee meeting

Target for Newsletter 25

Provisional date for Committee meeting
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EVENTS TIMETABLE
Date

Time

Organiser

Event

02-Jan
09-Jan

LCGB
RCTS-C

A Tour Around the Railways of Wales, Chris Jones
The Harwich Branch, Dave Goodyear

10-Jan

Collector event

Joe Lock Model Railways - Hertford Toy & Train Fair

10-Jan

NLRHS

A history of the Post Office Railway, Chris Taft

13-14- Jan

Model event

Chiltern Model Railway Exhibition, Stevenage

18-Jan

Steph LS

20-Jan

Model event

Tickets and ticketing systems from Edmundson to Oyster, Doug
Fairhurst
Brambleton Model Railway Club - Harpenden Exhibition

31 Jan

HMRS

06-Feb

LCGB

Members’ presentations - Roofs, postcards of Shrewsbury & Brian's
wanderings across the network.
Cromford & High Peak Railway Part 4, George Sullivan

10-Feb

Model event

Milton Keynes Model Railway Society Exhibition

13-Feb

RCTS-C

That Was The Year That Was - 1967, Geoff Plumb

15-Feb

Steph LS

Speaker and topic TBC

17-Feb

Model event

East Beds Model Railway Society Exhibition

17-Feb

Model event

Saffron Walden Model Railway Club Exhibition

26-Feb

Model event

28*Feb

HMRS

01-Mar

RCTS-MK

Northants & Rutland O Gauge Group - Coarse O Gauge Running Meet
Harringworth
Travel posters and information notices from the 1840’s onwards,
Ted Sadler
40 Years on BR, Terence Jenner

03-Mar

Model event

March and District Model Railway Club Exhibition

LCGB

Strictly Freight Only Part 1, Brian Ringer

NLRHS

06-Mar

(nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)

10 &11/3

Model event

AGM followed by Camden High Line Project, Adam Richards
St Neots MRC - East Anglian Model Railway Exhibition, Wood Green

13-Mar

RCTS-C

40/40 Vision, Stuart Baker

15-Mar

Steph LS

Developments at Earls Court, Paul Godwin

17-Mar

Model event

Sawbridgeworth Model Railway Exhibition

March

HMRS

09-Mar

18:45

RCTS-H
STS

The programme for these societies was not available at time of
publishing

Stev LS
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RCTS
RCTS

–H
–W
–C
- MK

STS
LCGB
Steph. LS
Model Event
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North London Railway Historical Society
Keen House in Calshot St, Pentonville Road, near Kings Cross, Friday evenings or Wednesday afternoons. We
normally invite a speaker and the meetings are informal and in a sociable environment. Guests welcome.
Historical Model Railway Society
Whaddon Way Church Centre, West Bletchley, MK3 7JS, meetings at 19:30 unless stated. No charge to visitors
Stevenage Locomotive Society
Community Arts Centre, Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage SG1 1XN. Meetings start 7.30pm & include
refreshment break. Visitors £2 Day membership on the door (no charge if Stevenage Arts Guild Member)
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society

Hitchin meetings at Walsworth Road Baptist Church, Hitchin

Welwyn Garden City - Methodist Church, at the junction of Ludwick Way and Cole Green Lane, Welwyn
Garden City AL7 3PN, commencing at 14.00 (doors open 13.30)

Cambridge meetings are held at The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5HD, commencing at
19.30 Free parking is available at the Community Wing.

Milton Keynes meetings at Methodist Church, Silver St., Stony Stratford MK11 1BE, commencing at 19.30
Sandy Transport Society
Conservative Club, Bedford Road, Sandy, doors open 19:10. £2.00 for non-members, includes refreshments
Locomotive Club of Great Britain
Meetings at 7.30pm on Tuesdays at St Johns Church Hall, St John’s Street, Bedford MK42 0DL
Stephenson Locomotive Society
At 19.30, St. John's United Reformed Church Hall, Mowbray Road, New Barnet, Herts, EN5 1RH.
See UK Model Shops Directory for exhibitions and toy fairs
Garden & Woodland Railway, 42 Queens Road, Thame, OX9 3NQ 2pm to 5pm

Rail tour

See railtourinfo.co.uk or UKsteamtours

Collector
Event

See UK Model Shops Directory

BRITISH RAILWAYS 1947 - 1997
As it’s the 70th anniversary of its birth and the 20th anniversary of its demise around now, I thought it
would be of interest to have a selective, potted, chronological look at BR across its near-50 years of
existence.
1947
The Transport Act was given Royal Assent on 6/8/47
1948
At midnight 31/12/47 British Railways was born, to much whistling of steam engines across the
country! Here’s a summary of the motive power inherited, showing a huge range of loco classes.
Owners/type
LNER

Classes Count
Regions
Depots Route miles
146
6,424 Eastern
50
2,836
North Eastern
32
1,823
LMS
112
7,805 Midland
119
4,993
Scottish
44
3,730
SR
87
1,810 Southern
37
2,250
GWR
73
3,777 Western
62
3,782
WD
1
499
Diesel locos
53
Electric locos
40
Railcars
16
Electric motor vehicles
2,006
419
22,430
344
19,414
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All this motive power came with 679,634 wagons from the railway companies, a further 544,694
compulsorily purchased private (mineral) wagons, 20,000 other private wagons (e.g. fuel, salt, lime)
and 56,000 coaches to serve a network of 8,294 stations and 973 marshalling yards on 19,639 route
miles. In the first year of BR there were 996,050,000 passenger journeys serviced by 641,000 staff.
(As an aside, in the current age of a reduced railway running with DMU and EMU everywhere there are
now only about 1,000 locos in operation on the network)
The initial livery chosen was the early crest Lion & Wheel, Carmine & Cream coaches, Black & Silver
for diesel locos, which lasted until the end of 1953 when locos were being painted Brunswick Green.
1949
No passengers killed on the railway, the first time since 1908.
1950
New locomotive type introduced - Class 76.
1951
BR standard locomotives and Mk1 coaches start to appear, with Britannia released on 2nd January. An
early issue required the class to be taken back out of traffic as the wheels were slipping on the axles!
New locomotive type introduced – Britannia, Standard classes 5 and 4 4-6-0, Clan class.
1952
The year of the horrendous Harrow crash, with 112 killed, and the first trials of a new Automatic
Warning System.
New locomotive type introduced - Class 04, 08, Standard class 4 2-6-0 and 2-6-4T, and class 3 2—6-2T
1953
The Woodhead Route electrification is completed. The last class 11 0-6-0 diesel shunter is built, to
an L.M.S. design, the class lasting until about 1972.
New locomotive type introduced - Class 77, Standard class 3 2-6-0 and class 3 2-6-2T
1954
British Railways Modernisation Plan published in December, predictingd 7,000 steam locomotives still
in use in 1970. It’s suggested the failure of this plan led to the appointment of Dr Beeching.
New locomotive type introduced - 8P 4-6-2 Duke of Gloucester and 9F 2-10-0
1955
BR makes the odd decision to standardise on the vacuum brake, despite the air brake being
technically better and already in use by almost every other railway system. A 17 day strike by ASLEF
is said to contribute significantly to the loss of traffic to road transport.
New locomotive type introduced - Class 05, class 10
1956
BTC publishes its electrification plan for 25kv lines. It includes Euston to Birmingham, Manchester and
Liverpool, Liverpool Street to Ipswich and Harwich, and Kings Cross to Leeds, York and…..Letchworth!
BR makes a loss of £16.5m
New locomotive type introduced - class 01
1957
The crest was changed to the ‘Ferret & Dartboard’!, with coaching stock becoming maroon – except
then, the Western and Southern regions are allowed to revert to chocolate & cream and green coach
liveries. A Channel Tunnel Study Group was formed (!)
New locomotive type introduced - Classes 03, 15, 20, 31 and 41
Alan Cooper
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1958
New locomotive type introduced - Classes 16, 24, 26, 28, 29, 40 and 42
1959
Re-appraisal of the Modernisation Plan published (3 Shillings!) In this the Kings Cross to Letchworth
electrification scheme is forecast to cost £5m, and mention is made of a proposed underpass for
Hitchin. Ernest Marples is appointed Minister of Transport.
New locomotive type introduced - Blue Pullmans, along with classes 21, 22, 23, 44, 71 and 81
1960
The last year BR would build any steam locomotives, with 92220 Evening Star the 999th and last to
emerge, completed in March and only just lasting 5 years in service. The L.M. Director of Traffic
Services says those who foresee the closure of the GC main line are overlooking its virtues as a
through route and its large volume of coal traffic. Hmmm…
The Southern Region proposes a new roof for Cannon Street with 525 car park spaces on top alongside
a helicopter station. Other stations may be considered for roof-top car parks too.
The BedPan line suburban services are now fully dieselised.
New locomotive type introduced -classes 02, 33, 37, 43, 45, 82, 83 and 84.

Build
programme

1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960

Steam
Steam
Steam
(Company (WD/BR
designs) designs)
395
558
357
385
208
89
114
97
28
123
24
184
18
156
9
129
3
141
62
15
3

Wagons
Diesel
13
35
27
18
60
52
56
148
148
198
404
585
769

Electric

Coaches
1

Revenue

To 1954, a
further 2,437
Stanier, 872
Thompson, 844
Bulleid and 495
Hawksworth
coaches built

39,464
31,929
3
33,638
22
40,651
25
43,770
8
40,882
6
54,553
58,734
61,479
59,690
1
36,293
14
16,514
51
14,179
*includes 9,200 purchased from SNCF

Service
2,069
1309
583
1,036
697
1,119
1,114
1,486
2,068
3,029
1,422
1,834
1,855

1961
No more new steam engines. Dr Beeching is appointed head of BR, whilst an update on the
Modernisation Plan is published.
Network route miles at this time – 18,214
New locomotive type introduced - classes 25, 27, 35, 46, 52, 53, 55 and 85
1962
Route miles down to 17,471 even before Dr Beeching has got going.
Yellow end panels and wasp stripes introduced for diesel locomotives, with a two-tone green livery.
New locomotive type introduced - Classes 07, 17, 47 and 73
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1963
Beeching’s report published. Of 7,000 stations, only 34 generate 25% of revenue. The average wagon
works 45 miles per week in revenue service, and only 5,500 coaches out of 18,500 are in year-round
service. The National Union of Railwaymen publish their own ‘retort’, “The Mis-Shaping of British
Railways”, which runs to almost 4 pages of ridicule! It’s also the year of The Great Train Robbery.
The Red Star parcels service begins.
New locomotive type introduced - Class 13 (conversion from 08)
1964
British Railways is now British Rail, with the new livery of Monastral Blue and Pearl Grey announced.
The North London Line is reprieved from Beeching’s axe. The XP64 coaching stock is introduced, the
forerunner of the Mk2.
New locomotive type introduced - Class 14 is introduced (all 56 would be withdrawn within 5 years)
1965
11 June marks the end of steam on the Western Region. Pre-TOPS blue livery starts to appear along
with the ubiquitous double arrow emblem and Freightliner is launched.
New locomotive type introduced - Class 86
1966
The Somerset & Dorset closes, but the UK and French Governments announce a Channel Tunnel should
be built A new report is published highlighting the strain the advent of the motor vehicle is placing
on the UK, which will require many new roads… and the phrase ‘Inter-City’ is coined for the first
time.
1967
70013 is the last steam locomotive to be overhauled by BR. DMUs already start appearing in blue &
grey. 9 July marks the end of steam on the Southern Region, and 9 September on the Eastern Region.
New locomotive type introduced - Class 50, class 74 (rebuild of class 71)
1968
359 steam locos remain at the beginning of the year. Route miles is now 12,434, nearly 37% less than
the network total at the beginning of BR. Stations are 61% fewer at 3,235, marshalling yards 81%
fewer at 184 and the accompanying staff have been whittled by more than half to 296,000
4 August marks the last timetabled steam operations, with the final special on 11 August.
The ‘new’ Euston opens, minus the Doric Arch. Oh dear…
1969
The last trains over The Waverley Route, now partially re-opened and being assessed for re-opening
the remainder.
The last steam train,
the ‘15 Guineas Special’ seen at
Settle Junction
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1970
Fire destroys the Menai Bridge – it was 18 months until re-opening, and 1974 before full services.
Locomotives
Wagons
Diesel
Electric Revenue
Service
Hired
Private
1961
629
22
84,241
1,324
1962
510
20
8,729
1,020
1963
384
15
3,001
7,478
1964
407
4
769
8,959
1965
351
80
2,061
3,656
1966
168
62
1,701
1,550
1967
61
2
1,590
1,177
1968
53
2,120
25,300
1969
1,228
19,600
1970
1,180
19,000
1971
The BR TOPS era starts. BR slackens its ban on steam and the 3 year hiatus is broken by specials with
6000 King George V.
1972
First proposals for the HST appear, the Brighton Belle is finished.
1973
The Selby diversion is opened, a new piece of ECML to avoid potential subsidence caused by mining.
New locomotive type introduced - class 87
1974
Electrification to Glasgow is achieved, but the UK backs out of the Channel Tunnel.
1975
The National Railway Museum opens in York
New train type introduced – the HST
1976
HSTs painted with bright yellow ends, DMUs being painted in ‘reverse’ livery of white with a blue
stripe.
1977
DMUs no longer carry lamps.
New locomotive type introduced - class 56
1978
Large Logo livery starts
1979
The Penmanshiel Tunnel collapses, cutting off services for 5 months
1980
Tyne & Wear Metro opens, with orange & white livery, replacing some of the erstwhile BR local
services. BR publishes a visionary report on cross-London rail expansion, allowing services such as
Peterborough to Portsmouth or Brighton

Alan Cooper

Page 13

31/12/2017

CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society
Locomotives
Diesel
Electric
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980

10
25
1
35
17
19
15
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Wagons
Revenue
41
2
383
759
1,504
1,715
1,344
1,750
1,519
1,341

Service

Hired
1,226
1,882
2,177
2,331
2,331
2,331
2,331
2,331
2,283
186

Private
19,000
19,000
18,000
18,418
18,647
18,400
18,527
18,438
18,676
18,752

1981
The Woodhead Route is closed.
1982
Railfreight comes into being with new liveries for freight stock. The last Deltic run occurs, which made
the national news on the BBC. Traveller’s Fare becomes an independent company.
1983
Private rail businesses and sectorisation begins, Passenger Transport Executives (PTEs) begin to
operate urban networks, with Greater Glasgow with orange and matt black livery.
New locomotive type introduced - Class 58
1984
West Yorkshire PTE starts out with Verona Green and white, South Yorkshire PTE starts.
Greater Manchester PTE with orange & brown. The others are Merseyrail and West Midlands.
Other sector changes are Inter City, London & South East, Provincial, Parcels, Scotrail, Regional
Railways.
New train type introduced - Production Pacer and Sprinter 2nd generation DMUs
1985
Inter City and South Eastern Jaffa liveries appear
1986
Network South East livery, InterCity Swallow livery.
Eurotunnel plans announced
New locomotive type introduced - Class 59, the first private (and first U.S.-built) locomotives to
operate on BR main lines, and class 89
1987
World record speed for a diesel train set by an HST at 148mph. Second Class is renamed Standard Class
New locomotive type introduced - Class 90
1988
West Yorkshire PTE changes to dark red and cream
Parcels renamed Rail Express Systems (RES), RailFreight changes to grey livery
New locomotive type introduced - Class 91
1989
New locomotive type introduced - Class 60
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1990
The last Edmondson-type ticket is issued by British Rail, at Pembrey in Wales.
New train type introduced - Turbo DMUs introduced.

1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

Locomotives
Diesel
Electric
17
10
23
23
14
15
1
1
19
1
16
16
15

Wagons
Revenue
6,677
2,102
661
432
446
480
810
1,109
1,625
1,396

Service

Hired

Private

Information not available

1991
A hard winter led to a number of train failures, due to the “wrong type of snow”!
1992
Rail Express Systems begins, out of the old parcels sector
1993
The Railways Act for privatisation is passed in Parliament whilst pre-privatisation positioning begins
with Thameslink, and Transrail, Mainline and Loadhaul freight companies. There will be 25 franchise
companies.
New locomotive type introduced - Class 92
1994
RailTrack is created to manage the railway system and the Channel Tunnel officially opens.
1995
Dutch livery introduced on civil engineer’s trains. Rail Express Systems is the first privatised rail
company to be sold.
1996
RailTrack is privatised. EWS is formed from the buyout of the three freight companies.
1997
Traveller’s Fare, by now private, stopped trading in March.
The very last train under the guise of British Rail ran on 21st November. It was a Railfreight
Distribution Sector freight, the 23:15 Dollands Moor to Wembley hauled by 92003 Beethoven.

1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997

Locomotives
Diesel
Electric
62
20
6
1
9
5
22
10
5

Wagons
Revenue
924
28
432
404

Service

Hired

Private

Information not available

62
498

And that, as they say, was that.
Alan Cooper
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MEMBERS' MATTERS
The Grand Tour 2016
(with apologies to Mr Clarkson)

In 2009 Terry and I did a fly-drive holiday in USA and, amongst other places, we visited Durango in
Southern Colorado. Of course, while we were there we had a look around the Durango and Silverton
RR, but unfortunately we didn’t have sufficient time to ride on it, so contented ourselves with just
taking photographs.
A year or so earlier, Alan and Sue did a similar fly-drive and, like us, they only had time to take
photographs. When we got back from holiday Alan and I compared notes and both regretted that we
couldn’t ride on the train and perhaps we should try and do it at some unspecified time in the future.
Time went by and, although we frequently spoke about arranging something, nothing concrete was
done until November 2015. A phone call from Alan more or less stated that we are both getting older
so it’s now or never!! So a start was made on some tentative arrangements and alternative itineraries.
It took until January 2016 to get a workable trip sorted out and on 1st February Alan sent me a full
itinerary compiled by Trailfinders. It had all the flights, hotels, hire cars….everything! I still have my
email reply to Alan, it reads: “Blimey. I suppose we'd better go then.”
We took off from Heathrow on 14th June to San Francisco (at Alan’s insistence it was top deck,
business class, A380. Not that I was complaining!). After checking in to our hotel we had a wander
down to Pier 39 for a few drinks and a look around. On day two we caught a Streetcar to the terminus
at Jefferson Street, had breakfast at Pier 39 and spent an enjoyable couple of hours photographing
the wide variety of styles and liveries of the streetcars that can be seen along the seafront (The
Embarcadero).

Alan Cooper
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A short walk took us to the Hyde Street cable car terminus for our trip back to Market Street to pick
up our hire car for the three hour drive to Sacramento.

Alan Cooper
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Day three was almost entirely taken up with a visit to the excellent California State RR Museum in Old
Sacramento. The number and quality of the exhibits was superb and the following is just a small
selection of what was on show.
Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe RR
2-10-4 No 5021. Oil burning.
There wasn’t any technical info on this
loco at the museum, so I looked it up
on the internet. The stats are
impressive:
Weight of loco and tender 447 tons
Tractive effort 108,961 lbs
Boiler pressure 310 lbs/sq in
It was built in 1944, retired and put
into store 1957 and donated to the
California State RR Museum in 1986.
Restoration is ongoing.

Southern Pacific Cab Forward 4-8-8-2 No. 4294. Weight 469 tons, tractive effort 124,300 lbs. Oil
burning.
The cab forward design was developed to deal
with specific problems on the SP. Their routes
had 39 long tunnels and 40 miles of snow sheds
that could funnel dangerous exhaust fumes
back into the cab of a conventional
locomotive. The cab forwards were designed
to overcome this problem, but they suffered
from oil leaks that caused wheel slip and the
front cab put the crew at risk in the event of a
collision. They ran between 1944 and 1956. In
case you are in any doubt, these locos are
HUGE!! The diminutive soul reading the
display board is me!

Virginia and Truckee 4-4-0 No 12. Built 1873,
Weight 29 tons, tractive effort 11,920 lbs.
No 12 is an "American Standard" passenger loco
which hauled mainly passenger, but also
occasional freight trains, between Carson City,
Virginia City and Reno. It was retired in 1908
and has been restored to her 1902 condition at
the California State Railroad Museum. She is
reportedly fully operational

Alan Cooper
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Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe
RR 1937 1st class dining
car No 1474 ‘Cochiti ‘
Named after a 1,000 year
old Indian pueblo in New
Mexico, the Cochiti was
built for Santa Fe’s first
stainless steel streamlined
train, the Los Angeles to
Chicago ‘Super Chief’
She was in use on the
AT&SF ‘Grand Canyon’
before being retired in
1968. Sold by the Santa Fe
two years later, it was
briefly used as a diner in
Dakota before being
purchased and restored by
the California State RR
Museum in 1978

After leaving the museum we had a walk around Old Sacramento and then walked across to
Sacramento Valley RR station to watch the California Zephyr arrive. The Zephyr runs the 2,438 miles
between San Francisco and Chicago and is the second longest Amtrak route. It still had 2,350 miles to
go when it arrived at Sacramento, over half an hour late! A high speed train it is not!

Alan Cooper

Page 19

31/12/2017

CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society

Issue No 23 December 2017

It was then time to head back to the car for another three hour drive, this time to Carson City and the
Nevada State RR Museum………. but that’s for the next instalment, editor permitting (Ed – yes please!
Similar contributions considered from any Newsletter recipient)
Bern and Alan B

Alan Cooper
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TRAFFIC NOTICE

East-West Rail
The November Budget confirmed Government’s intentions to fund the ongoing work on East West Rail,
with potential speeding up of progress on the section from Bedford to Cambridge to have services
running in the mid-2020s. That’s an improvement of at least 5 years.
Great Northern & ECML route
The Abbots Ripton level crossing between Huntingdon and Peterborough will be closed, allowing
Network Rail to reinstate a 4th track over 6 miles to provide additional train paths. No date has been
given for expected completion.
November 6 marked the beginning of class 700 12-car EMUs on scheduled services between
Peterborough and Kings Cross.
A correspondent in RAIL magazine comments that they are roughriding! The current Thameslink Great Northern franchise will end in 2021; I don’t think that will
overly affect ride quality, but the trains may change colour… And on Facebook an Arlesey resident
has been ranting that the new service still won’t get her from Arlesey to St Albans without having to
change!
Thameslink CrossRail
So we now won’t get a full 24 trains per hour through London until December 2019. However, the
Canal Tunnels linking the ECML with the Thameslink line will open from April 2018 and a new
timetable in May will deliver the majority of the new services, only Cambridge to Maidstone being
delayed for a year, and a Cambridge to Brighton starting in December 2018.

The old order - a line-up of class 313 EMUs at Welwyn Garden City , in the early eighties
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NOTICE BOARD
Continued and ongoing from No 10 & 21 –
 Oerlikon units:
John Redrup of London Road Models showed
me the masters for the ‘gubbins’ that will go
under the underframes. He’s also produced
some vacuum-formed roofs, knows what he
will include for the underframes and trailer
bogies, and is working on the masters for the
motor bogie. He’s hopeful this will
culminate in a late-2018 release.
Continued from 20, but now closed.
 PROJECT: A mini layout for testing.
There’s been no obvious desire to progress
this so it’s now closed, but not forgotten
should anyone wish to pick it up later.
Continued from 21, and remains open
 The Committee has suggested we may
begin to consider what layout is built next.
We must, of course, progress Finchley and
Aylesbury, so this is regarded as a longer
term idea and therefore we will use the time
to ensure the project would be fully debated
and planned from the outset. It will be
aided enormously if it will make use of the
trestles and beams and is not a large
scheme! The floor is therefore open to your
proposals.
 For all you LD&ECR enthusiasts there is a
new book about this line that inspired our
model of Sutton. It’s by Chris Booth,
published by Fonthill media at £18.99
 Club shirts – do you need a new one?
Contact Alan C if you do – we have the
following in stock:
Polo – White (S, M), Green (L x2)
Sweat – Grey (S, M x2, L x2, XL)

 This is a standing item, but I want to take it
further. Do you have stock suitable for
running on club layouts? Or maybe you need
to bring stock in for advice from other
members? I would like to know, as it may
help ring changes occasionally.
If you want your stock to run on club layouts
then it will need to conform to minimum
standards.
Our OO layouts are to finer standards than
‘train set’, using code 75 track, and
Aylesbury (N scale) is using fine code 40.
For any layout we need to stock it with
appropriate items conforming to those track
standards.
Suitable means of the right wheel profiles,
back-to-backs and couplings that will enable
the layout to operate smoothly. The OO
layouts use Sprat & Winkle couplings,
Aylesbury will use D&G.
Trains should be from the right period and
region, with loco crew, lamps, corridor
connections, passengers, wagon loads,
weathering – all such details that help lift
the presentation of any layout.
 Looking at the raft of new items being
produced, it’s worth a look at what might be
suitable for club layouts.
Bachmann ex-LMS class 1P 0-4-4T – examples
based at Lincoln and Plaistow, so at a
stretch could be seen on Sutton or Finchley
(as a Bow works running in turn)
Kernow Bulleid diesel 10201 – known to have
been used on Broad Street to Tring suburban
trains.
Dave Jones ex-GWR 14xx 0-4-2T suitable for
Cheriton, with the class based at Exeter.

·
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And Finally…

Here’s 4 shots of ECML magic at
Biggleswade in the ‘60s, all the way
from Dave Tierney in Australia – thanks
Dave! All 4 are on the Down lines,
looking south from the platform.
Right:
A4 60026 Miles Beevor
Below: A4 60008 Dwight D Eisenhower

An unidentified A4 on the left, but
the A3 below is 60067 Ladas.
The goods yard on the right seems
quite full, as do the sidings on the Up
side
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