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East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society
Issue No 17 June 2016
Introduction
Since the excitement of the post-show meeting and the outpouring of views and ideas, it initially
seems to have been a relatively quiet 3 months. I believe that is a good thing, it has allowed the dust
to settle and for us to concentrate on what needs to get done. However, it also belies just what has
been going on, and the continued passion you all have for wanting to do things. Some of those things
will have to wait a while yet while we progress Aylesbury and Finchley, but we will get there!
Looking back, in this period we organised ourselves, with a large team, for the Ely show, and even if
the layouts at the show were felt to be so-so in terms of quality, it was nice for Sutton to be voted
‘Best in Show’. We had issues from that show to resolve, Bern has been working on signals, Jim
working on Finchley electrics, Bob on Finchley track repairs, I’ve been showing John how to go about
painting the backscene sky, a visit to Tony Wright and a follow-up on the Constitution. More details
on these, and more, inside.
It also gives me great pleasure to see Paul Moss has been up and about after his accident, and we look
forward to seeing him at the club more regularly soon. Paul has used some of his time at home to
work on his own model railway, for which he has written an article included in this newsletter.
In this issue:
Club Notes: 2017 show, constitution, Tony Wright, test track and wet patches
Layouts: the latest updates for each
Timetable: forthcoming railway events and local steam trains
Members’ Matters: Little Salkeld
Traffic: a few notes on the local rail scene.
Notice Board: Other ramblings on matters under consideration, followed by ‘some other stuff’

The Picture
This is a 1904 view of Christow station on the Teign Valley route. This was a secondary route
between Exeter and, joining the Moretonhampstead branch, Newton Abbot. Chistow was the next
station from Longdown. What do you mean you haven’t heard of it? Longdown was the supposed
junction for our Cheriton Bishop line. The scenery is quite like Cheriton, I think.
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CLUB NOTES
The EBMRS Show 2017
Looking back at our show this year I recall that we were several people short of a full team, for a
variety of reasons. Our main concerns were: manning the layout; supporting the kitchen; managing
the car park. We are still at an early stage for planning 2017, but at this stage it is looking like we
shall have a full complement of the usual suspects available.
We are yet to decide on which layout we should display next year – Cheriton again? Sutton, perhaps
with working signals? Or maybe some boards demonstrating progress of Aylesbury or Finchley? The
biggest demand on people would be for Sutton, so to do so would require greater commitment to
assist in the dining room and car park at the key periods, and perhaps shortening our lunch breaks and
deferring our personal enjoyment of the show until later in the afternoon when matters usually
quieten down. We should also need to ensure we have an experienced operator on the layout at all
times. That is the quandary we face, though it’s not an impossible one – but it could be helped if
you know of anyone else who would be happy to assist on the day (hint hint!).
Constitution
Since this was first raised we have had quite a bit of correspondence and debate on the rights and
wrongs of content. All your comments are now being collated and during July I shall produce a draft
constitution for final comment before the AGM.
Tony Wright
In mid-April some ten of us had the very pleasurable hospitality of Tony Wright and a demonstration of
his model railway of Little Bytham. His collection of trains is simply stunning, with something in the
region of 38 storage roads and 250 locos!!! We were made most welcome, had a great lunch at the
local inn and have an open invite to return for another go. Tony gave us each a ‘Thank You for
Visiting’ card at the end, which I’ve copied on the next page.
Test Track
It seems we shall go ahead with this mini project, but mini it shall be - the challenge will be to
construct something on a board of 12” by 24”, enough for a couple of points, curved track and
whatever other features for testing stock are deemed a requirement.
Finally…
Recently we returned to the club after a period of wet weather and found a very large wet patch
adjacent to the layout. We considered the age of the membership but decided it came from the roof.
Whilst it was disconcerting, it prompted some discussion on how we might ‘Heath Robinson’ something
to capture the ingress and siphon it off to an appropriate tank. The discussions may have been lighthearted on the night, but should if continue to be such an issue we may yet have to resort to
something.
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CHERITON BISHOP
Although we had interest from Tring and Beaconsfield clubs about taking Cheriton to their shows,
there has been nothing forthcoming as yet.
There isn’t much we need to worry about for Cheriton for a while other than keeping it safe.
On the action list:
Presentation
 Convert curtain to Velcro; we knew time would be against us for our show, so this is still to be
looked at. Do we have a volunteer?

AYLESBURY TOWN
Aylesbury is now partially re-erected following the Sutton travails and has a window of a few months
to make progress.
The supporting trestles are having a small adaption to strengthen the cross braces at the top, and the
underside bracing on the boards will be strengthened too, but otherwise the team is at the stage of
being able to start laying track in the fiddle yard. A large supply of donated track has arrived ready to
start this imminently
Action list:
Baseboards
 Strengthen bracing
 Review for signs of damage and maintain alignments
Trestles
 Strengthen bracing
 Also continue to review for signs of damage.
 Bracing to prevent layout wobble is being investigated
Scenic work
 Building mock-ups will start shortly
Future elements:
Electrics
 DCC control, allowing laptop and smartphone operation.
Track
 Track will be hand-made to code 40 in the scenic sections.
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FINCHLEY ROAD ST JOHNS WOOD
Finchley has, perhaps, taken a back seat for a while with the effort put into our show and Ely, but
small steps of progress continue to be made.
We now have all the baseboard alignment dowels to assist with completing the final boards and Dave
Sutton is working has way through the concept of the supporting trestles. Bob has been quietly
continuing to fix bits of the track, and Bern built a test-model of the council warehouse to judge its
size and juxtaposition for the layout – it was large enough but looks like it needs to be bigger!
A key aspect, though not imminent, will be the challenge of how we shall fix lighting and a pelmet to
the layout, now that we have chosen to use trestles; past layouts have had lighting affixed to the
layout legs. Thinking caps on, people!
Action list, current & future considerations:
Baseboards
 Finalise trestle arrangement
 Build final fiddle boards; currently with Dave Sutton, then fix cork underlay
 Transportation arrangements to be finalised
Controls & Electrics
 I had hoped to provide an update this time around, but your anticipation will have to bear out
until next time…..
Track
 Point rodding has had a bit of a further investigation, with the nominal runs to points
identified. This plan needs refinement to ensure we know where the various cranks will go, a
key part of which will be the layout in front of the box which shall be visible to the punters.
Items to be identified and purchased.
 As we progress, the scenic side needs careful fixing of the 3rd & 4th rail to allow sufficient
clearances for stock.
 As fiddle yard boards progress we need to build points and lay plain track – from soldered
construction, not RTR track. Items yet to be purchased.
 We need to consider where any uncoupling magnets shall be located. Items yet to be
purchased.
Presentation
 Jim has a plan for the lighting assembly using LED strips, but its attachment to the layout
needs working out (per above)
 The design concept allowed for a repeat signal diagram display at the front of the layout – we
have had initial discussions, it needs firming up.
Scenic work
 Platform buildings are complete but require painting. There will be a few outbuildings for the
yard to consider. The Electricity Works would be a nice addition but may not be practical.
 The sub-structure for the raised scenic end of Finchley requires building, with the final
positioning of buildings to be considered.
 We have yet to work out how trains will exit stage ‘Willesden’; possibly a footbridge.
 A backscene will be required, demonstrating Finchley Road, a garage, the council yard and
housing and sports field beyond.
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SUTTON-ON-SEA
For Sutton to go to Ely we had the luxury of a couple of test operating sessions, though a faulty double
slip had to be repaired in advance. We were also aware of a LED not flashing when supposed to,
which Jim managed to trace back to a pin being in the wrong slot. The curtain is also now fixable by
Velcro, a big improvement over the drawing pins.
We know the signal gantry protector marked the backscene in transit, so some felt has been glued to
it and it has helped to a large degree.
I gather there were early alignment problems from the fiddle yard causing some derailments,
something to be aware of generally, and the coal yard point gave its usual erratic electric problem.
Further investigation showed its wiring to be incomplete, and it’s only been like it for 30 years!! Jim
has now completed a repair. Thanks are offered to Bob for choccies at the show!!
Upon return to the club the main control panel was accidentally dropped. Thankfully, apart from
some facing plates being slightly warped and there being some slightly loose knobs, all is well. I did
wonder if ‘slightly loose knobs’ was a reference to the Ely operating team…
Prior to the show we fixed a new signal for exit from the engine shed, and following the show Bern has
removed and repaired the station signal gantries. It has sorely tested his patience, and he expressed
a view that he should not like to do so again. In an ancient form of English. This is a precursor to
getting all the signals operating properly, something that will really lift the presentation of the layout.
Jim has already been looking at the operating requirements.
Action list
Baseboards
 The protective ends are being considered for renewal, but remain usable for now.
Electrics
 Investigate current control panel provision for signal operation and determine how to set up their
operation – Jim has started some work on this.
 Label switches to points for diagnostics, produce an overlay illustrating point numbers,
ensuring matched to naming convention under the boards
 Investigate practicalities of installing a control panel-powered push-button mic system;
Jim is considering this at the same time as the signals.
Scenic Work
 I have been working with John in particular about backscene painting – the ongoing transit damage
needs a constant watch
 Platform roof glazing bars need care – there are some broken ones to resolve
Presentation
 Investigate improved clips for retaining lighting units to baseboard legs
Future Plans
 Bob has produced a plan for the potential docks extension, some notes and a full-size card mockup, which are at the club as a discussion point.
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TIMETABLE
Date
19-Jun

Time

Organiser
Model event

25-Jun

Steam train

29-Jun

STS

28-Jun

14:00

RCTS-W

30-Jun

Stev. LS

02-Jul

Model event

02-Jul

Model event

05-Jul

LCGB

07-Jul

19:30

RCTS-MK

Event (nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)
Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame
THE YORKSHIREMAN London Victoria-York (WCRC)
60103: Victoria-Bedford –York
Quiz night
Neither Passenger nor Freight – Geoff Brockett (changed)
June 30th – Tim Hedley-Jones, VTEC- Virgin Trains East
Coast
Train Collectors Society - Summer Show
The Weatherly Centre, Eagle Farm RD, Biggleswade
Beaconsfield MRC show
The Unknown Warrior - John Hastings-Thomson
'The Regional Railways Story', Chris Green, former top BR
Manager
Sheredes School, Hoddesdon show

09-Jul

Model event

13-Jul

RCTS-H

16-Jul

Model event

CMRA members’ modelling day, Watford

17-Jul

Model event

Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame

21-Jul

Collectors event

24-Jul

HMRS

27-Jul

STS

28-Jul

Stev. LS

30-Jul

Model event

04-Aug

RCTS-MK

Something Old, Something new – Brian Stephenson

07-Aug
13-Aug

Model event
Model event

13-Aug

Steam Train

14-Aug

Steam Train

16-Aug

LCGB

20-Aug

Model event

Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame
Silver Fox DCC club show, Milton Keynes
THE ROBIN HOOD (UKRT)
60163 Kings Cross – Chesterfield & return
THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS (STDR)
61306 Kings Cross – York & return
Annual trip on ‘The Marston Vale Line’ to Bletchley
on the 10.55am from Bedford
Northampton MRC show, Cogenhoe

25-Aug

Stev. LS

28-Aug

Steam Train

31-Aug

STS

04-Sep

Model event

06-Sep

LCGB

07-Sep

Collectors event

09-Sep
10-Sep

Alan Cooper

18:45

Addlestone to Beijing - Andy Davies and Irene Rabbits

Joe Lock toy fair, Theydon Bois
Summer outing to Quainton Road
AGM
London Transport Museum – Barry Lejeune
Royal British legion show, Chingford

The Talyllyn Railway – David Mitchell
THE CASTHEDRALS EXPRESS (STDR)
61306 Kings Cross – Matlock & return
Films – Frank Banfield
Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame
Colour Rail Journey part 5 – Paul Chancellor
Joe Lock toy fair, Hoddesdon
London Midland Electrics – David Brown

NLRHS
Model event

Page 7

Brambleton MRC outdoor open day, Harpenden

15/06/2016

CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society

Issue No 17

June 2016

TIMETABLE
Date
17-Sep
22-Sep
24 & 25 Sep

Time

Organiser
Collectors event

Event (nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)
DPL toy fair, Beaconsfield

Collectors event

Joe Lock toy fair, Theydon Bois

Model event

Scaleforum show, Aylesbury

28-Sep

STS

East Coast Railways – David Percival

29-Sep

Stev. LS

SLS 20th Anniversary – David Pearce

04-Oct

LCGB

08-Oct

Steam Train

09-Oct

Model event

18-Oct

LCGB

26-Oct
28 & 29 Jan
2017
18 Feb 2017
27 & 28 Jan
2018

Alan Cooper

55 years of railway photography, part 1 – Les Nixon
THE MAGNA CARTA (UKRT)
60163 Kings Cross – Lincoln & return
Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame
AGM, and Peter Bland Collection, part 5 – Bryan Cross
Buses – Roger Whitehead

STS
EBMRS

Sutton at Erith Model Railway Show

EBMRS

EBMRS show

EBMRS

Cheriton Bishop at Erith Model Railway Show
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Key to Organiser
EBMRS
NLRHS

HMRS

Stev. LS

RCTS
RCTS
RCTS
RCTS

–H
–W
–C
- MK

STS
LCGB
Steph. LS
Model Event
Steam Train
Collectors
Event

Alan Cooper

North London Railway Historical Society
Keen House in Calshot St, just off Pentonville Road, close to Kings Cross. These
are on a Friday evening or Wednesday afternoons. We normally invite a speaker
and the meetings are informal and in a sociable environment. Guests welcome.
Historical Model Railway Society
Whaddon Way Church Centre, West Bletchley, MK3 7JS, meetings at 19:30 unless
stated. No charge to visitors
Stevenage Locomotive Society
Community Arts Centre, Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage SG1 1XN. Meetings
start 7.30pm and finish around 10.15pm. Refreshment break included. Visitors
welcome on payment of £2 Day membership on the door (no charge if Stevenage
Arts Guild Member)
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society
 Hitchin meetings at Walsworth Road Bapist Church, Hitchin
 Welwyn Garden City - afternoon meeting meetings are held at Methodist
Church, at the junction of Ludwick Way and Cole Green Lane, Welwyn
Garden City AL7 3PN, commencing at 14.00 (doors open 13.30)
 Cambridge meetings are held at Abbey Meadows Community Wing,
Primary School, Galfrid Road, Cambridge CB5 8ND, commencing at 19.30
Free parking is available at the Community Wing.
 Milton Keynes meetings are held at Methodist Church, Silver St., Stony
Stratford MK11 1BE, commencing at 19.30
Sandy Transport Society
Conservative Club, Bedford Road, Sandy, doors open 19:10.
Non-members welcome, entrance £2.00 includes refreshments
Locomotive Club of Great Britain
Meetings at 7.30pm on Tuesdays at St Johns Church Hall, St John’s Street,
Bedford MK42 0DL
Stephenson Locomotive Society
At 19.30, St. John's United Reformed Church Hall, Mowbray Road, New Barnet,
Herts, EN5 1RH.
See UK Model Shops Directory for exhibitions and toy fairs
Garden & Woodland Railway, 42 Queens Road, Thame, OX9 3NQ 2pm to 5pm
See Steam Tours UK
See UK Model Shops Directory
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MEMBERS' MATTERS
Layout of the Month – Little Salkeld, by Paul Moss
To set the scene for building Little Salkeld, it’s worth explaining that I left the hobby when I was in
my late teens and only returned to it around 3 years ago. Much has changed in the intervening 25+
years, so joining EBMRS and the steps that I have taken thus far on Little Salkeld have all been a
significant learning exercise. In this brief (brief! – 7 pages!!, Ed.) article I have set out to introduce
the background and early stages of construction I have covered, predominantly discussing the
baseboards and track. In future articles I will cover other aspects such as the wiring, scenery, rolling
stock, operation, use of sound in N gauge etc.
The initial return to the hobby in 2013 entailed visiting a lot of exhibitions just to understand what
interested me and to guide my requirements for a layout. This evolved the following aspirations:






To build a good, reliable exhibition standard layout
To be able to run the layout indoors at home without too much reconfiguration
The ability to run longer/full length trains
To model a real prototype with a double track mainline
To choose another company other than the GW which had previously been my interest and at a
point in time which would allow a mix of steam and diesel locos

After a lot of indecision, I finally arrived at the following outline specification which forms the basis of
Little Salkeld:







The layout will be max 11ft long by 3ft deep and multiple baseboards
The control system will be DCC and the mimic panel will be switchable from back to the front
of layout to enable switching from ‘exhibition mode’ to ‘home mode’ – the same approach to
be taken with an express-net enabling hand controllers to be used in multiple positions
N Gauge/2mm Scale to be used to enable longer length trains
I settled (no pun intended!) on the Settle & Carlisle line with its double track mainline, which
also meant it would be a Midland-based prototype
Little Salkeld (LS) was chosen as this is my first layout in over 25 years, my first in a new scale,
and it’s a significant learning/relearning exercise, so I wanted something quite modest. LS was
a lesser known station on the line and closed to passenger traffic in 1970. It did have a small
yard connected to the down main line and a lie-by connected to the up main line. In operation
it had some limited general goods traffic into and out of the yard and a consistent but low
level of passenger business. Overall it wasn’t a busy station which no doubt led to the decision
to close it. This provides the opportunity to run a mix of through and local passenger services.
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This scan indicates the track and station layout in 1913 and has been taken from Stations & Structures of the Settle & Carlisle
Railway (Anderson and Fox) which is essential reading if modelling the S&C.

The station building and platforms are still in position and it is now a private residence. This is the ex-station bldg in 2011.

The LS project started in mid-2015 with a focus on research of the prototype and another eye on how
this would translate into baseboards, trackwork, wiring etc. Work started in earnest in late 2015 and
today the layout exists as 4 separate baseboards, with an installed and wired/functioning fiddle yard,
working mimic control panel driving points, and the next major stage is to lay track in the scenic
section.

Alan Cooper
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I took a decision early in the design process to focus on getting all of the track down, wired and fully
tested before starting any of the scenic aspects as the rail is fine and I want maximum stability. This
means track work is being laid on flat baseboards and once complete and successfully tested, I intend
to (carefully!) start modifying the baseboard tops. This will mean cutting away some of the top
baseboard sections where the scenic landscape will need to be lower than the track base, and also
start adding ply formers where it will need to be raised.
The following covers some of the major aspects that I have had to deal with and all have been and
continue to be a learning curve:
Baseboards
The railway/hobby room and need for the layout to be readily transportable as an exhibition layout
has driven the size, format and choice of construction for the layout. In addition, the desire to get
cracking with the modelling aspects and a busy work diary resulted in the decision to purchase
baseboards as kits of parts from Model Railway Solutions
(https://modelrailwaysolutions.co.uk/shop/modular-baseboard-systems/modularbaseboards/premium-birch-modular-baseboard).
I opted for premium ply as this is more stable for the varying temperatures and humidity associated
with different exhibition halls. The baseboards were delivered and assembled over a week or two in
late 2015. Cabinet makers’ dowels have been used to ensure that the boards accurately align – this is
important as I am using code 40 rail on the scenic sections of the
layout.
The good news……. I was fully prepared to incorporate a degree of
adjustment and compression into the layout design to ensure that I
could fit the prototype into the overall space.
However…..
A bit of preplanning using AnyRail S/W and careful sizing of the 4
baseboards resulted in practically no compression and minimal
adjustment was required to ensure that the crossovers & double
slip miss the baseboard joins….. happy days!

Trestles
LS is not a massive layout, so I have saved
a lot of pain and simply used Wickes steel
trestles. These have been successfully
used by the well-known and impressive
Fencehouses 2mm Finescale layout
currently on the exhibition circuit. The
trestles are relatively inexpensive,
adjustable and so rugged that they will
easily outlast me let alone any layouts
that they may be used to support.
Excuse the mess underneath the
baseboard! – these Wickes trestles do the
job and are adjustable. They will however
require some further adjustable ‘U’
brackets to be grafted onto their tops to
enable levelling when the layout is being
set up on an uneven floor.

Alan Cooper
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Track Layout and Track
You can divide the layout into 2 distinct sections, scenic and non-scenic. The track type used differs
between each section with good old Peco code 55 N Gauge track being used for the fiddle yard/nonscenic section. The scenic section is finer and utilises fiNetrax N gauge track with code 40 rail
together with handmade points using code 40 soldered to etched chairs positioned onto copper clad
sleepers.
I have experimented and attempted to improve the look of the code 55 Peco points in order to
understand if they could be used on the scenic section, however, the level of effort required versus
the end result didn’t stack up for a good standard exhibition layout. It was a close run thing, but I
decided on the more involved but probably more realistic path.

These pictures show the overall fiddle yard and the approach taken for baseboard joins within the fiddle yard

Whilst I have successfully scratch built points using copperclad sleepers before, my experience is
limited to 4mm scale/OO Gauge, and that was a good 25 years ago. This time ‘around the buoy’ I
commissioned the point work from Keith Armes, a very helpful and skilled gentleman who advertises
his point/track building services on the 2mm Society website.
Initially the plan was to build the points using the latest version of the fiNetrax kits and ask Keith to
just scratch build the double slip (a product not available from fiNetrax). Keith did a fantastic job on
the double slip and faced with a fair bit of travel for work early in 2016 I asked him if he would be
willing to assemble the fiNeTrax kits that I had purchased. To cut a long story short, the fiNetrax kits
had significant quality problems, so I asked Keith to scratch build all of the remaining point work. In
agreeing to do so, Keith persuaded me to send my AnyRail plan file to him and he converted it to a
Templot plan that has now formed the basis of the layout trackplan.
The Templot plan more than refines my original design, it now has prototypical spacing between the
main running lines and the gentle radius on the plan better reflects the prototype. All of the point
work has carefully been built to match the Templot plan.

Alan Cooper
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The first item of track work from Keith Armes, the doubleslip

All of the track work produced by Keith Armes

As Keith has clearly put a lot of effort into getting these points right, I decided to finish the job in the
same way and used model filler to fill all of the insulation gaps on the copperclad sleepers prior to
painting.
These are the finished units after hand painting. I painted the rails a rust colour first, and then
finished by painting the sleepers a track colour. There are some areas which remain unpainted,
specifically around the switch blades, however these will be touched in after ballasting.

Alan Cooper
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The painted points look a lot better

All other track will be assembled from fiNetrax sleeper and rail kits utilising a fiNetrax assembly jig
which makes life a lot easier. The plastic fiNetrax sleeper bases are produced in a black plastic and
will therefore all need painting prior to being laid into position.
Track work in the scenic section will be glued down onto 1.5mm thick cork ballast using carpet
adhesive (many thanks to Dave Sutton for supplying a container enough to do most, if not all of
Salkeld!) and which will require the ballast to be laid at the same time.
The Templot plan has been printed to scale and the various sheets joined to form a single cohesive
plan. This will be the guide for tracklaying in the scenic section.

The Templot plan shown laid in position on the baseboard

The next consideration is ballast and pictures of the prototype suggest fairly clean granite in some
areas and the usual murky brown in others – it’s a mix. I have been experimenting with ballast types
and have found N gauge ballast is too large. It’s likely that I will mix this with chinchilla dust (a few £
for a 4 Kilo bag from Pets at Home!!) as that reduces down the granular size and feel of the ballast. I
will leave this mostly unpainted, however I will run an airbrush over the finished track/ballast with a
very watered down track colour to merge and weather track and ballast together.
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The ballast testing is shown here and close examination indicates the variation in ballast coarseness
and finish. The track work on the far right hand side of the picture is the likely candidate for the
layout, although the unpainted half has not had the airbrush merging treatment.

Ballasting trials!

One of the concerns associated with using code 40 rail is the alignment and associated stability of
track crossing baseboard joins. This is especially of concern where the layout is being constructed for
exhibition and will likely have to endure variable temperature and humidity on occasion. A solution is
on hand however and I have elected to use the cast brass sleeper frets available from the 2mm
Society. Although the gauge as supplied is 2mm Finescale and not N gauge, the sleepers have to be cut
across their length for electrical insulation purposes anyway, and can therefore easily re-gauged.
So the plan is the solder the brass sleepers onto copperclad sheet which will then in turn be fastened
down to the baseboard surface with miniature screws. The copperclad sheet is 1.5mm which neatly
sits at the same height as the cork ballast. These will not be glued down to the baseboards as they
may need to be removed and replaced easily should a baseboard end be damaged at any time in
transit. Thinking about reliability, the use of screws enables the copperclad to be raised on either side
of the join should there be any distortion at a later date.

Cast sleepers from the 2mm Society – the cast fret is shown above and finished version with code 40 rails fitted below

More to come in future articles…….
Alan Cooper
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East-West Rail Central Section
Following the announcement of the preferred corridor, the Network Rail website has displayed the
following note:
“Now that we have a preferred corridor, we will continue to work with the East West Rail
Consortium, DfT and industry partners to progress the development and assess route options.
We anticipate that this will take between one and a half to two years”
The East-West Rail web page goes one step further, however, and states a decision is targeted for
February 2010 – so there may not be too many updates here in the near future.
Great Northern route
The Caledonian Sleeper services are being reviewed for the viability of using Kings Cross as a
convenient terminal, being adjacent to St Pancras for international travellers. One slight issue is the
length of the trains; at 15 coaches there is little space at Kings Cross to accommodate them. As an
aside to this, a contract has just been awarded for 75 brand new sleeper coaches.
A recent Biggleswade Chronicle featured a letter from Terence Smith, a former railway employee who
has published a web blog about Biggleswade station – it looks interesting, and has a number of old
photographs – take a look, at http://biggleswadestation1950s.blogspot.co.uk/
Biggleswade Bridge
This is finally confirmed as being on schedule to be complete by the end of June
Overnight trains – in the last issue I demonstrated the current timetabled trains overnight. I’ve since
had a chance to look back at my old records – I once spent the night on Biggleswade station to record
what came through, so here it is – the night of 12/13 October 1982…
Time
Motive Power Train type Direction
Time Motive Power Train type
Direction
22:33
22:55
23:01
23:04
23:09
23:26
23:31
23:42
23:49
23:49
00:14
00:14
00:20
00:36
00:56
00:59
01:06
01:30
01:51

31217
HST
47446
56402, 51426
47502
47088
47051
47142
47 xxx
56402, 51426
47447
47189
31276
56402, 51426
47093
31161
47342
47458
31106, 31208

Light
Passenger
Sleeper
Passenger
TPO
Railfreight
Parcels
Freightliner
Passenger
Passenger
Sleeper
Railfreight
Parcels
Passenger
freightliner
Passenger
freightliner
freightliner
Parcels

Northbound
Southbound
Northbound
Southbound
Northbound
Northbound
Northbound
Northbound
Northbound
Northbound
Northbound
Southbound
Southbound
Southbound
Southbound
Northbound
Northbound
Southbound
Southbound

02:07
02:15
02:26
02:28
02:41
02:51
02:55
02:55
03:42
04:48
05:10
05:31
05:55
06:16
06:22
06:29
06:35
06:42
06:46

31252, 31180
47008
47269
47423
31131
47197
31220
47096
47519
31226
31106
HST
47083
47376 & 47476
47542
47533
56377 & 51215
HST
HST

Parcels
freightliner
TPO
Sleeper
Parcels
freightliner
Parcels
Freightliner
Parcels
Freight
Parcels
Passenger
Freightliner
Sleeper
Sleeper
Sleeper
Passenger
Passenger
Passenger

Northbound
Northbound
Southbound
Northbound
Southbound
Southbound
Northbound
Southbound
Southbound
Northbound
Northbound
Northbound
Southbound
Southbound
Southbound
Southbound
Southbound
Northbound
Northbound

I do recall wandering away from the station and missing at least one train around 4am, but otherwise
there it is as an interesting record of the trains from nearly 34 years ago; even then it was only class
31s, 47s, HSTs and DMUs.

Alan Cooper
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NOTICE BOARD
Continued from No 10 – updated
 Oerlikon units – London Road Models has
confirmed it is to produce underframe, bogie and
roof parts to complement the body etches they
already market. This is excellent news, in fact
Bern and I have been excited enough to register
our interest already. Thanks to Alastair for
picking up this news at the Aylesbury show at the
end of May.
Continued from No 9 - updated
 Suggestion for a mini layout for testing. This
proposal is for code 75 OO. This is likely to
become a reality but will be more about testing
and less about layout. It will be very small,
about 12” by 48” and be minimum cost. Jim has
a spare baseboard on which we will create a
limited track test. The ideal would be to make
it multi-functional, eg It could involve point
motor wiring set ups, uncoupling guide & tester
and possible reverse-curved track to check
wheelbase and buffer-lock. Here’s a chance for
some of you to put your thinking caps on for a
design, for which it and the subsequent build can
be a mini-project to run alongside Finchley and
Aylesbury builds.

Continued from No 9 – re-presented this time
 Though it has been mentioned, it is too early
to discuss new layouts for a while yet.
However, it seems sensible to continue to state
some of the considerations as they are pertinent
to all our layouts. Our OO layouts are to finer
standards than ‘train set’ using code 75 track.
Aylesbury is using fine code 40. For any layout
we need to stock it with appropriate items
conforming to those track standards.
Suitable means of the right wheel profiles, backto-backs and couplings that will enable the
layout to operate smoothly.
We also want to continue building layouts that
are more than a train set in appearance. Trains
should be from the right period and region, with
loco crew, lamps, corridor connections,
passengers, wagon loads, weathering – all such
details that help lift the layout. Do you have
stock that is suitably prepared?
 Jim asks if there is any working plan for
maintenance at shows (If it breaks, mend it?)
I propose this is raised at a forthcoming
meeting
 Keeping our members involved as and
when they can / want to be is vital to the
club and should be on meeting agendas
regularly. Equally, members are encouraged
to speak up to join in.

Alan Cooper
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And finally, some other stuff, in true EBMRS fashion. You couldn’t make it up.
In discussions with Bern about potential articles for the Members’ Matters, I’d asked if he had the
opportunity to provide anything before flying out to the U.S. with Alan B. Thankfully he did manage
to come up with this short article.

MY MOTHER-IN-LAW AND HER ASSOCIATION WITH
THE G.N. EAST LINCS LINE
I should perhaps state at the outset that there is no connection whatsoever between my mother-inlaw and the Great Northern East Lincs line as it was closed some time before she moved into the area.
Funnily enough, a similar thing happened at her previous home in Selby. She lived very close to the
cross-country route between Goole and Selby, but this too closed some years before she moved there.
Truly fascinating, I’m sure you will agree.
Bern

And for the next issue, I have especially saved a (genuine) article:

GOING TO THE TOILET
You will now have to wait to see what it is about. There’s a clue in the title

Alan Cooper
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