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Introduction
Welcome to issue 16. It’s a few weeks on from the show and we have since had a decent
meeting to discuss what we could learn from it, and had a bit of a thrash-out for the
constitution to be reconstituted. We set a deadline of 11 April for initial responses, so if you
wish to add anything please take note. More of this inside.
You will all now know how much of a strain it is working in fine 2mm standards, with Paul
Moss throwing himself off a speeding motorbike to avoid making any more track. Our
sincerest best wishes from us all, Paul; get back to fitness double quick.
In this issue:
Club Notes: Show success and a brief review of our club meeting.
Layouts: the latest updates for each
Timetable: forthcoming railway events and local steam trains
Members’ Matters: Hhhhhhhackney’s Half Hour, More foamboard, and Wellingtons, to boot
Traffic: a few notes on the local rail scene, another mention of Aylesbury.
Notice Board: Other ramblings on matters under consideration

The Picture
A deliberate change from the club layout-related photos this month to celebrate the genius of
Richard Harper’s modelling skills. Here’s a look along Sidmouth, and a thank you from us for
bringing it to our show.

Alan Cooper
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CLUB NOTES
The EBMRS Show
Advertising the show can be a hit and miss affair. The obvious routes of model railway press probably
give us 90% of our attendance (and I include the railway-related web pages such as RM Web in this).
However, I took a chance and advertised our show on a Facebook page dedicated to Biggleswade and I
know of at least one family with no railway interests who chose to visit after seeing that post. It will
be interesting to see if that can be expanded on for next year, by searching out similar pages omn
which to post our event.
The call for cakes went very well, with a fantastic array of eaty stuff and it was nice to see it all get
demolished. Well done to the various bakers, you did well enough to be required again next year; You
have just under 11 months to prepare the next lot.
At our recent meeting we discussed a variety of things which I don’t need to repeat in full here
(following the various emails on the subject) but suffice to say there are a few things we will look at.
The big concern is around ensuring we have sufficient volunteers to cover all the activities; we had a
number of people not available this year, so we can hope that improves next year, but we have to
consider whether it impacts our capacity to present & operate one of our layouts. Another aspect
we’ll explore is whether we have a show day manager, with the finger pointed at me so far.
Constitution
Our meeting provided the expected lively debate which was very pleasing; and, really, nothing of any
great surprise came of it. Thanks to everyone for being there and offering their opinions, and for any
subsequent contributions which are now being collated by Bob. As mentioned in the introduction we
set a date of 11 April to draw your comments together before we consider the next actions.
Tony Wright
It was something of a coup to get Tony at our show, but look at how things turn out as a bonus! – an
opportunity for us to go to Little Bytham to see Little Bytham. If you are set to go, drive safely and
enjoy his company and his layout. Tony is also being invited to return next year.
Ely Show
This is scheduled for set up on Friday evening 20 May. Details are being sorted, such as meet time in
Sandy, but set up in Ely is expected between 4pm and 6pm, John Jenkins has been assessing decent
places to eat on Friday night and Bern has organised a van for transporting Sutton. At the time of
writing we have 7 confirmed overnight and perhaps 3 visiting on the day.
The Garden & Woodland Railway
It was interesting to get an email with details of large scale steam trains in the garden. Pete Relf is a
former member and a model engineer of some considerable pedigree, and the video link showed some
fantastic trains. I am adding the running dates to our events schedule as a reminder.
Test Track
This idea is under consideration – see Notice Board at the end.
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CHERITON BISHOP
Cheriton had a good outing at the show with minimal problems, if we overlook the fact that we
allowed it to be operated entirely by novices for a period. A plus is that Tring and Beaconsfield clubs
are interested in the layout for future exhibitions.
The particular things we wanted to tend to before the show were –

Scenic Work
 Colour-blending scenery to backscene.
A few of us got together to look at it, including toning the backscene to blend with the
scenery and disguising some of the joins – thanks to John, Robert and Nigel for their efforts
Presentation
 Convert curtain to Velcro; we knew time would be against us, so this is still to be looked at.
Do we have a volunteer?

AYLESBURY TOWN
Aylesbury has had some decent progress, but has been dismantled for April so that we can
test Sutton fully in advance of the Ely show. This was not before we discussed the track plan
one evening giving Robert enough of a question mark to check his plan and discover that a
handful of points were omitted from the printed version. Thankfully, despite part being close
to a baseboard edge, it will cause no problems.
The track plan, by the way, has been printed on large sheets and stuck down with PVA. The
layout will be built on top of this paper layer.
Baseboards
 The cork has been laid throughout.
 The stability has been much enhanced by some bracing struts between boards and trestles.
 Baseboard joins varied a bit, starting off with a filler to resolve some gaps. However a
much more practical (clever!) design has been to cut some aluminium angle for each
baseboard end. It is the same depth as the cork and provides a very accurate baseboard
alignment.
Electrics
 DCC control, allowing laptop and smartphone operation.
Track
 Track to be code 40 in the scenic sections.

Alan Cooper
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FINCHLEY ROAD ST JOHNS WOOD
We took the opportunity to take the existing
Finchley boards from their hiding places and line
them up together to measure the required cables
lengths between boards and the control panel.
Jim & Bern managed this in about 3 minutes and
we spent the next hour discussing how the
sidings will be operated! It was very
encouraging to see the scenic and end boards all
together for the first time.
Baseboards
Dave Sutton carried out a daring raid on the
Weller household to extricate various Finchley
baseboard materials and this will give us a better
opportunity to progress the fiddle yard area
(Derek, many thanks for the quality boards
already done). We still need to finalise how the
trestle supports will work.
Electrics
Electrics continue wire by wire with Jim’s
careful eye over the original Andy plans; I’ll get
a more detailed update for next time.
Track
The track issue reported last time is gradually
being resolved by Bob. It’s been fiddly, but
needed doing and I’m grateful for the corrective
work being patiently done. Some rail ends are
damaged and need repair.
Presentation
Lighting and pelmet is yet to be
discussed – will need to be considered at
the same time as any backscene
construction
The design concept allowed for a
repeat signal diagram display at the
front of the layout – we have had initial
discussions, it needs firming up.

As before, we have started to look at point
rodding design but not got very far yet.
Consideration to be given to the best approach
with the 3rd & 4th rails as a test showed certain
diesels were slightly fouling it.
Scenic work
The main railway buildings are complete.
There will be a few outbuildings for the yard to
consider. The Electricity Works would be a nice
addition but may not be practical.
The sub-structure for the raised scenic end of Finchley requires building, with the final
positioning of buildings to be considered.
We have yet to work out how trains will exit stage ‘Willesden’; possibly a footbridge
A backscene will be required, demonstrating Finchley Road, a garage, the council yard and
housing and sports field beyond.

Alan Cooper
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SUTTON-ON-SEA
Sutton will be at Ely on 21st May. We are taking the opportunity to erect the layout on 5
April to electric test it and maximise the opportunity to get some operation practice under
the belts of those who are going to Ely, and equally to give the chance to others who are not
going.
There are a number of things we have on our work plan – these are basically the same as
before as our focus has been elsewhere.
Baseboards
 The protective ends are being considered for renewal, but remain usable for now.
Electrics
 Investigate current control panel provision for signal operation and determine how to set
up their operation – Jim has started some work on this.
Equally the signals require review, we know some require removal for repair which Bern
has said he will undertake.
 Label switches to points for diagnostics, produce an overlay illustrating point numbers,
ensuring matched to naming convention under the boards
 Investigate practicalities of installing a control panel-powered push-button mic system;
Jim is considering this at the same time as the signals.
Scenic Work
 Layout to be dusted, track cleaned, check paintwork.
 Platform roof glazing bars need a continued watch.
Presentation
 Investigate improved clips for retaining lighting units to baseboard legs
 Convert the curtain to be mountable by Velcro instead of drawing pins
Future Plans
 Docks extension and support arrangements to be scoped, designed and costed – though
there is now some suggestion to abandon this idea in favour of ‘future projects’

Alan Cooper
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TIMETABLE
Date
05-Apr

Time

07-Apr

19:30

RCTS-MK

19:30

Collectors
event
RCTS-MK

LCGB

07-Apr
07-Apr

Organiser

09-Apr

Model event

09-Apr

Model event

09-Apr

Model event

13-Apr

19:30

16-Apr
19-Apr

RCTS-H
Model event

19:30

RCTS-C

21-Apr

Steph LS

23-Apr

Model event

23-Apr

Model event

24-Apr

Model Event

26-Apr

14:00

27-Apr
27-Apr

RCTS-W
STS

19:30

HMRS

28-Apr

Stev. LS

03-May

LCGB

04-May

Steam train

05-May

19:30

07-May

RCTS-MK
Model event

11-May

19:30

RCTS-H

13-May

18:45

NLRHS

14-May

Model event

15-May

Model event

19-May

Steam train

21-May

EBMRS

Alan Cooper

Event (nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)
Eastleigh Works -- Colin Boocock
'Chiltern Railways & East-West Rail', Graham Cross (Chiltern
Railways Planning Director)
Joe Lock Model Railways - Train & Toy Collectors Fair
Theydon Bois Village Hall, Epping, Essex
'Chiltern Railways & East-West Rail' - Graham Cross
Luton Model Railway Club - Railway Exhibition 2016
Stopsley High School, St Thomas' Road, Luton, Bedfordshire
Tring and District MRC - Beacon-Rail
Pitstone Memorial Hall, Vicarage Road, Pitstone, Bedfordshire
The Association of 16mm Narrow Gauge Modellers - National
Garden Railway Show, East of England Show
Ground, Peterborough
Heritage Railways Part 1 Bernie Holland
31a (Cambridge) Model Railway Club Exhibition
Sawston Village College, New Road, Sawston, Cambridge
Railways to the Seaside - Adrian Wright
21/4 The Stephenson Photographic Collection – Keith
Greenwood
De Havilland Model Railway Society Exhibition
Methodist Chuch, Ludwick Way, Welwyn Garden City
Hope Methodist Church - Model Railway and Bygone Days
Exhibition, Rushden Academy, Hayway, Rushden
Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame
The History of the A4s Martin Bloxham
Whitland to Cardigan branch, Martin Bennett
Freight from 1960, pt 2, Brian Ringer
April 28th – John Jolly The Mangapps Railway Story
Scotland in the 1950's & 60's - David Kelso.
THE GREAT BRITAIN IX (Day 9 of 9) (11/02) Grange over SandsLondon Kings Cross (WCRC) 46233: Doncaster-Kings Cross
'Blue Diesel Days' - Mike Robinson, RO Editor
South West Herts Model Railway Society - Annual Exhibition
Queens School, Aldenham Road, Bushey, Watford, Hertfordshire
Playing the System, Mike Robinson, The Railway Observer
editor talks about his British Railways career
The North London Railway from the air, Grant Alderson
Brambleton Model Railway Club - Outdoor Model Railway Open
Day - Highfield Oval, Ambrose Lane, Harpenden, Hertfordshire
Beds & Bucks Narrow Gauge Modellers Group of the OO9
Society - Model Railway Exhibition, Village Hall, Hexton
Road, Barton Le Clay
THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS London Kings Cross-York (WCRC)
60103: York-Kings Cross
Sutton at Ely MRS
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TIMETABLE
Date

Time

Organiser

22-May

Steam train

25-May

Steam train

25-May

STS

25-May

tbc

HMRS

26-May

Stev. LS

30-May

Model Event

Event (nominally within 35 miles of Sandy)
THE PEAK FORESTER London Kings Cross-Rowsley
(WCRC) 61306: Kings Cross-Peterborough- Rowsley and return
THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS London Victoria-Ely-Norwich (WCRC)
60103: Victoria-Ely-Norwich and return
Lorries, Martin McClure
Visit to Ted Sadler’s gauge 3 garden railway in Wootton
May 26th – AGM and Jeff Lewis – The Smallford Station Project
Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame

31-May

14:00

RCTS-W

A Fifth Colour Rail Journey Paul Chancellor

02-Jun

19:30

RCTS-MK

'B & W Steam in the 50s & 60s South of the Border' - David Kelso
THE SCARBOROUGH FLYER - London Kings Cross-Scarborough
[dbs] 60163: Kings Cross-York-Scarborough-York
THE YORKSHIREMAN London Victoria-York (WCRC)
60103: Victoria-Kettering-Corby-York
Crossrail ... Moving London Forward -- Patrick Griffin
Trains at Trinity 2016
Trinity Methodist Church, Shortmead Street, Biggleswade
THE WHITE ROSE - London Kings Cross-York (WCRC)
60103: Kings Cross-Peterborough--York- Kings Cross
Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame
THE YORKSHIREMAN London Victoria-York (WCRC)
60103: Victoria-Bedford -York
Quiz night

04-Jun

Steam train

04-Jun

Steam train

07-Jun

LCGB

11-Jun

Model event

18-Jun

Steam train

19-Jun

Model event

25-Jun

Steam train

29-Jun

STS

28-Jun

14:00

RCTS-W

The West Coast Main Line South, Bob Ballard

30-Jun

Stev. LS

02-Jul

Model event

05-Jul

LCGB

17-Jul

Model event

June 30th – Tim Hedley-Jones, VTEC- Virgin Trains East Coast
Train Collectors Society - Summer Show
The Weatherly Centre, Eagle Farm RD, Biggleswade
The Unknown Warrior -- John Hastings-Thomson
'The Regional Railways Story', Chris Green, former top BR
Manager
Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame

07-Aug

Model event

Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame

04-Sep

Model event

Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame

09-Oct
28 & 29 Jan
2017
27 & 28 Jan
2018

Model event

Garden & Woodland Railway, Thame

EBMRS

Sutton at Erith Model Railway Show

EBMRS

Cheriton Bishop at Erith Model Railway Show

07-Jul

Alan Cooper

19:30

RCTS-MK
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Key to Organiser
EBMRS
NLRHS

HMRS

Stev. LS

RCTS
RCTS
RCTS
RCTS

–H
–W
–C
- MK

STS
LCGB

North London Railway Historical Society
Keen House in Calshot St, just off Pentonville Road, close to Kings Cross. These
are on a Friday evening or Wednesday afternoons. We normally invite a speaker
and the meetings are informal and in a sociable environment. We welcome
guests
Historical Model Railway Society
Whaddon Way Church Centre, West Bletchley, MK3 7JS, meetings at 19:30 unless
stated. No charge to visitors
Stevenage Locomotive Society
Community Arts Centre, Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage SG1 1XN, Meetings
start 7.30pm and finish around 10.15pm. Refreshment break included. Visitors &
Guests are welcomed on payment of £2 Day membership (no charge if Stevenage
Arts Guild Member) payable on the door
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society
 Hitchin meetings are held at Walsworth Road Bapist Church, Walsworth
Road, Hitchin
 Welwyn Garden City - afternoon meeting meetings are held at Methodist
Church, at the junction of Ludwick Way and Cole Green Lane, Welwyn
Garden City AL7 3PN, commencing at 14.00 (doors open 13.30)
 Cambridge meetings are held at Abbey Meadows Community Wing,
Primary School, Galfrid Road, Cambridge CB5 8ND, commencing at 19.30
Ample free parking is available at the Community Wing.
 Milton Keynes meetings are held at The Crown, Market Square, Stony
Stratford MK11 1BE, commencing at 19.30
Sandy Transport Society
Conservative Club, Bedford Road, Sandy, doors open 19:10.
Non-members welcome, entrance £2.00 includes refreshments
Locomotive Club of Great Britain
Meetings are held at 7.30pm on Tuesdays at St Johns Church Hall, St John’s
Street, Bedford MK42 0DL

Steph. LS
Model Event
Steam Train
Collectors
Event

Alan Cooper

See UK Model Shops Directory for exhibitions and toy fairs
Garden & Woodland Railway, 42 Queens Road, Thame, OX9 3NQ 2pm to 5pm
See Steam Tours UK
See UK Model Shops Directory
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MEMBERS' MATTERS
I’ve threatened to write this more than once, so here’s my introductory piece on my main (!)** layout.
** More of this later…..
Hhhhhhackney’s Half Hour - The background
Like perhaps many of you I have started more than one layout only for circumstances to contrive its
demise before getting too far.
The layout I am now building aims to address all those years of
under-achievement.
When I moved into my current home the garage was quickly put aside for the layout, only for the
garage to be used as a dumping ground. And it was cold, damp and dusty. I do not recommend
garages to anyone contemplating a model railway!
After a time we decided we’d tidy up, tip lots of rubbish and have the garage back for use by the car,
and I would have a dedicated shed in the back garden. We found a ‘value’ company on the web, I dug
foundations, family came around to help, and on the weekend the shed was delivered (as a very big
kit of parts) it started to rain and continued raining for about 4 months. I managed to keep the worst
of the water off, but couldn’t erect the shed until the following spring when it had aired off. I had
the panels for a 20’ by 10’ shed all around the garden drying out!

The shed was eventually completed, including me and Di putting the roof panels on unaided; I stood
on her shoulders because I’m taller than she is. Enter, stage left, Dave Sutton. Dave has been
enormously helpful with the shed and I am very grateful for it. Under his advice I fitted insulation in
the floors, walls, and a double layer in the ceiling, all finished off with ply. Dave then helped me put
in the chipboard floor and he laid in a power supply. All I had to do then was connect up the strip
lights, and I have a couple of oil radiators to keep it warm – they work too well! The interior has
been painted in Midland Railway chocolate and cream, based on photos of station buildings on the
Keighley and Worth valley Railway.

Alan Cooper
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I already had some baseboards and support frames from the start in the garage, so it was simple to
dismantle and move them, and then I had plenty of space to build the remaining boards.
For quite a few years I have been collecting kits, stock and materials, but it has not been until I
researched Finchley Road that I got drawn into the North London Line – the scale and variety of traffic
is astonishing and I kick myself for having missed the opportunity to trainspot on the route in my
youth. I managed to travel between Broad Street and Willesden only twice in about 1979/1980.
I like the run-down element of the east end of London in the fifties & sixties, and whilst I want
something that reflects the character of the area I didn’t want to slavishly model a location.
Old-Maps.co.uk is a fantastic resource of OS mapping going back to the 19th century, and I followed
the North London route around on those old maps looking for a section with natural over-bridge
breaks. I settled on Hackney Graham Road, the location of an ex-Great Eastern goods and mineral
yard between Dalston and Hackney Central. I can model, representatively but at a scale distance,
the actual bridges of Greenwood Road and Navarino Road at the west end, and the Cambridge to
Liverpool Street railway line bridge at the east end.

I will include a number of houses and The Navarino Arms from Navarino Road, the full 9 terraced
houses from Navarino Grove, and a handful of buildings from besides the railway overbridge. There
was an allotment garden between Navarino Grove and the goods yard which I shall represent.
So much for the real place; I am making significant changes for my model. Hackney Central station
was relocated in the late 19th century, with a footpath and footbridge to Hackney Downs, and I am
moving it again by 400 yards to be located partially visible under the railway bridge. I have used the
original 1911 proposal for an additional line between Feltham and Barking as justification to have a
junction by Navarino Road which links with the Midland route, and have also created a tube line
extension from the Moorgate area to Ilford with a station based on the famous Arnos Grove tube
station. This helps to disguise the tracks leaving the scenic section.
The original Graham Road
goods yard is rebuilt to have some raised coal drops and 4 reception sidings which disappear under the
Liverpool Street line. These sidings are used to service the coal yard and to handle trip freights to &
from Wenlock Basin on the Regents Canal near to Farringdon. On the layout these use a dedicated
single line which is presumed to join the tube line beyond the station.

Alan Cooper
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The layout in summary
• 16’ by 8’ with access along one side and one end,
operation from a central well.
• Fiddle yard (shown left) is 13 through loops, an
access loop and 5 stub sidings. There are also 4
reception sidings and a passing loop which are
two thirds in the fiddle area capable of holding
trains. The longest train could be up to 10
coaches or 30 wagons.
• There are up and down main lines, with a double
junction at the west end. There is the single line
to Wenlock Basin and up and down tube lines, and
the reception sidings and passing loop mentioned
above. The coal drop facility should hold around
30 wagons under cover.
• Uses Peco code 75 track in the non-scenic area,
C&L track in the scenic area.

Operation
I shall be able to operate a range of trains in a similar fashion to Finchley Road, but again it’s a bit of
fun playing with history. Before the war there were regular services between St Pancras and Tilbury,
between Broad Street and Southend and between Broad Street and Poplar. I shall make some
representation of these.
There was also a plan put forward to join up Alexandra Palace with
Palace Gates via a tunnel, so I have suggested there could have been a circular service between
Woolwich, Broad Street and Ally Pally.
All these variations make for a stupidly busy scene. I reckon on having controls for up and down
trains, shunting and the fiddle yard, and whilst there is only one of me I should be able to set freight
trains running slowly around whilst I shunt as required
Ongoing Construction
Baseboards are 6mm ply, with side frames of a ply + 25mm pine block + ply sandwich, then crisscrossed with diagonal ply strip bracing as required for each board considering where points are
positioned. The scenic boards are 3’6” deep (as I can access from both sides) and being this wide I
have used 3 bolts to join them and keep them in line.
Supports are 4 sets of frames about 8’ long and 30” wide with angle bracing, adjustable feet as used
on kitchen cupboards, and with the lower bracing used to support old doors used as shelves.
**As mentioned earlier, this is my main layout. I am finding that I want to practice techniques for
some aspects before doing some of the work on the layout. I have some old boards (About 8’ by 2’)
and some old code 100 track, and so have been building a separate layout on which I am testing things
before applying the technique to the main layout. And then there is the N layout too, in embryonic
stages, for a bit of fun…..I will tell more another time, and provide occasional updates.

Alan Cooper
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More foamboard
In the last issue I included a view of my 1/35
scale WW2 diorama with a Cromwell tank and
some infantry. The building is based on a
photograph of an original in Normandy and is
built from foamboard and card. The picture
prompted some questions, so here’s a bit
more for you.
I was attracted by the building’s interesting
shape, which led me to think about how best
to construct it in half-relief for the diorama. I
didn’t want it to be heavy (eg ply) and
wanted it to be an exercise in general
modelling, so I picked up some foamboard on
my next visit to Hobbycraft.
Foamboard, as used here, is a core of approx.
4mm thick foam between very thin layers of
plastic sheet. It marks easily, which is
partially what made me want to use it.
Interestingly, the original building showed
virtually no pipework or guttering

This side view shows a couple of aspects to
advantage.
The upstairs window cut out shows the depth
of the foamboard. I disguised the foam by
smoothing a fillet of Das modelling clay
around the opening, and made the window
frames from paper strips. The net curtain is
a single ply of (clean) tissue.
Other than as described above, the remainder
of the building shown is simply the surface of
the foamboard scribed with a empty finetipped biro. I did the stone walls free-hand,
and the shuttered window and lintel is also
scribed but using a ruler.
The upper wall is plain as it appears to have
some form of render so hasn’t needed
scribing.

Alan Cooper
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The roofing was formed from offcuts of foamboard to
maintain the profile, fixed with a mixture of PVA and
general household glue. Roof slates are strips of card
with each slate joint snipped with scissors, topped off
with a capping strip of folded paper.
The doors were made from the cut-outs of the garage
opening, scribed with the biro.
General colours to represent stonework were brushed
in, after which I mixed up a little plaster and rubbed
it in to fill the mortar lines. Paintwork detailing and
weathering was then applied.
I used acrylics, and I
suspect the exercise would be easier if the surface
was primed with a matt finish of some sorts.
Chimney cement topping is Das again.
Finally, back to my layout, below a view of Navarino
Road bridge formed from pieces of foamboard, fixed
with PVA and small pins. There is just enough flex in
it to form the road gradient, but not the camber.

My experiences with this suggest it’s an extremely useful material, with an inbuilt strength from the
layering of materials, benefitting from being non-porous, it’s easily cut and scribed and so is very
useful for both finishing and for being the sub-structure of all manner of model buildings.
A future test is going to be as the baseboard surface for my N gauge layout, the 4 pieces of which have
already been cut to size – and as an added experiment it will be braced partially by corrugated
cardboard!

Alan Cooper
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Wellingtons, to boot – The Vickers Wellington, by Spencer Dowling

This is a photo showing a model of a Vickers Wellington I have just completed. The Wellington was
built by Vickers and along with Hampden and Whitley equipped Bomber Command’s night bombing
force squadrons.
The Wellington was designed by Barnes-Wallis of bouncing bomb fame and it differed from other
aircraft as it had a geodetic frame construction covered in canvas, instead of the alloy skin airframe
typical of the others. This made it lighter overall and much more able to absorb battle damage. I’ve
seen photos of these with huge sections of the canvas burnt away but the aircraft had still made it
back to its base! Of the three types of aircraft, I would say the Wellington was the best and even
when it was replaced by the heavier four-engine types such as the Lancaster and Halifax from around
1942, it was redeployed to coastal command, the middle-east and far-east where it served with
distinction up to the end of the war.
My model is built from an injection kit made by Trumpeter in 1/48 scale and shows a Mk1c version as
operated by 214 Sqn of Bomber Command from Stradishall in Suffolk in November 1940. The aircraft
was piloted by Sgt Geoff Cole, a distinguished bomber pilot who luckily survived the war and
eventually retired as a Wing Commander.
I applied after-market decals (Xtradecal) as one of the kit’s few faults are the ones that came with it
were not that good. You might just be able to see the noseart which features a motif I’m informed
was designed by the Daily Mirror cartoonist Phillip Zec, with whom Cole was friends. It shows the Iron
Duke himself holding his nose while dropping bombs and making disparaging remarks about Germans!
The noseart is unusual, not only for the provenance but it is rare to find any on a British bomber
aircraft this early in the war.
The wingspan is 550mm and the length about 400mm. Being 1/48 scale it is roughly 50% bigger than
1/72, the most common model scale out there (OO gauge/scale is 1/76). Overall it fitted together
well, the only difficulty being the turrets which were slightly oversize for the apertures provided, so
these needed the fit easing in with a file! The interior detailing was excellent and the portrayal of
the canvas covered geodetic is well crafted as well.

Alan Cooper
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Surprise inclusion
We haven’t seen Willy Williams for a wee while, so what has he been doing? Railway modelling of
course, but to a slightly larger gauge than what we are used to…about 5 inches!

TRAFFIC NOTICE
Aylesbury
Last time around I told you Alastair had bumped into an ex-Aylesbury engineman at a LCGB meeting in
Bedford. On the one hand, unfortunately, Alastair has learned the sad news the gentleman has
suffered illness and is not contactable. On the other hand, he has published some memoirs and
Alastair has a copy to see what is of interest to the club.
Local Rail News:
East-West Rail
The start of trains between Marylebone and Oxford as now been deferred to December. The plan to
extend services into Oxford itself had been under extra review following complaints about noise by
residents close to the line.
In 2019 there is also the prospect of Bedford to Reading services, but further developments will be
delayed, I am sure, as a number of other Network Rail projects are being deferred into different
financial control periods. However, as you will now know, Sandy is the preferred central section
route.
Biggleswade Bridge
The latest is that our erratic weather continues to disrupt progress, with any wind speeds over about
25 mph preventing cranes operating for safety reasons. This means the original target of Easter has
now slipped to the end of June.
Alan Cooper

Page 15

31/03/2016

CLUB UPDATE
East Bedfordshire Model Railway Society

Issue No 16 March 2016

I am reminded of a local resident who recently wrote to the Biggleswade Chronicle suggesting work
could be carried out overnight “when there are no trains”! I had a look at the working timetable for
the beginning of March, when there were around 275 passenger trains and 40 other train paths, though
many of the freight paths are ‘runs as required’. Here’s an hour-by-hour view of train movements,
from which you can regale your grandchildren with train movement stories for years to come.

Number of train movements

Biggleswade trains WTT 2 March
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Great Northern route
With apologies to Nigel who may well know this inside-out, it won’t be too long before we get trains
like this, shown on the left:

There will be a mix of 700/0 (8 coaches), 700/1 (12 coaches), and also 700/2 (6 coaches) to replace
the class 313 on the Moorgate service from 2018. The class 313 is apparently now the oldest EMU
stock on the national network, having entered service on 8 November 1976. 313056 is pictured at
Drayton Park.
Also, some of you may not have noticed, Flying Scotsman came through the area recently. Just
thought I’d mention it.

Alan Cooper
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NOTICE BOARD
Continued from No 10 – as last time

Continued from No 9 – as last time

 Oerlikon units –Not only do we have copies of
a full set of 3 car underframe drawings from the
HMRS, we have learned that London Road Models
is (rumoured?) to be producing underframe parts
to support its body etches. This is exceptionally
good news, and we hope that roofs and bogies
may be being considered too.
Continued from No 9 - updated
 Suggestion for a mini layout for testing?
This is likely to become a reality but will be very
small. Jim has a spare baseboard on which we
will create a limited track test. It could involve
point motor wiring set ups, uncoupling guide and
possible curved track to denote club standards.
This is still to be discussed fully.

Alan Cooper
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 Question over availability of suitable stock for
layouts should Bern or Alan B be unavailable.
Suitable means of the right region, wheel
profiles and back-to-backs and couplings that
will enable the layout to operate smoothly.
To this I’ll add the right period, loco crew, lamps
and other details will all help lift the layout
beyond a train set appearance. Then there’s
corridor connections, passengers, wagon loads……
 Jim asks if there is any working plan for
maintenance at shows (If it breaks, mend it?)
I propose this is raised at a forthcoming
discussion group
 Keeping our members involved as and
when they can / want to be is vital to the
club and should be on the discussion group
agenda regularly. Equally, members are
encouraged to speak up to join in
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